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Did You Know? 

Pure water does not conduct 
electricity (“pure” water is not 
naturally found however). 

Water is sticky.  Most molecules 
similar to H2O are gases at room 
temperature. 

The irst ever known vending 
machine dates back to the 1st 
century AD.  It was used to dis-
pense water, holy water. 

District to Update and Amend its Rules 
The District will hold a public hearing on November 12, 
2020 prior to the beginning of the November monthly 
board mee ng to allow for pubic comments on pro-
posed rule changes.  The District hasn’t amended or 
updated its District Rules (general opera ng rules) since 
the fall of 2014.  The District will also be amending it’s 
Rules for Hearings (procedural rules related to contested 
case hearings as well as public hearings for rule changes) 
which haven’t been updated or amended since their 
adop on in July of 2005. 

Generally speaking, most of the changes address up-
dates that have been made to Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code and issues that 
have arisen within the District.  One change that is being considered is the addi on of 
language classifying water wells u lized by emergency management agencies such as 
Emergency Services Districts (ESDs) or individual Volunteer Fire Departments (VFDs) as 
exempt wells with no gallons per minute restric ons.  It will also allow water wells that 
have been drilled for the oil and gas industry to be transferred to these emergency 
management agencies giving them access to water at various loca ons throughout 
their service areas.  

(Con nued on page 2) 
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TEXAS 87th Legisla ve Session 

As 2020 draws to a close, the 87th Texas Legisla ve 
Session will start to gear up.  Pre-filing of bills will 
begin on November 9th, 2020 with the Session open in 
earnest on January 12, 2021 and running through May 
31st. 

It is amazing how significantly different one session can be from the next.  During the 
last session, groundwater regula ons didn’t see a lot of change; however, it was ra-
ther ac ve on several issues including flood planning, school finance, property tax, 
and the budget.  The upcoming session, like the previous one, isn’t expected to be 
one in which we will see much change with regard to groundwater.  There may be a 
few bills to address items that have been considered in past sessions that s ll deserve 
some considera on.  One item that, in my opinion, is in serious need of considera on 
is Sec on 36.1083 of the Texas Water Code which is the por on of the water code on 
contes ng Desired Future Condi ons.  Groundwater Management Areas (GMAs) 
were created to require groundwater districts sharing the same resource (in our case 
the Gulf Coast Aquifer) to do some regional planning and to set Desired Future Condi-

ons (DFCs).  These are long term goals and are required to be readdressed and rea-
dopted every 5 years.  The DFCs must be “reasonable” and can be contested by any 
affected person with a jus ciable interest.  The process of contes ng DFCs can be 
costly to groundwater districts and since they are only goals and that are re-
addressed every five years, the process is poten ally unnecessarily burdensome.            
               (Con nued on page 3) 



District Rules and Rules for Hearing 
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A brief descrip on of the substan ve proposed changes to the District Rules are: 

Proposed Changes to District Rules: 
 Rule 1.1(l) - In addi on to adding wells u lized by emergency management agencies as exempt wells, lan-

guage has been added to address the exempt status of Aquifer Storage and Recovery wells (ASR wells).  These 
wells are permi ed through TCEQ and are legisla vely exempt wells; however, in some circumstances an op-
era ng permit may be required. 

 Rule 3.8 - This change requires that exempt wells under Rule 1.1(l) must either be plugged or permi ed within 
30 days of the change of well status.  This is specifically designed to encourage exempt oil and gas related wa-
ter wells to be plugged a er the hydrocarbon well has been completed. 

 Rule 5.2 - Removes language referring to an a ached Drilling Permit as “Appendix A”. 

 Rule 5.3 - Removes confusing and obsolete language. 

 Rule 5.4(k) - Adds language referring to Guidelines for Hydrogeologic Report as “Appendix A”. 

 Rule 5.4(k)(ii) - Removal of language due to the addi on of proposed Rule 5.14, regarding permit amend-
ments. 

 Rule 5.4 - Final Paragraph, removing language no longer relevant due to the proposed addi on of “Appendix 
A” and the Guidelines for Hydrogeologic Report. 

 Rule 5.6(a) - Language related to the DFCs and items that must be considered when issuing permits. 

 Rule 5.6(proposed c) - An increase of the thresholds in which the General Manager may consider issuing a 
permit without Board ac on if certain criteria are met. 

 Proposed Rule 5.14 - This sec on is new and meant to define major and minor permit amendments.  It also 
provides language allowing the General Manager to issue an amended permit for minor amendments and 
requires that major amendments be addressed by the Board. 

 Proposed Rule 5.16 - Language addressing a requirement of Chapter 36 to automa cally renew permits if the 
permi ee is in good standing with the District. 

 Rule 7.2 - The inclusion of language requiring water well drillers to provide the District with a copy of any 
plugging report. 

 Appendix A - Guidelines for Hydrogeologic Reports (required only for water wells capable of 250,000 gallons 
per day or more). 

Proposed Changes to Rules For Hearings: 
As men oned earlier, the Rules for Hearings have not been updated or amended since ini ally adopted in 2005.  
The proposed changes include forma ng and typographic changes that are not substan ve and those will not be 
addressed here. 

 Rule for Hearing 1.2.1 - Inclusion of language specific to rule change hearings. 

 Rule for Hearing 2 - A minor change including language referencing Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code. 

 Rule for Hearing 2.3 - A change to allow for the District to hold hearings at any loca on properly no ced, as 
well as providing for a hearing to be held in Travis County should a request be made pursuant to Chapter 
36.416 that a contested case be conducted by the State Office of Administra ve Hearings. 

 Rule for Hearing 3.2 - Language providing for the District to be able to delegate a contested case hearing to 
the State Office of Administra ve Hearings. 

 Rule for Hearing 3.5 - This removes the obsolete requirement that the hearing being recorded on audio cas-
se e and provides for any type of audio or video recording. 

 Rule for Hearing 5 - A change in the sec on tle adding language to provide for determining Affected Par es. 

 Rule for Hearing 5.3 - New language designa ng who can request a contested case and how to make that re-
quest. 

 Rule for Hearing 5.4 - New language to help determine “Affected” par es. 

Copies of the proposed changes to both the District Rules and Rules for Hearings can be found on the District’s 
website at: h p://www.setgcd.org/rules/ 

(Con nued from page 1) 



GMA 14 / Desired Future Condi ons / Lone Star G.C.D. 
Groundwater Management Area 14 con nues its path 
to develop and adopt Desired Future Condi ons 
(DFCs); the DFCs are a physically measurable manage-
ment goal such as a specific amount of sta c ground-
water level loss over me.  The five Members of GMA 
14 (the Lower Trinity, Lone Star, Bluebonnet, Brazoria, 
and Southeast Texas groundwater conserva on dis-
tricts) have made considerable progress considering 
the hurdle Covid-19 has presented.  The Group has met 
six mes so far this year, four of those mee ngs via the 
internet and a “virtual” mee ng format.  This has actu-
ally increased a endance at the GMA 14 mee ngs and 
I believe has facilitated addi onal dialogue by provid-
ing easier access to the mee ng. 

GMA 14 has a significant issue to resolve as the Lone 
Star Groundwater Conserva on District, which is con-

guous with the boundary of Montgomery County, has 
a moderate amount of subsidence occurring in the 
southern por on of their District.  Se ng DFCs for the 
en re GMA when one area is experiencing condi ons 
very different (subsidence and immense growth) than 
the rest of the GMA is very difficult.  Addi onally Lone 
Star would like to increase the Managed Available 
Groundwater (MAG) within the District.  This means 

more pumping and 
more impacts to water 
levels not only within 
the Lone Star District 
but to its neighboring 
coun es as well.  

The previous Board of 
Directors of the Lone 
Star Groundwater Con-
serva on District had a 
conserva on minded 
approach to groundwater management.  As you can 
see from the graph below, when the previous Board’s 
Groundwater Reduc on Plan (GRP) was put into affect 
(2015/2016), the subsidence rate in The Woodlands 
dropped drama cally almost immediately. 

The current board has a different philosophy and has 
already changed it rules and pulled back from the GRP.  
They have done this in large part based on the premise 
of private property rights.  Texas law states that a land-
owner owns the water beneath the property; however, 
it also states that groundwater conserva on districts 
are the preferred method of managing groundwater.  
It becomes much more complicated when you take 

into account that one landowner’s pumping of 
groundwater can cause property damage to 
another landowner.  Finding a balance is key. 

Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code lists nine 
required elements that must be considered 
prior to a GMA adop ng DFCs, and on Novem-
ber 18, 2020 GMA 14 will be discussing private 
property rights and how they relate to ground-
water pumping and groundwater conserva on 
district management.  

GMA 14 mee ng no ces/agendas and virtual 
mee ng registra on links can be found on the 
District’s website typically 10—15 days prior to 
the scheduled mee ng. 3 3 

87th Legisla ve Session, cont. The Legislators will have some hur-

dles right from the beginning as they will have to wend their way through holding 

mee ngs in the Covid-19 era.  There is quite a bit of specula on, but nothing spe-

cific, on how things will operate.  One possibility being considered is an abbreviated 

regular session followed up later in the summer with a special session; however, at 

this me it is all specula on. 

Current expecta ons on the upcoming legisla ve session are that the main issues to be discussed will be a num-

ber of items related to the Covid-19 pandemic, first and foremost being the state budget as it has been seriously 

stressed by reduced sales tax collec ons.  Other items thought to be on the list of high priority issues are redis-

tric ng, business liability related to Covid-19, school finance and re-opening, and disaster assistance.   

The Legislators will no doubt have their hands full this session! 



The U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook, valid September 17, 2020—December 31, 2020, indicates that 

drought condi ons within the District are unlikely through the remainder of the year.  That being said, 

the  September 17, 2020 NOAA Three-Month Precipita on Probability map indicates that most of the 

state is expected to see below normal chances of precipita on for the next three months which could 

lead to our area seeing some minor drought condi ons set in. 

U.S. SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK 
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
As you can see from the October 3, 2020 U.S. Palmer 

Drought Severity Index, although much of West Texas has 

been experiencing some drought condi ons through the 

summer, most of the state is now near normal (including 

all of east Texas); however, North and West Texas are 

experiencing some “extreme” drought condi ons.  

The October 7, 2020 Year to Date Observed Precipita on 

Map indicates that most of our District has received aver-

age rainfall for the year with most of Newton County sur-

passing its annual rainfall average.  The majority of the 

District has already received between 40—60 inches for 

the year (with two months s ll remaining); however, it 

appears some small areas are below average so far. 
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CONSERVATION CORNER 

Did you know that you likely use between 50 to 100 
gallons of water each day? Every single day.  That's be-
tween 18,000 - 36,000 gallons each year per person.  
And the mind-boggling part?  The largest household use 
of water is flushing the toilet.  We are literally flushing 
one of the earth's most precious natural resources 
down the toilet. 

That's the bad news. The good news is there is much 
you can do to conserve water and every drop does 
count.  Just ask anyone who has experienced a long 
term drought.  

First let's figure out your toilet's 
water use.  It should say some-
where on it how many gallons it 
uses per flush.  If it uses 1.6 gal-
lons per flush, it meets the cur-
rent federal standard.  Bonus 
points if it says 1.28 gallons per 
flush and meets the Environ-
mental Protec on Agency's 
(EPA) WaterSense standards.  
That’s a savings of 20% over the 

1.6-gallon model. If your toilet is an older, much less 
efficient model it is likely using between 3 and 6 gallons 
of water per flush.  According to EPA, if all of the ineffi-
cient toilets in the country were replaced with Water-
Sense models, it would equal 640 billion gallons of wa-
ter savings per year.  That's equivalent to the amount of 
water that flows over Niagara Falls for two weeks. 

Whether you already have a low-flow toilet or not, be 

sure it is func oning properly and not leaking.  To do 

this, open the back of the toilet and drop in a few drops 

of food coloring.  If that color appears in the toilet bowl 

within the next 15 minutes or so, you have a leak that 

needs to be fixed as soon as possible (be sure to flush 

within 20 minutes to prevent staining). 

Even though toilets are the biggest household user of 

water, they may not be the only way you are was ng 

water in the bathroom.  If you turn off the water while 

brushing your teeth, a household of four can easily save 

up to eight gallons of water per day—that's nearly 

3,000 gallons per year.  

The shower is another place with the poten al to save a 
lot of water.  Federal regula ons mandate that shower-
heads can't exceed 2.5 gallons of flow per minute, but 
the very best water saving showerheads use 2 gallons 
per minute or less.  Not only can you conserve water by 
installing a low-flow showerhead, but you can also save 
energy (and money) on water hea ng. 

When it is me to do laundry, be sure you are only 

washing full loads.  If you do have to wash a small load, 
be sure to use the appropriate water level se ng.  Also, 
look for Energy Star clothes washers, which clean 
clothes using 35% less water and 20% less energy than 
standard appliances.  

When it comes to the dishwater, just as with the clothes 

washer, you will get the best efficiency by making sure 

the dishwasher is full before running.  And as for doing 

dishes by hand, don’t bother.  An Energy Star rated 

dishwasher uses as li le as 3 gallons per load.  Even 

older dishwashers typically use less than 10 gallons, 

while washing dishes by hand can easily take more than 

20 gallons.  

If you follow these ps for water conserva on, you are 

bound to make your home a water conscience one.  
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Groundwater Waste Reduc on—Every Drop Counts, Why Not Conserve It 
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Static Water Level Observation Well Locations & State ID 

What Is A Sta c Water Level?  The Sta c Water Level is the distance from the surface of 

the ground down to the water table when a well is not being pumped.  This is some mes called the res ng 
water level.  For example, a sta c water level reading of –25 feet means that the distance from the ground 
down to the water table is 25 feet. 
 
In the data on the following page is a column indica ng the amount of sta c water level change from the 
previous year.  If the number is posi ve, it means that the water level has dropped in that par cular well.  If 
the change is a nega ve number, as most of them are, it means that the water level is higher than the previ-
ous year.  Typically large drops or rises are indica ve of shallow wells that are suscep ble and reac ve to 
wet and dry periods.  Conversely, deep wells are very stable and o en show li le change in sta c water lev-
el even a er long periods of drought or periods of excessive precipita on. 
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       STATIC WATER LEVEL READINGS 



November 12, 2020  SETGCD—Public Hearing and Regular monthly 
   Board mee ng - Virtual—Via Zoom 

November 26 & 27, 2020 Thanksgiving Break—District office closed 

December 2020  SETGCD — Board Holiday, No Regular Mee ng 

December 24 &25, 2020 Christmas Break—District office closed 

Due to Covid 19 the loca on of each mee ng will be set as we near the mee ng 

date.  We may con nue to meet virtually via the internet for a few more mee ngs. 

January 1, 2021  New Years Day—District office closed 

January 14, 2021  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 

January 18, 2021  Mar n Luther King Jr. Day— District office closed 

February 11, 2021  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 

February 15, 2021  Presidents Day—District office closed 

March 11, 2021  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS Universal Water Facts (or should we say water facts about 
the Universe) 

 In space, the boiling point of water decreases as 
air pressure decreases.  Because of the vacuum 
of space (zero air pressure) water will first boil 
then freeze. 

 The Interna onal Space Sta on uses dis lla on 
to recycle as much as 93% of its water.  This in-
cludes sweat, urine, and grey water. 

 Astronomers have found the largest and furthest 
reservoir of water in the universe.  It is 12 billion 
light years away surrounding a quasar.  It is es -
mated to be equivalent to 140 trillion mes more 
water than the water in all of our oceans. 

 Callisto, a moon of Jupiter, is believed to have an 
ice crust that is over 100 miles thick with a 6 mile 
deep ocean below it. 

 Recently NASA’s Hubble Telescope discovered K2
-18b, an Earth sized planet outside our Solar Sys-
tem with water vapor, an equilibrium tempera-
ture similar to Earth’s, and an atmosphere. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

Southeast Texas Groundwater 
Conservation District 
 
P.O. Box 1407 
Jasper, TX  75951 
 
Phone: (409) 383-1577 
E-mail: Jmartin@setgcd.org 
 

 

«Mr#/Mrs/Ms#» «First» «Last» 
«Water System» 
«Street» 
«City», «State»  «ZIP» 

“Till taught by pain, men really know not what good water is worth” 
‐Byron 


