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DISTRICT INFORMATION

CREATION OF THE DISTRICT

In 2003, the creation of the District was authorized by the 78
Texas Legislature through Senate Bill 1888. On November 2,
2004, the voters of Jasper and Newton Counties confirmed
creation of the District. In 2005, the Commissioner’s Courts of
Hardin and Tyler Counties adopted a resolution requesting that
Hardin and Tyler Counties be included in the District. On
November 8, 2005, the voters of Hardin and Tyler Counties
voted to become members of the Southeast Texas
Groundwater Conservation District.

PURPOSE

The Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District was created to conserve,
preserve, protect, recharge, and prevent waste of groundwater, and to control subsidence
caused by withdrawal of groundwater within its boundaries. As part of the process of
accomplishing its purpose, the District has adopted a Management Plan, which has been
reviewed and approved by the Texas Water Development Board.

DISTRICT INFORMATION

The District encompasses, in their entirety, Jasper, Newton, Hardin, and Tyler Counties,
which comprise an area of approximately 3,685 square miles with an estimated
population of 122,700 people (U.S. Census Bureau 2020 data — updated 5-year survey
February 2026).

The District is included in two regional water planning groups: Region |, Regional Water
Planning Group and Groundwater Management Area 14 (GMA 14). The District’s
General Manager, John Martin, is the current chairman of both the Region | Water
Planning Group and Groundwater Management Area 14, and Director Starr is also voting
members of the Region | Water Planning Group.

District Office

1017 FM 105 e P.O.Box 75
Evadale, TX 77615
Phone: (409) 276-9004
www.setgcd.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Olen Bean Bobby Rogers Charles Zimmerman
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

JASPER COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES:

14
Greqg Kelley, Director Billy Ted Smith, Director Steven Black, Director

Appointed by City of Jasper Appointed by Jasper County Appointed by Jasper County
Large Municipal Water Utility Rural Water Utility Large Industrial
Term: 2025 — 2027 Term: 2023 — 2025 Term: 2024 — 2026

NEWTON COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES:

L))

Landon Kelly, Director Deana Gibson, Director Thomas Hawthorne, Director

Appointed by City of Newton Appointed by Newton County Appointed by Newton County
Large Municipal Utility Rural Water Utility Forestry, Agriculture, Industry
Term: 2025 — 2027 Term: 2023 — 2025 Term: 2024 — 2026

Partial Term, Apt. July 2024
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES:

Paul Andrues, Director
Appointed by Hardin County
Agricultural, Industrial
Term: 2025 — 2027

Bobby Rogers, Sec./Tres

i WAL

Robb Starr, Dr.cto'r“

Appointed by Hardin County
Rural, Small Water Utility
Term: 2026 — 2028

TYLER COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES:

Appointed by Hardin County
Large Municipal Utility
Term: 2024 — 2026

Ken Jobe, Director
Appointed by Tyler County
Rural, Small Water Utility
Term: 2025 — 2027

STAFF:

John Martin, General Manager

Rick Russler, Director
Appointed by Tyler County
Large Municipal Utility
Term: 2026 — 2028

Charles Zimmerman, Director
Appointed by Tyler County
Forestry, Agricultural, Industry
Term: 2024 — 2026

GENERAL COUNSEL:

John D. Stover, General Counsel
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MANAGEMENT PLAN GOALS

SUMMARY - 2025

MANAGEMENT GOALS, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS,
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES, AND METHODOLOGY

Each year, an annual report will be created by the general manager and staff of the District
and will be provided to the members of the Board. The annual report will cover the
activities of the District including information on the District’'s performance in regards to
achieving the District's management plan goals and objectives. The annual report will be
delivered to the Board within one hundred and eighty (180) days following the completion
of the District’s fiscal year. A copy of the Annual Report will be kept on file and be made
available for public inspection at the District’s office upon adoption of the report by the
Board.

4.1 Providing the Most Efficient Use of Groundwater:

4.1.1 Objective - Each year, the District will require all new exempt or non-exempt wells
that are constructed within the boundaries of the District to be registered or permitted with
the District in accordance with the District’s Rules.

4.1.2 Performance Standard - The number of exempt and non-exempt wells registered
or permitted by the District for the year will be incorporated into the District's Annual
Report.

Performance Standard Met

The number of Exempt wells registered in 2024: 243
The number of Non-Exempt wells permitted in 2024.: 4
Additional data provided in Section 4

4.2 Controlling and Preventing the Waste of Groundwater in the District

4.2.1 Objectives - Each year, the District will make an evaluation of the District Rules to
determine whether any amendments are recommended to decrease the amount of waste
of groundwater within the District.

4.2.2 Performance Standard - The District will include a copy of the meeting
notice/agenda as well as the minutes of the meeting at which the District Rules were
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discussed and the determination of whether any amendments to the rules are
recommended to prevent the waste of groundwater in the District's Annual Report.

Performance Standard Met/Exceeded
The District included this item on the July 10, 2025 agenda. Both the notice/agenda
and meeting minutes are provided in Section 5.

4.2.3 Objective - Each year, the District will provide information to the public on
eliminating and reducing wasteful practices in the use of groundwater by posting an article
or newsletter on groundwater waste reduction on the District’'s website.

4.2.4 Performance Standard - Each year, a copy of the information provided in the
groundwater waste reduction article or newsletter posted on the District's website will be
included in the District’'s Annual Report.

Performance Standard Met

An article titled “Summertime Water Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips” was posted
on the District’s website and provided to local newspapers throughout the District. Printed
webpages showing the date and time the article was posted to the District’s website are
provided in Section 5. The article was published in the following publications: Silsbee
Bee (March 26, 2026), Jasper Newsboy (March 12, 2025), The Beaumont Enterprise
(March 9, 2025), the East Texas Banner website (March 7, 2025), the Newton County
News website (March 8, 2025), and the Tyler County Daily News website (March 7, 2025).

Performance Exceeded
The District exceeded this objective by sending water conservation pamphlets directly to
every new exempt domestic well owner upon receipt of the registration.

4.3 Controlling and Preventing Subsidence.

4.3.1 Objective — The District has reviewed the pertinent portions (Section 4.1.1 and
4.2.4) of the Texas Water Development Board’s subsidence risk report: Identification of
the Vulnerability of the Major and Minor Aquifers of Texas to Subsidence with
Regard to Groundwater Pumping, — as well as other sources for applicability to the
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District in an effort to better proactively
manage subsidence.

At this time, there are no known occurrences of subsidence within the District. The District
proactively strives to prevent subsidence from occurring by applying its Rules, meeting
the goals of its management plan, and participating in joint planning efforts in both GMA
14 and the Region | Water Planning Group. Subsidence is one of the main considerations
in groundwater management area planning and must be taken into consideration in the
desired future conditions process prior to adopting new desired future conditions. The
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District will participate in this process by attending at least one Groundwater Management
Area 14 meeting each year.

4.3.1 Performance Standard — A copy of the Groundwater Management Area 14’s
meeting notice/agenda and sign-in sheets (or any other available evidence of attendance)
will be included in the District’s annual report.

Performance Standard Met

GMA 14 convened six meetings in 2025: February 3, 2025, March 26, 2025, April 30,
2025, May 28, 2025, September 17, 2025, and November 19, 2025. The District was in
attendance at all six scheduled meetings. The notices/agendas and sign-in sheets are
provided in Section 6.

4.3.2 QObjective - Each year, the District will review the data from subsidence monitoring
locations within the District boundaries and may pursue installation of additional PAM or
CORs subsidence monitoring locations.

4.3.2. Performance Standard - Each year, a summary of the data related to subsidence
monitoring stations within the District and installation of additional sites will be included in
the Annual Report submitted to the Board of Directors of the District.

Performance Standard Met

Data provided from the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District’s interactive website
subsidence monitoring stations is included in Section 6 of this Report. Currently 3 CORS
stations located within the District are providing subsidence/surface elevation data (TXKO
— located Hardin County, TXWO - located in Tyler County, and TXNE — located in Newton
County).

Performance Standard Exceeded

The District exceeded this goal by installing a fourth CORS station, located in Jasper
County, just south of Buna, TX on CR 784. This station began recording elevation data
on May 16, 2025 and the data is regular collected and uploaded to the Harris-Galveston
Subsidence District for analysis (which is done after the end of each calendar year).
Additionally, the District submitted a grant application to the Texas Water Development
Board in an effort to secure grant funds that would allow the District to install 7 additional
CORS stations within the District, with the goal of having 2 CORS stations in each county.

4.4 Addressing Conjunctive Surface Water Management Issues.

4.4.1 Objective - The District will coordinate conjunctive surface water issues with the
Angelina and Neches River Authority (ANRA), Lower Neches Valley Authority (LNVA),
the Sabine River Authority (SRA), and the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group
(also known as Region 1), by either inviting the officials from the Planning Group and river
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authorities to attend a District meeting at least once a year or by attending at least one of
the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group meetings each year.

4.4.2 Performance Standard. - A copy of the invitation letters to the Planning Group and
the surface water providers, as well as evidence that the letters have been sent, via either
U.S. Postal Service (registered/return receipt) or e-mail will be included in the District’s
annual report, or a copy of the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group meeting
notice(s) and sign in sheet(s) indicating a representative of the District was present will
be included in the District's Annual Report.

Performance Standard Met

The East Texas Regional Water Planning Group convened four meetings in 2025:
January 7, 2025, February 6, 2025, May 1, 2025, and September 9, 2025. The District
had at least one representative in attendance at each of the scheduled meetings. The
notices/agendas and sign-in sheets are provided in Section 7.

Performance Standard Exceeded

This goal was exceeded as every Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District
meeting notice/agenda is provided to the surface water entities within the District as well
as to the Regional | Water Planning Group administrator who forwards the notice to all
Region | Members.

4.5 Natural Resource Issues Affecting the Use and Availability of Groundwater
or Affected by the Use of Groundwater.

4.5.1 Objective - The District requires that all water wells used in conjunction with the
exploration of hydrocarbons be registered with the District.

4.5.2 Performance Standard — Each month the Board will be provided information
pertaining to any new water well registered and drilled for the purpose of hydrocarbon
exploration and a summary of all these wells will be included in the District's Annual
Report.

Performance Standard Met

Each month the Board of Directors is provided with a GIS map and a summary of each
registration which is inclusive of all new wells registered for the purpose of hydrocarbon
exploration. A total of 8 oil/gas related water wells were registered within the District in
2025 for the exploration of hydrocarbons. Copies of the data are provided in Section 8.

4.6 Addressing Drought Conditions.

4.6.1 Objectives - The District will post an article and/or drought index maps regarding
drought conditions in the District at least annually on the District’'s website.
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4.6.2 Performance Standard - A copy of the article and/or drought index maps posted
on the District's website regarding drought conditions will be included in the District’s
annual report.

Performance Standard Met

An article addressing drought conditions was published in the Fall 2025 issue of the
SETGCD Well Monitor newsletter and posted to the District's website on October 10,
2025. Additionally, each month the latest U.S. P.D.S.I map, the Texas Monthly P.D.S.1.,
and /or the U.S. Drought Monitor maps are posted to the District’'s website. Copies of the
article (via the newsletter) are included in the SETGCD Well Monitor newsletter in
Appendix A and copies of the monthly drought maps posted on the District’s website are
provided in Section 9.

Performance Standard Exceeded

The Performance Standard only requires an article regarding drought to be posted to the
District’'s website, or drought maps be posted to the District's website annually. The
District not only did both options, but continues to updated the drought maps to the
District's website on a monthly basis. Additionally, drought maps were provided each
month in the Manager’s Report and provided to the District’'s Board.

4.7 Addressing Conservation, Recharge Enhancement, Rainwater Harvesting,
Precipitation Enhancement, or Brush Control.

Conservation is the only practice which is practicable in the District. The District does not
consider recharge enhancement, precipitation enhancement, or brush control to be either
necessary or practical at this time. Rainwater harvesting is not necessary due to the very
high rainfall rate in the District. Therefore, these four goals are not applicable.

4.7.1 Objective - The District will annually submit an article regarding water conservation
for publication to at least one newspaper of general circulation in Jasper, Newton, Hardin
and Tyler Counties.

4.7.2 Performance Standard - A copy of the article submitted by the District for
publication to a newspaper of general circulation in Jasper, Newton, Hardin and Tyler
Counties regarding water conservation will be included in the District's annual report.

Performance Standard Met

An article titled “Summertime Water Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips” was sent
to 4 area newspapers on March 6, 2025. The Article was also provided to the East Texas
Banner, the Newton County News, and Tyler County Daily News which are online only
publications. The article was published in the following print publications: Silsbee Bee
(March 26, 2026), Jasper Newsboy (March 12, 2025), The Beaumont Enterprise (March
9, 2025), and posted to East Texas Banner website (March 7, 2025), the Newton County
News website (March 8, 2025), and the Tyler County Daily News website (March 7, 2025).
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4.7.3 Objective - The District will publish and mail or email, at least once annually, an
informative flier or newsletter on water conservation and related issues to groundwater
use permit holders. A copy of the flier or newsletter shall also be made available on the
District’s website.

4.7.4 Performance Standard — A copy of the flier or newsletter on water conservation
and related issues, along with the mailing/emailing list of the permit holders to whom it
was provided shall be included in the District’s annual report.

Performance Standard Met

The District published the Fall 2025 SETGCD Well Monitor newsletter on September 29,
2025 and emailed or mailed it to all permit holders on the same day. The newsletter was
uploaded and made available on the District’s website on October 1, 2025. A copy of the
newsletter along with the list of permit holders is provided in Appendix A.

Performance Standard Exceeded

This goal was exceeded by not only providing the newsletter to permit holders throughout
the District but to all VIPs (county officials, city officials, and city managers and engineers)
as well as licensed water well drillers with business addresses within the District and in
neighboring counties.

4.8 Addressing in a Quantitative Manner the Desired Future Conditions

4.8.1 Objective - The District will monitor groundwater conditions within the District by
measuring the static water levels in at least fifteen (15) monitor wells annually.

4.8.2 Performance Standard — The recorded static water levels of the fifteen (15) monitor
wells will be included in the District’s annual report.

Performance Standard Met

The District recorded static water levels from =50 observation wells on two separate
occasions (spring 2025 and fall 2025). The static water level data for these wells is
provided in Section 11.

Performance Standard Exceeded

This goal was exceeded by recording the static water levels from three times the number
of required wells, not just once annually, but twice (spring and fall). Additionally, the
District in conjunction with the GMA 14 Members has been reviewing static water level
data on a regional basis and the static water level information gathered by the Districts
was most recently analyzed in a report by Dr. William Hutchison. The report titled
"Comparison of Measured Drawdowns with Simulated Drawdowns from the Desired
Future Conditions Adopted in 2021 in Groundwater Management Area 14”.
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GOAL 4.1 - Muti Year Comparison

Registered & Permitted Wells
Annual Comparison 2015 - 2025

Jasper County 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic 66 78 75 91 109 98 82 84 71 76 82
Exempt/Registered Wells - Other 2 3 7 5 1 4 4 1 0 0 1
Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil Gas Related 3 9 2 7 2 4 7 2 8 5 1
Non-Exempt Wells — Industrial/Commercial 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3
Non-Exempt — Public Water Supply 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED | 71 93 86 103 | 112 | 106 93 87 79 82 88

Newton County

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic 30 30 27 46 53 49 35 42 47 36 37
Exempt/Registered Wells - Other 1 2 3 0 1 1 1 2 1 0 7
Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil Gas Related 1 0 0 3 1 3 2 2 6 4 3
Non-Exempt Wells — Industrial/Commercial 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Non-Exempt — Public Water Supply 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED | 34 33 30 49 56 53 38 46 54 40 48

Hardin County

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic 87 87 84 87 70 84 73 84 92 71 79
Exempt/Registered Wells - Other 4 6 4 10 2 7 5 4 3 2 0
Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil Gas Related 3 3 3 1 0 0 6 3 3 2 5
Non-Exempt Wells — Industrial/Commercial 1 0 8* 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Non-Exempt — Public Water Supply 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED | 95 97 99 99 74 91 84 91 98 75 84

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATERCONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT



GOAL 4.1 - Muti Year Comparison

Tyler County 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic 40 60 62 73 71 55 45 48 47 51 62
Exempt/Registered Wells - Other 5 3 3 2 5 3 3 0 2 1 1
Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil Gas Related 1 0 7** 15 13 0 4 3 8 5 3
Non Exempt Wells — Industrial/ Commercial 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED | 47 64 72 91 89 59 52 51 57 58 66

DISTRICT WIDE TOTALS

2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic 223 | 255 | 248 | 297 | 303 | 286 @ 235 | 258 | 257 | 234 | 260
Exempt/Registered Wells - Other 12 14 17 17 9 15 13 7 6 3 9
Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil Gas Related 8 12 12 26 16 7 19 10 25 16 12
Non Exempt Wells — Industrial/ Commercial 2 1 10 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 3
Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply 2 5 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 2
TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED | 247 | 287 287 | 342 | 331 309 267 | 275 288 | 255 | 286

Average number of Exempt/Registered wells for the previous 10-year period 2015 — 2024 is 289.8
Average number of Exempt/Registered wells for the previous 5-year period 2020 — 2024 is 306.8
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PROVIDING THE MOST EFFICIENT USE OF GROUNDWATER

Objective

1. Each year, the District will require all new exempt or permitted wells that are
constructed within the boundaries of the District to be registered or permitted with
the District in accordance with the District’s Rules.

Performance Standard

1. The number of exempt and non-exempt wells registered or permitted by the District
for the year will be incorporated into the District’'s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

The District enters all registered and permitted wells into its ArcMap GIS Database. The
database not only provides the District with the number and types of wells being drilled,
but also their specific location, and after receipt of the driller's Well Report, the well depth
and static water level. The following tables show a breakdown of the number of new
exempt and non-exempt wells registered and/or permitted by county and type, followed
by two tables with totals for the entire District. Additional tables are included comparing
previous years with the 2025 data.

The District had a total of 243 exempt wells registered in 2025. The District also had 4
non-exempt wells permitted in 2025. Overall, the 243 exempt wells registered in 2025
was approximately a 13% decrease from 2024. If we look at all wells registered over the
past 5- and 10-year time periods the total number of wells registered is down 21%
compared to the previous 5-year average, and down approximately 16% compared to the
previous 10-year average. The oil & gas related well category only had 8 wells registered
in 2025 compared to 12 wells in 2024. The District saw fewer non-exempt wells registered
in 2025 compared to 2024, with only 4 non-exempt wells permitted, however this is only
down slightly from the previous 5-year average of 4.4 wells, and is an increase on the
previous 10-year average of 2.9 wells per year.

Included in this section are ArcMap GIS location maps for each county. These maps
show the location of each exempt well registered and non-exempt well permitted in 2025,
as well as information regarding ownership, date of registration/permitting, and the
identity of the driller. A map showing the locations of all the water wells that were plugged
within the District in 2025 is also included. The number of wells plugged in 2025 was 16.
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Also included in this section is a table showing how many wells were drilled into each
layer of the Gulf Coast Aquifer. In the far northern portions of the District the data is
incomplete as it is likely that it is the Catahoula layer of the aquifer that is being utilized.
When reviewing the new well data for each county these wells are categorized as N/A or
U/K for the Aquifer Layer and Geologic Layer. The following is a breakdown of which
layer is being utilized, the number of wells drilled and the overall percentage:

AQUIFER LAYER TOTAL NUMBER OF PERCENT
WELLS DRILLED
Chicot 178 73.50%
Evangeline 1 00.45%
Burkeville 2 00.90%
Jasper 21 9.25%
U/K (likely Catahoula) 25 10.00%

Note: this table is not inclusive of all wells registered/permitted in 2025 with approximately
6.5% of the State Well Reports having not yet been submitted or the wells have not yet
been drilled. These numbers are very similar to the past several years in that majority of
wells are drilled into the Chicot layer of the Gulf Coast Aquifer, with the Jasper layer
making up the maijority of the remaining percentage (of wells with known aquifer layer
data).
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COUNTY TOTALS

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic

Jasper County Number of WeIIs 2025

Exempt/Registered Wells - Other

Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil and Gas Related

Non-Exempt Wells — Industrial / Commercial

Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply

Plugged Wells

2
3
0
0
6

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED WELLS

71/0

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic

Newton County Number of WeIIs 2025

Exempt/Registered Wells - Other

Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil and Gas Related

Non-Exempt Wells — Industrial / Commercial

Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply

Plugged Wells

1
1
0
2
0

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED WELLS

32/2

Hardin County Number of WeIIs 2025

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic

Exempt/Registered Wells - Other

Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil and Gas Related

Non Exempt Wells — Industrial/Commercial

Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply

Plugged Wells

4
3
1
0
5

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED WELLS

94 /1

Tyler County Number of WeIIs 2025

Exempt/Registered Wells - Domestic

Exempt/Registered Wells - Other

Exempt/Registered Wells - Oil and Gas Related

Non Exempt Wells — Industrial/Commercial

Non Exempt Wells — Public Water Supply

Plugged Wells

5
1
1
0
5

TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED WELLS

46 /1
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DISTRICT WIDE TOTALS

Exempt/Registered Wells — Domestic 223
Exempt/Registered Wells — Other 12
Exempt/Registered Wells — Oil and Gas Related 8
Non Exempt/Permitted — Industrial/ Commercial 2
Non Exempt/Permitted — Public Water Supply 2
Plugged Wells 16
TOTAL REGISTERED/PERMITTED WELLS 243 /4

TOTAL EXEMPT-REGISTERED / NON-EXEMPT-PERMITTED

Total Number of Wells - 2025
Exempt/Registered Wells 243
Non Exempt/Permitted Wells 4
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Wells Registered / Permitted in Jasper County - 2025

Legend

5 Exempt Domestic Wells

© Exempt Other Wells

B Exempt Oil and Gas Related Wel
T AN




Jasper County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6288  New Well Lisa Paskell Keith 01/11/2025 Chicot Lissie
6295  New Well Dustin Jones Whit 01/24/2025 Chicot Lissie
6297  New Well Nick Paskell Keith 01/30/2025 Chicot Lissie
6300  New Well Dusty Paskell Keith 01/30/2025 Chicot Lissie
6299  New Well Micah Jones Whit 01/31/2025 Chicot Lissie
6304  Replacement Well Robynn Paskell Keith 02/06/2025 Chicot Lissie
6371 New Well I Terri Bishop Nathan 02/13/2025 U/K U/K
6308  Replacement Well John and Mary  Jones Whit 02/20/2025 Chicot Lissie
6312  New Well Randy Jones Bobby 02/26/2025 U/K U/K
6318 New Well Alexis Jones Bobby 03/11/2025 U/K U/K
6320 New Well Robert Bishop Nathan 03/13/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6321 New Well Joshua Paskell Keith 03/13/2025 Chicot Lissie
6325  New Well Michael Turk Mitch 03/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
6326 New Well Nathan Bishop Nathan 03/18/2025 U/K U/K
6379  New Well David Jones Bobby 03/21/2025 Jasper Oakville
6345  New Well Travis Jones Bobby 04/02/2025 Chicot Willis
6346 New Well Stephanie Bishop Nathan 04/08/2025 Jasper Oakville
6351 New Well James Jones Bobby 04/15/2025 U/K U/K
6358  New Well Adam Paskell Keith 04/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6362  New Well Mortgage Corp. 21st Jones Bobby 04/18/2025 <null> <null>
6366  New Well Justin Paskell Keith 04/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
6368  New Well Clinton Paskell Keith 04/30/2025 Chicot Lissie
6369  New Well Megan Paskell Keith 05/05/2025 Chicot Lissie
6377  New Well Jacob Jones Whit 05/20/2025 Chicot Lissie
6378  New Well Bruce Paskell Keith 05/22/2025 Chicot Lissie
6380 New Well Jake Gore Dale 05/29/2025 Jasper L.L./ Oakville
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Jasper County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6383 New Well Becky Paskell Keith 06/03/2025 Chicot Willis
6390 New Well Shelby and Paskell Keith 06/06/2025 Chicot Willis

Lindsey
6392  New Well Clayton Paskell Keith 06/06/2025 Chicot Lissie
6394  New Well Lane Paskell Keith 06/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6402  New Well Andrew Bishop David 06/24/2025 U/K U/K
6407 New Well Chris and Bishop Nathan 07/01/2025 <null> <null>
Stephanie

6410  New Well Joe Bishop Nathan 07/02/2025 Jasper Oakville
6399 New Well - Owner Kurt Stephenson Kurt 07/07/2025 <null> <null>

Drilled
6415  New Well Seth Bell Evan 07/14/2025 U/K U/K
6417 New Well Johnie Gore Dale 07/14/2025 Chicot Willis
6421 New Well Harley Paskell Keith 07/23/2025 Chicot Willis
6445  New Well Shelby Paskell Keith 08/11/2025 Chicot Lissie
6446  New Well Jade / Eric Paskell Keith 08/12/2025 Chicot Lissie
6449  New Well Neal Jones Whit 08/13/2025 Chicot Lissie
6450  New Well Austin Jones Whit 08/13/2025 Chicot Lissie
6456 New Well Paul Jones Bobby 08/21/2025 U/K U/K
6475  New Well Aymee Paskell Keith 09/12/2025 Chicot Lissie
6474  New Well Jerrold Jones Whit 09/15/2025 Chicot Lissie
6479  New Well David Gore Dale 09/18/2025 Chicot Lissie
6484 New Well Dylan Jones Whit 09/22/2025 Chicot Lissie
6480 New Well Aaron Jones Bobby 09/25/2025 U/K U/K
6481 New Well David Jones Whit 09/25/2025 Chicot Lissie
6490  New Well Adam Paskell Keith 10/01/2025 Chicot Lissie
6503 New Well Jeremy Turk Mitch 10/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
6504  New Well Donna Turk Mitch 10/15/2025 Chicot Lissie
6513  New Well Bubba Gore Dale 10/16/2025 U/K U/K
6509 Replacement Well Darrell Bishop David 10/21/2025 Chicot Willis
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Jasper County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER

6511 New Well James Jones Bobby 10/21/2025 Chicot Willis

11569 New Well Eursula Jones Bobby 10/24/2025 Chicot Lissie

11567 New Well Timothy Jones Whit 10/28/2025 Chicot Lissie

11571  New Well Sean and Kara  Jones Bobby 10/31/2025 U/K U/K

11572  New Well William Jones Whit 11/03/2025 Chicot Willis

11574 New Well Art Paskell Keith 11/04/2025 Chicot Lissie

11578 New Well Cassie Jones Whit 11/05/2025 Chicot Lissie

11583 New Well Justin Gore Dale 11/14/2025 U/K U/K

11584 New Well Ross and Gore Dale 11/18/2025 U/K U/K

Margaret

11592 New Well Robert Bishop David 11/21/2025 <null> <null>

11598 New Well Justin Gore Dale 12/08/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
11611 New Well Clint Gore Dale 12/20/2025 Chicot Willis

11605 New Well Ronald Jones Whit 12/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
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Jasper County - Exempt Oil and Gas Related Wells - 2025

WELL OWNER WELL NAME DRILLING CO. DATE DRILLED  PLUGGED? FRACKED? AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
Zarvona Energy, Josey Francis 1H  J&S Water Wells N N <null> <null>

LLC WW#2

Paleo Oil Company Monarch B#1 Pinnergy LTD 03/28/2025 N N Chicot Lissie
Zarvona Energy, Josey Francis 1H  J&S Water Wells 04/09/2025 N N Jasper Oakville

LLC WW#1

Jasper County - Exempt Other Wells - 2025

ID NO. COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLERLAST DRILLER FIRST DATE DRILLED AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
455 Less Than 25,000 Jasper Newton Bell Evan 04/01/2025 Chicot Lissie
gpd Electric Coop

467 New Well / Church Jeremy Jones Bobby 10/14/2025 U/K U/K



Wells Registered / Permitted - Newton County - 2025

Legend

Exempt Domestic Wells
Exempt Other Well
Exempt Oil and Gas Related Well

Non-Exempt Public Water Supply B
Wells




Newton County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6305 New Well Sarah Jones Bobby 02/07/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6306 New Well Stephanie Paskell Keith 02/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6315 \l;lvevn Well / Pond Mystery Bishop Nathan 03/05/2025 Burkeville Middle Lagarto
e
6316 New Well / Shop Mystery Bishop Nathan 03/05/2025 Burkeville Middle Lagarto
6319 New Well Casey Bishop Nathan 03/10/2025 Chicot Willis
6322  New Well Emily Paskell Keith 03/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
6323 New Well Clay Gore Dale 03/14/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6324 New Well Robert Jones Bobby 03/17/2025 Chicot Willis
6331 New Well Mikey Jones Bobby 03/19/2025 Chicot Lissie
6344 New Well John Bishop Nathan 04/02/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6357 New Well Kim Paskell Keith 04/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6361 New Well Daniel Bishop Nathan 04/18/2025 Evangeline Upper Lagarto
6386  New Well Buddy Bishop Nathan 06/03/02025 U/K U/K
6385  New Well Jimmy Bishop Nathan 06/03/2025 Chicot Willis
6401 New Well Michael Bishop Nathan 06/24/2025 <null> <null>
6412 New Well Jonathon Paskell Keith 07/16/2025 Chicot Lissie
6420 New Well Joyce Bishop Nathan 07/16/2025 Chicot Willis
6423 Replacement Well Johnny Bishop David 07/18/2025 U/K U/K
6427 New Well Tommy Bishop Nathan 07/23/2025 Chicot Lissie
6437 New Well Christina Jones Bobby 08/04/2025 Chicot Willis
6457  New Well Haylie Bishop David 08/21/2025 U/K U/K
6465  New Well James Jones Bobby 09/03/2025 Jasper Lower Lag /
Oakuville
6472 New Well Johnny Paskell Keith 09/10/2025 Chicot Lissie / Willis
6483  New Well James Bishop David 09/22/2025 U/K U/K
6488  New Well Mirela Paskell Keith 09/30/2025 Chicot Willis
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Newton County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6501 New Well - Pond Robert Paskell Keith 10/14/2025 Chicot Willis
6502  New Well - Home Robert Paskell Keith 10/14/2025 Chicot Willis
6508 New Well Richard Bishop David 10/21/2025 <null> <null>
11565 New Well Pamela Bishop David 10/27/2025 <null> <null>
11579 New Well Brandon Bishop David 11/06/2025 <null> <null>

Newton County - Exempt Other Wells - 2025

IDNO. COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATEDRILLED AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
453 Replacement / David Bishop Nathan <null> <null>
agricultural

Newton County - Exempt Oil and Gas Related Wells - 2025

WELL OWNER WELL NAME DRILLING CO. DATE DRILLED  PLUGGED? FRACKED? AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
Geo Terre Operating  B.E.Quinn IIl ETAL Fas Line Services  06/25/2025 N N Chicot Lissie
#1
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Newton County - Non-Exempt Municipal/WSC/Public - 2025

IDENT COMMENT OWNER DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE PERMITTED
Ayers Test 1 Water Quality Testing WSR Water Co., LLC  Bishop Nathan 10/21/2025
Ayers Test 2 Water Quality Testing WSR Water Co., LLC  Bishop Nathan 10/21/2025
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Wells Registered / Permitted in Hardin County - 2025

Exempt Domestic Wells

Exempt Other Wells

Exempt Oil and Gas Related Well
Non-Exempt Industrial/Commercial Well




Hardin County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6286  New Well James Turk Mitch 01/02/2025 Chicot Willis
6287 New Well John and Betty  Gore Dale 01/08/2025 Chicot Lissie
6290 New Well Jerryd Turk Mitch 01/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
6292 New Well Sanda Turk Mitch 01/24/2025 Chicot Lissie
6303  New Well Chad Turk Mitch 02/05/2025 Chicot Lissie
6311 New Well Michael Turk Mitch 02/26/2025 Chicot Lissie
6309  New Well Joseph Paskell Keith 02/27/2025 Chicot Willis
6310 New Well Amanada Paskell Keith 02/28/2025 Chicot Lissie
6328 New Well Ryan Paskell Keith 03/19/2025 Chicot Lissie
6329 New Well Willie Gore Dale 03/19/2025 Chicot Lissie
6332 New Well Patrick Jones Whit 03/20/2025 Chicot Lissie
6335  New Well Thomas Turk Mitch 03/21/2025 Chicot Lissie
6336 New Well John Greak, Il James 03/24/2025 <null> <null>
6337 New Well Stuart West Randy 03/25/2025 Chicot Lissie
6338 New Well Timothy Jones Whit 03/26/2025 Chicot Lissie
6350 New Well / llligally Juan Flowers 04/04/2025 <null> <null>
Drilled / Flowers
6353 New Well Jack Paskell Keith 04/11/2025 Chicot Lissie
6355  New Well Bradley Paskell Keith 04/16/2025 Chicot Lissie
6363 New Well / John Bell Evan 04/23/2025 Chicot Lissie
Registered Late
6365 New Well Dylan Turk Mitch 04/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
6367 New Well / Late Laura Bell Evan 04/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
Registration
6370 New Well Andrea Holmes Kenneth 05/01/2025 Chicot Lissie
6374 New Well Jason Turk Mitch 05/13/2025 Chicot Lissie
6375  New Well Rodney Gore Dale 05/16/2025 Chicot Willis
6376 New Well Julia Holmes Kenneth 05/19/2025 Chicot Lissie
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Hardin County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6381 New Well Kenneth Gore Dale 06/02/2025 Chicot Lissie
6387 New Well Roger Turk Mitch 06/05/2025 Chicot Lissie
6393 New Well Gary Paskell Keith 06/16/2025 Chicot Lissie
6395  New Well Billy Turk Mitch 06/18/2025 Chicot Lissie
6396  New Well Jay Turk Mitch 06/20/2025 Chicot Lissie
6397 New Well Fernando Bell Evan 06/23/2025 Chicot Lissie
6403  New Well Michael Turk Mitch 06/27/2025 Chicot Lissie
6409  New Well William Paskell Keith 07/04/2025 Chicot Lissie
6411 New Well Dillon Turk Mitch 07/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6414  New Well Talia Turk Mitch 07/16/2025 Chicot Lissie
6422 New Well Norbert Jones Whit 07/21/2025 Chicot <null>
6424 New Well Clayton Holmes Kenneth 07/23/2025 Chicot Lissie
6426 New Well Stephen West Randy 07/23/2025 <null> <null>
6430 New Well Austin Jones Whit 07/25/2025 Chicot Lissie
6431 New Well Wesley Turk Mitch 07/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
6438 New Well Merle Turk Mitch 08/04/2025 Chicot Lissie
6439 New Well Sara Bell Evan 08/04/2025 Chicot Lissie
6440 New Well Lane Paskell Keith 08/07/2025 Chicot Lissie
6442  New Well Mildred Paskell Keith 08/08/2025 Chicot Lissie
6443 New Well Vanessa Paskell Keith 08/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6444 New Well Nathan Paskell Keith 08/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6453 New Well Troy Paskell Keith 08/19/2025 Chicot Lissie
6451 New Well Ray Paskell Keith 08/20/2025 Chicot Lissie
6452 New Well (2nd Jacee Paskell Keith 08/20/2025 Chicot Lissie

home for

daughter)
6461 New Well Chrisotpher West Randy 08/28/2025 Chicot Lissie
6462 New Well Shannon and Paskell Keith 09/04/2025 Chicot Lissie

Matthew

6464  New Well Mitchell Paskell Keith 09/05/2025 Chicot Lissie
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Hardin County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6468  New Well Mike Paskell Keith 09/06/2025 Chicot Lissie
6466 New Well Jason Bell Evan 09/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6467 Replacement Well B. A Turk Mitch 09/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6469 New Well Steven Paskell Keith 09/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6471 New Well Athan Jones Whit 09/10/2025 Chicot Lissie
6478 New Well Sonny Paskell Keith 09/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6482 Replacement Well Jerry Turk Mitch 09/22/2025 Chicot Willis
6486 New Well Terry Turk Mitch 09/26/2025 Chicot Lissie
6489 Replacement Well Thomas Turk Mitch 10/01/2025 Chicot Lissie
6491 New Well Brandi Turk Mitch 10/03/2025 Chicot Willis
6492 New Well Richard Paskell Keith 10/03/2025 Chicot Lissie
6494 New Well Samanth Paskell Keith 10/06/2025 Chicot Lissis
6496 New Well Bryan Turk Mitch 10/07/2025 Chicot Lissie
6497 New Well Velma West Randy 10/09/2025 Chicot Lissie
6499 New Well Joedy West Randy 10/10/2025 <null> <null>
6507 New Well Craig Gore Dale 10/14/2025 Chicot Willis
11566 New Well Joe Bell Evan 10/28/2025 Chicot Lissie
11568 New Well Dyllon and Paskell Keith 10/28/2025 Chicot Lissie
Kendall
11570 New Well Lisa West Randy 10/29/2025 Chicot Lissie
11573 New Well Howard Turk Mitch 11/04/2025 Chicot Lissie
11577 New Well Elvia Paskell Keith 11/05/2025 Chicot Lissie
11586 New Well Brian Pakell Keith 11/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
11589 New Well Colby Paskell Keith 11/21/2025 Chicot Lissie
11590 New Well Kevin Paskell Keith 11/21/2025 <null> <null>
11595 New Well Richard West Randy 11/22/2025 Chicot Lissie
11599 New Well Tyler Turk Mitch 12/10/2025 Chicot Lissie
11600 New Well Elizabeth Turk Mitch 12/12/2025 Chicot Lissie / Willis
11601 New Well Saul Paskell Keith 12/12/2025 Chicot Lissie
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Hardin County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
11602 New well Sterling Turk Mitch 12/17/2025 Chicot Lissie / Willis
11603 New Well Justin Gore Dale 12/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
11606 New Well Colton Turk Mitch 12/21/2025 Chicot Lissie
11607 New Well Colbie Turk Mitch 12/21/2025 Chicot Willis
11610 New Well Grant Paskell Keith 12/22/2025 Chicot Willis
11609 New Well Wayne Johnson Aaron 12/23/2025 Chicot Willis
11612 New Well Hunter Jones Whit 12/31/2025 Chicot Lissie

Hardin County - Exempt Other Wells - 2025

ID NO. COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE DRILLED AQUIFER GEO. LAYER

456 New Well / Retreat Peter Holmes Kenneth 04/07/2025 Chicot Lissie
Property

457 New Well / Retreat Peter Holmes Kenneth 04/07/2025 Chicot Lissie
Property

459 New Well / Less Beau Turk Mitch 05/21/2025 Chicot Willis
Than 25,000

461 New Well / Agri. Ken Turk Mitch 07/26/2025 Chicot Lissie

Hardin County - Exempt Oil and Gas Related Wells - 2025

WELL OWNER WELL NAME DRILLING CO. DATE DRILLED  PLUGGED? FRACKED? AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
Whitehead Arriola Fee #192 George Bellenger 06/08/2025 Y N Chicot Lissie
Resources, LTD

Whitehead Arriola Fee #192 George Bellenger 06/08/2025 Y N Chicot Lissie
Resources, LTD

TX Operating EFF Doty Jackson Dales Water Wells 09/19/2025 N N Chicot Lissie

Partners LLC
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Hardin County - Non-Exempt Industrial/Commercial Well - 2025

Company_Name COMMENT DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE PERMITTEL AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
Modern Land Co. New Well / Concrete Holmes Kenneth 10/15/2025 Chicot Lissie
Prod
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Wells Registered / Permitted in Tyler County - 2025

Legend
Exempt Domestic Wells
Exempt Other Wells
Exempt Oil and Gas Related Well

Non-Exempt
Industrial/Commercial Well




Tyler County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6291 NewWell Joe Gore Dale 01/15/2025 Chicot Willis
6296  New Well Sam Turk Mitch 01/25/2025 Chicot Lissie
6298 New Well / Owner Loren and Diane U/K U/K 01/31/2025 <null> <null>
Registered (drilled
2009 ish)
6302 New Well Eddie Gore Dale 02/03/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6313 Replacement Well Toby Gore Dale 03/03/2025 Chicot Willis
6314  New Well Brittany Bell Evan 03/03/2025 Chicot Willis
6333 New Well Steve Ballard Sammuel 03/25/2025 Chicot Willis
6339 New Well Regina Gore Dale 03/26/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6340  New Well James Bell Evan 03/26/2025 U/K U/K
6341 New Well Alana Ballard Sam 04/01/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6349 New Well Sean Gore Dale 04/08/2025 Chicot Lissie
6356  New Well Mitchell Turk Mitch 04/16/2025 Chicot Lissie
6359  New Well Derrick Turk Mitch 04/18/2025 Chicot Willis
6373 New Well Vanna Gore Dale 05/12/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6384 New Well Johnny Gore Dale 06/03/2025 Jasper Oakville
6398 Replacement Well Jerry Paskell Keith 06/20/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6400  New Well - Curt Jones Bobby 06/25/2025 Chicot Willis
Developer
6416  New Well Mike Gore Dale 07/14/2025 Chicot Willis
6413  New Well - Curt Jones Bobby 07/17/2025 Chicot Willis
Developer
6418 New Well Lance Gore Dale 07/17/2025 Chicot Lissie
6432 New Well Bryce and Gore Dale 07/28/2025 N/A N/A
Chelsea
6434  New Well Kevin Jones Bobby 07/30/2025 U/K U/K
6435  New Well Nancy Jones Bobby 07/30/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
6441 New Well Tyler Turk Mitch 08/06/2025 Chicot Willis
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Tyler County - Exempt Domestic Wells - 2025

COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNERFIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REG. AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
6447  New Well Gaston Gore Dale 08/12/2025 Chicot Lissie / Willis
6448  New Well/ David Gore Dale 08/13/2025 Chicot Willis
second home on
property
6454 New Well Aaron Holmes Kenneth 08/15/2025 Chicot Willis
6460  New Well Jessie Jones Bobby 08/22/2025 U/K U/K
6470 New Well Thomas Bell Evan 09/10/2025 Chicot Willis
6473 New Well Frederical Bell Evan 09/11/2025 Chicot Willis
6485  New Well Brandon Turk Mitch 09/26/2025 Chicot Lissie
6487 New Well Mike Holmes Kenneth 09/29/2025 Chicot Willis
6506 New Well Doug Gore Dale 10/13/2025 Chicot Willis
11575 New Well Ryan Gore Dale 11/04/2025 Chicot Lissie
11580 New Well Dana Turk Mitch 11/12/2025 Chicot Willis
11581 Replacement Well John Gore Dale 11/14/2025 Chicot Lissie
11587 Replacement Well Douglas Turk Mitch 11/18/2025 Chicot Willis
11588 New Well Matt Jones Bobby 11/18/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
11593 New Well Elizabeth Gore Dale 11/25/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
11596 New Well Morgan Jones Bobby 12/02/2025 U/K U/K
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Tyler County - Exempt Other Wells - 2025

ID NO. COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE DRILLED AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
458 New Well / Live Rick Gore Dale 04/24/2025 U/K U/K
Stock
464 New Well / Agri. Mark Gore Dale 10/06/2025 U/K U/K
468 New Well / Agr. Elizabeth Gore Dale 11/21/2025 Jasper Lower Lagarto
Stock Pond
470 New Well / Agr. Chad Chaffin Jay 12/08/2025 <null> <null>
Stock Pond
471 New Well / Agr. Jimmy Gore Dale 12/31/2025 Chicot Lissie / Willis

Stock Pond - solar

Tyler County - Exempt Oil and Gas Related Wells - 2025

WELL OWNER WELL NAME DRILLING CO. DATE DRILLED  PLUGGED? FRACKED? AQUIFER GEO. LAYER
Sandalwood WN Unit A George Bellenger 03/01/2025 Y N Chicot Lissie
Exploration

Tyler County - Non-Exempt Industrial/Commercial Well - 2025

Company_Name COMMENT DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE PERMITTED AQUIFER GEO. LAYER

Pulice Construction  Temp Well for Hwy 69  Turk Mitch 01/31/2025 Chicot Willis
Construction
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Plugged Wells 2025




Plugged Wells 2025 - District Wide

IDENT
Meteor #1 WW2

JT&l Custom Homes
Mary Rene 1H

Fistfull of BS 1H
WW#2

Fistfull of BS 1H
WW#3

Fistfull of BS 1H
WW#1

WN Unit A

Monarch #1

Arriola Fee #192
Rivendell 1H
Hooper 2H
Hancock #1 ww1

Meteor #1
SETX Barndominium

LAST NAME

<null>

<null>

<null>

<null>

<null>

FIRST NAME

David

Janet

<null>

<null>

<null>

<null>

<null>
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COMPANY

Jamex, Inc.

JT&l Custom Homes
Geo Southern

Zarvona Energy
Zarvona Energy
Zarvona Energy

Sandalwood
Exploration

Paleo Oil Company

Whitehead
Resources, LTD

Burk Royalty /
Navidad Op

Burk Royalty /
Navidad Op

Burk Royalty /
Navidad Op

Jamex, Inc.

SETX Barndominium

DATE PLUGGED
01/02/2025

02/07/2025
02/26/2025
03/04/2025

03/04/2025

03/04/2025

03/27/2025

03/27/2025
05/02/2025
05/23/2025
09/03/2025

10/02/2025

10/02/2025

10/02/2025

12/02/2025
12/23/2025



CONTROLLING AND PREVENTING THE
WASTE OF GROUNDWATER IN THE DISTRICT

Objectives

1. Each year, the District will make an evaluation of the District Rules to determine
whether any amendments are recommended to decrease the amount of waste of
groundwater within the District.

2. Each year, the District will provide information to the public on eliminating and
reducing wasteful practices in the use of groundwater by posting an article or
newsletter on groundwater waste reduction on the District’s website.

Performance Standard

1. The District will include a copy of the meeting notice/agenda as well as the minutes
of the meeting at which the District Rules were discussed and the determination of
whether any amendments to the rules are recommended to prevent the waste of
groundwater in the District’s Annual Report.

2. Each year, a copy of the information provided in the groundwater waste reduction
article or newsletter on the District’s website will be included in the District’s Annual
Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

Attached is a copy of the District's July 10, 2025 meeting notice/agenda as well as the
minutes of that meeting at which the District's Rules were discussed and evaluated
(Agenda Item 9), specifically considering any changes that would reduce the amount of
waste of groundwater within the District. After discussing potential rule changes, the
board considered adding language to address the water that is used for flushing public
water supply systems, however, no action was taken and no changes were made.

OBJECTIVE 2

The article titled “Summertime Water Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips” was
posted on the District’'s website and provided to local newspapers throughout the District.
Printed webpages showing the date and time the article was posted to the District’s
website are provided in Section 5. The article was published in the following publications:
Silsbee Bee (March 26, 2026), Jasper Newsboy (March 12, 2025), The Beaumont
Enterprise (March 9, 2025), the East Texas Banner website (March 7, 2025),

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




the Newton County News website (March 8, 2025), and the Tyler County Daily News
website (March 7, 2025). A copy of the article is included in this section as well as in Goal
4.7 and is also included in the SETGCD Well Monitor newsletter in Appendix A (Tab 12).

In addition to the article being posted, the District continues to provide electronic copies
of three informative water conservation pamphlets on the District's “Conservation”
webpage: Household Water Use and Ways to Save, Water is Limited. Save Some Today,
and Conserving Water Outdoors. These pamphlets are designed by the Texas Water
Development Board in conjunction with its Water IQ program. The District also provides
these pamphlets directly to the owner of each new well that is registered within the District.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District

NOTICE is given that the Board of Directors of the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District will hold a monthly board meeting on Thursday July 10, 2025
starting at 10:00 a.m., at the Jasper County Courthouse Annex Building, Emergency
Operations Center (2" floor), at 271 East Lamar, Jasper, Texas 75951 in accordance
with the Texas Open Meeting Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code or (as
amended).

Reqular Board Meeting:

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;
Public comment;

3. Discussion and possible action to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2025
Board meeting;

4. Discussion and possible action regarding the monthly Treasurer’s Report and

approval of payables presented;
5. Presentation of the District’s 2" Quarter 2025 Investment Report;

6. Discussion and possible action regarding the annual review of the District's
Fiscal Management and Investment Policy;

7. Discussion and possible action regarding large volume groundwater export
projects throughout Texas;

8. Discussion and possible action regarding potential changes to District Rules
including but not limited to water marketing and large volume export projects;

9. Discussion and possible action regarding potential changes to the District’'s Rules

including but not limited to Management Plan item 4.2(1) — “Evaluation of the
District’'s Rules to determine whether any amendments are recommended to
decrease the amount of waste of groundwater within the District:

10.  Discussion and possible action regarding adding a second employee and the
related need for additional office space;

11.  Manager’s Report to include: Update on subsidence monitoring/CORS station,
general legislative update, presentation at Texas Well Owner Network (TWON)
seminar, and drought conditions;

12.  Establish date and time of next meeting; and,

13. Meeting adjourned.

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District,
(409) 383-1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be
made.



Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District
July 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes
Jasper County Courthouse Annex Building
Emergency Operations Center 2"! Floor
Jasper, Texas

Directors Present: Directors Absent:
Olen Bean, President Deana Gibson
Charles Zimmerman, Sec. / Treasurer ' Greg Kelley

Bobby Rogers, Vice President Thomas Hawthorne
Paul Andrues Landon Kelly
Steven Black

Brent Marcum
Rick Russler
Billy Ted Smith
Robb Starr

John Martin, General Manager

Regular Board Meeting:

1.

Call to order: At 10:06 a.m., President Bean called to order the regular meeting of the
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District and asked Vice President Rogers to
open the meeting with an invocation. President Bean then asked Manager Martin to
conduct roll call. A quorum was confirmed with 9 Directors present, 4 Directors absent.

Public comment: President Bean noted that no members of the public were present.

. Discussion and possible action to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2025 Board meeting:

President Bean asked if there were any comments or questions regarding the previous
meeting’s minutes. Director Smith made motion to approve the June 12, 2025, meeting
minutes. Director Starr seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion and possible action regarding the monthly Treasurer’s Report and approval of
payables presented: Treasurer Zimmerman provided a detailed review of the District’s July
2025 Treasurer’s Report including account balances, monthly payables, and the expected
First State Bank (FSB) operating account balance after the July payables have been
disbursed. Director Starr made motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and payables
presented. Director Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Presentation of the District’s 2" Quarter 2025 Investment Report: Manager Martin
reviewed the 2" Quarter 2025 Investment Report including deposits and withdrawals,
interest earned and deposited, ending balances, and interest rates for each of the District’s
accounts. He noted that the current WA calculation as of June 30 was 70.42 days, well
within the requirement of 365 days. He also neted that the change in total investments
from the 1% Quarter 2025 Investment Report was a reduction of just under $2,200. He

1



explained that the first half of the year saw many large expenses such as those related to
the CORS station and our annual financial audit. Manager Martin then noted Meeting
Material Items 5a — 5d, which included Investment Report, the WAM calculation form, the
State Comptroller’s Divestment Lists and the latest Texpool S&P ratings, which continue
to be AAA for both accounts.

He reminded the Board that no action is required on this matter, only that the Board be
provided and review an investment report each quarter.

. Discussion and possible action regarding the annual review of the District’s Fiscal

Management and Investment Policy: Manager Martin reviewed that it is an annual
requirement that the District review its Fiscal Management and Investment Policy. He
noted that no changes that impacted the District were made to the PFIA during the
legislative session and that he was not recommending any changes to the policy this year.

After a brief discussion Director Smith made a motion that the District approve the policy
as is, with no changes. The motion was seconded by Director Russler. The motion passed
unanimously. :

. Discussion and possible action regarding large volume groundwater export projects

throughout Texas: Manager Martin began by noting Meeting Material Item 7A which was
an article on a large export project in the Brazos Valley GCD which was originally intended
to export 100,000-acre feet of water a year out of that district. He pointed out that the
articles says that they have “settled” this issue, with the settlement being a reduction in the
amount requested. The amount to be approved cut in half the original request and will
allow permittee to export 50,000-acre feet per year.

He then stated that the large export project up in.the Trinity and Neches Valleys GCD
(TNVGCD) is still a very hot topic. He referred the directors to Meeting Material Item 7b,
a draft letter that President Bean suggested we consider sending to our county judges
regarding the matter and the fact that the same parent company has a large tract of land
within the District in Hardin County. Manager Martin stated that he drafted the letter as
being addressed from him, however, wanted the director's thoughts on whether they
thought it should be from President Bean.

After some discussion, it was recommended that the letter be sent from President Bean and
include a couple of minor changes: first, the addition of some language in the first
paragraph of the letter providing comparison data based on local pumping to the proposed
export pumping. And secondly, that the letter be Cc’d to the Liberty County Judge’s office
as well. Director Starr made motion to approve sending the letter with the changes
discussed. Director Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Manager Martin then reminded the board that Representative/Chairman Harris has called
a House Natural Resources Committee public hearing on the TNVGCD matter and that it
is scheduled for July 15th. He explained that the public hearing was by invitation only for
testimony and that our district had not been specifically invited, however the Region I
Water Planning Group has been invited. Manager Martin stated that he spoke to Attorney
Stover about this and that it was his recommendation that he attended the public hearing
but only as a resource witness for the Region I Water Planning Group. He stated that he
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planned on attending that public hearing (noting that it would be poor form to ignore an
invitation from the Chairman of the House Natural-Resources Committee, especially after
his committee recently passed our bill), but since it would be an expense to the District if
there were any objections, he would not attend. No objections were made.

Discussion and possible action regarding potential changes to District Rules including but
not limited to water marketing and large volume export projects: Manager Martin explain
that Attorney Stover is very busy and has not given us anything specific yet, but has been
assured the he was working on our Rules. He noted that he spoke to Attorney Stover earlier
in the week on this subject and reiterated the importance of reviewing and updating our
rules to assist the board to better handle today's “water world”.

One of the items Manager Martin specifically asked Attorney Stover to review and look
into is our guidelines for hydrogeologic reports. Manager Martin noted that when we last
made rule changes, one of the things we included ‘was an updated guideline for
hydrogeologic reports, and when researching the subject he saw that some districts had
very extensive requirements. He noted meeting material item 8b, which was the
hydrogeologic report guidelines from the Bluebonnet GCD.

Director Russler inquired as to why Rule 14, which pertained to permit requirements for
export projects. Manager Martin explained that GCDs cannot legally treat permit requests
any differently because of the location where the water was going to be used. Because of
this, he noted that several years back he recommended that the rules be changed so that the
permit requests be treated the same, whether for in-district use or export; he also noted that
the rules still allow for export fees to be collected for water that directly leaves the District.
Manager Martin did note that thar our rules could address all permits with tiered
requirements as is the case with the provided hydrogeologic guidelines that he shared.

Additional discussion was had on export fees with Director Starr suggesting that the
District adopt higher export fees. Manager Martin noted that he and President Bean had
discussed suggesting the same thing but in a way that would either grandfather existing
permit holders who export or implementing a tiered fee structure that would step up the
export fee based on the volume being exported. Treasurer Zimmerman noted that
additional funding from the export fees could be used for additional monitoring sites such
as the CORS station the District recently installed. Manager Martin stated that he would
discuss this with Attorney Stover and bring back recommendations for consideration.

Director Starr noted that he had a suggestion for a change to our rules that would be related
to decreasing the amount of waste of groundwater. Manager Martin noted that we should
advance to the next agenda item to specifically discuss that.

. Discussion and possible action regarding potential changes to the District’s Rules including

but not limited to Management Plan item 4.2(1) — “Evaluation of the District’s Rules to
determine whether any amendments are recommended to decrease the amount of waste of
groundwater within the District: Director Starr commented that he though some language
could be added to the rules that would relate to the reducing waste. He explained that water
systems need to flush their systems, and he believed that adding language to the District
Rules would be beneficial. Manager Martin asked if he would draft some language specific
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to his request so that the District could consider adopting his suggestions at a later meeting.
Director Starr agreed to do so.

Manager Martin noted that he had no recommendations for any additional rule changes
that would specifically apply to the reduction of waste of groundwater within the District.
No actions were taken at this time.

Discussion and possible action regarding adding a second employee and the related need
for additional office space: Manager Martin referred the Board to his written Managers
Report, quickly reviewed it and asked for their opinions on how best to proceed. After a
discussion on whether the District should first hire an assistant manager or and
administrative assistant, it was decided that first finding a potential predecessor to Manager
Martin would be the better option. Treasurer Zimmerman also noted the importance of
hiring an administrative assistant at some point prior to Manger Martin retiring. President
Bean quested that Manager Martin begin putting together a job description and numbers
related to salary and benefits for a full-time assistant manager to be discussed and
considered at a later meeting.

Also discussed was the need for additional office space. Although no action was taken on
this matter, it was agreed upon that Directors would begin looking for additional space by
way of talking with respective county judges.

. Manager’s Report to include: Update on subsidence monitoring/CORS station, general

legislative update, presentation at Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) seminar, and
drought conditions: Manager Martin asked if anyone had any questions on his written
Manager’s Report. None were asked. He provided additional information on a topic he
mentioned at the last meeting related to “produced water” from the oil and gas industry.
He quickly reviewed the basics of the case and noted that groundwater isn't typically part
of the mineral rights that the oil and gas industry own. The produced water is a waste
byproduct of the oil and gas industry and is typically very low quality, none-the-less, it is
becoming a commodity, and a recent Texas Supreme Court case was heard dealing with
who owned the produced water. Manager Martin stated that the Texas Supreme Court
decision said it belonged to the oil/gas company as a waste byproduct and not the surface
owner.

Manager Martin also mentioned one other'item. It was regarding the Socioeconomic
Impact Report recently made available by the Texas Water Development Board. He stated
that this report is required to be included as part of the Regional Water plan, and is also
used by the GMA's and was recently updated by the TWDB. He explained that when he
reviewed it, the report showed that a purported “shortage” of 78-acre feet per year in Tyler
county for industrial use. This “shortage” was shown to equate to an economic loss of
nearly $100 million dollars. He noted that he followed up with the Texas Water
Development Board to confirm that that minimal amount of water, based on their
methodology, would equate to such a huge number. Manager Martin said they responded
that they checked their numbers and utilizing the same methodology used for the industrial
category across the state, that the number was correct.



12. Establish date, time. place. and agenda items of next meeting: President Bean noted that
August is one of the District’s two holiday months and that the next regularly scheduled

meeting would be September 11, 2025

13. Meeting adjourned at: 12:05

- e Wi

Olen Bean, President Charles memerm}n/ Segretary/Treasurer

Date: September 11, 2025




Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once
again. That means our water use is going to increase significantly. It is estimated that during the
summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall,
depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we
use at home is used outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow some
simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you don’t, you may be
wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since
nearly all water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is
groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for future use when we
experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

e Don’t water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the
day, you can lose a significant amount of the water you are applying to evaporation.

e Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week.
Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much
water you are getting.

e One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. Ifit
does, you needn’t worry about watering. Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow
longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

e In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground
cover will allow the water to seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

e Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It’s not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a
month to a pool due to summertime evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce
evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season
you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

e Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they
can significantly increase the amount of water you lose to evaporation. Save water by
limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate it all together.

¢ Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could
use as much as 100 gallons or more washing your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to
save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 — 70
gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water
bill if you are on a public system, is to install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation
system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by thousands of
gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you
would like.



There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to
use later when you need it for watering your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to
get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot
located near or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter
downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof surface.
Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they need watering, you will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each
plant individually when you water. You can purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local
home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of
components and between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District’s Website at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board’s
site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once again. That means our water use is going to
increase significantly. It is estimated that during the summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the
year. Overall, depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we use at home is used
outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren't wasting water is to follow some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious
resource. If you don't, you may be wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since nearly all
water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are
banking it for future use when we experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

¢ Don't water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the day, you can lose a significant amount of the
water you are applying to evaporation.

* Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week. Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain
gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much water you are getting.

e One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it does, you needn’t worry about watering.
Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

¢ In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground cover will allow the water to seep deeperinto
the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

* Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It's not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a month to a pool due to summertime
evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season
you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

* Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they can significantly increase the amount of water
you lose to evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate it all together.

* Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could use as much as 100 gallons or more washing
your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 -
70 gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water bill if you are on a public system, isto
install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by
thousands of gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to use later when you need it for watering
your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned
barrel that has a spigot located near or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter downspout. You
will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they
need watering, you will be ready to go.

With adrip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each plant individually when you water. You can
purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of

components and between 50— 100 feet of tubing to get you started.

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District's Website at: https://
setged.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board's site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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OUTDOOR TIPS

One inch of water per week in the summer will keep
most Texas grasses healthy. To determine how long
you should run your sprinklers, place straight-edged
cans at different distances away from the sprinkler
and time how long it takes to fill an average of 1 inch
of water in each can.

Don't abuse the benefits of an automatic sprinkler
system by over-watering. Set it to provide thorough
but infrequent watering. Check sprinkler heads
regularly to make sure they are working properly.
Install rain shut-off devices and adjust sprinklers to
eliminate coverage on pavement.

Prevent evaporation of water. Water lawns early in
the morning or in the evening during the hotter
summer months. Never water on windy days. Use
drip irrigation systems for bedded plants, trees, or
shrubs and use low-angle sprinklers for lawns. Cover
pools and spas. This can save the equivalent of your
pool volume each year!

Plant water-efficient, well-adapted, and/or native
shrubs, trees, and grasses. Choose plants that are
drought and heat tolerant and can survive the
minimum winter temperatures in your area. In
odd-shaped areas, use drought-tolerant groundcover
instead of grass. Many cities provide lists of water-
efficient plants.

Harvest the rain. Buy a rain barrel or a cistern and
collect the water from your gutters to water your
plants.

Use your water efficiently. Don’t waste water by
cleaning patios or sidewalks with it; use a broom.
For plants that need more water, use a hose or
watering can to give them additional water.

{3 Printed on recycled-content paper

Keep grass 3 inches tall during the summer and
don’t cut more than one-third of its length at one
time. Don’t scalp lawns when mowing during hot
weather. Taller grass holds moisture better. Leave
lawn clippings on the lawn instead of bagging.

Use lots of mulch around your shrubs and trees. It
will retain moisture, reduce run-off, moderate soil
temperatures, and help with weed control.

Don't over-fertilize! Get a soil kit to determine what
nutrients your soil needs. If you apply fertilizer only
in the spring and fall, your grass will be healthy, use
less water, and require less mowing.

Use a car wash that recycles water. If you are washing
your car at home, use a bucket of soapy water and a
hose nozzle that shuts off the water while you scrub.

Texas Water
Development Board

www.twdb.texas.gov

P.O.Box 13231
Austin, Texas 78711-3231
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Know your water.
www.wateriq.org

Visit the following Web site
for additional information.

www.epa.gov/watersense
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WATER
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TIPS

USING WATER MORE EFFICIENTLY will

not only save money but, more importantly, will also
help protect the quality of life of future Texans.

With the vastness of Texas, it’s easy to forget two
important facts about our state: we are subject

to frequent droughts, and our population is
projected to double in the next S0 years. The cost of
developing new or additional supplies in that same
time period is estimated to be $30.7 billion.

To ensure that we have enough cost-effective water
for current and future Texans, we need to reduce the
amount of water we waste.



POSSIBLE WATER SAVINGS

= High-efficiency toilets, water-efficient washing
machines, rainwater harvesting systems, and
water-efficient landscaping can all help reduce
water use.

= Water-efficient showerheads and aerators for
faucets can significantly reduce the amount of
water you use. In fact, installing a water-efficient
showerhead is one of the most effective water-
saving steps you can take inside your house.

Leaky faucets and toilets can waste thousands of
gallons of water monthly, and they are inexpensive
to fix. A few small changes in your water use habits
can make a huge difference in water savings.

In the summer, outdoor water use can account for
50 percent or more of total water use. With proper
management, you can have a beautiful, healthy
landscape and reduce your water use significantly.
This can amount to hundreds of dollars in savings
ayear in water and often wastewater costs.

INDOOR TIPS
Bathroom

= Replace your showerhead with a water-efficient
model.

= Get in the shower as soon as the water becomes
warm enough.

= Take short showers.

= Take a shower instead of a bath. A shower with a
water-efficient showerhead often uses less water
than a bath.

= Reduce the level of water used in a bathtub by 1 or
2 inches if a shower is not available.

= Turn off the water while you are shaving. Fill the
sink with hot water instead of letting the water run
continuously.

= Replace your old toilet with a high-efficiency
toilet that uses 1.3 gallons per flush.

= Test toilets for leaks. Once in awhile, take the
top off of your toilet tank and watch it flush. Do
you notice any leaks? Yes? Replace the flapper
or rubber washer. Don’t forget about those less
obvious leaks. Add a few drops of food coloring
or a dye tablet to the water in the tank, but do not
flush the toilet. If the coloring appears in the bowl
within a few minutes, the toilet has a leak that
needs to be repaired.

Never use the toilet to dispose of trash.

Don’t waste water when brushing your teeth or
washing your hands. Shut off the water until it’s
time to rinse.

Kitchen

= Run the dishwasher only when full. This practice
will save water, energy, detergent, and money. If
your dishes are not very dirty, use the short wash
cycle. You can spend less money on water and
energy by installing a high-efficiency dishwasher.

Install faucet aerators. You'll never notice

the difference, and you'll cut your sink water
consumption in half! Also, don’t ignore leaky
faucets; they waste lots of water.

Keep a container of water in the refrigerator. It will
be refreshingly cool and won't waste water.

Dry scrape dishes instead of rinsing. Your
dishwasher will take care of the rest.

Use garbage disposals sparingly. They can waste
water unnecessarily.

Soak pans rather than scrubbing them while the
water is running.

= Rinse your vegetables in a pan of cold water; it
doesn’t take gallons of water to get the dirt off.

Laundry room

= Conventional washing machines use 32 to 59
gallons of water per load.

= Wash only full loads.

= Use the lowest water level setting on the washing
machine for light or partial loads whenever
possible.

= Use cold water as often as possible to save energy
and conserve hot water for uses that cold water
cannot serve.

Additional tips

= Don't ignore leaky faucets; they are usually easy
and inexpensive to repair. Turn off the valve under
the sink until you get around to repairing the leak.
A slow drip can waste as much as 170 gallons of
water each day and will add to the water bill.

Know where your master water shut-off valve is

in case a pipe bursts. Insulate hot water pipes. You
won't waste water waiting for it to get hot, and you
will save energy too.

Install water-softening systems only when
necessary, and if you have one, save water and salt
by running the minimum amount of regenerations
necessary to maintain water softness.

Replace water-to-air heat pumps and air
conditioners with air-to-air if you are purchasing
new units. They are just as efficient and do not
waste water.

Find other uses for water rather than letting it go

down the drain, such as watering house plants
with fish tank water.
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THE FUTURE OF
TEXAS WATER

Water is our state’s most precious and limited
resource. With a growing population and an
increasing need for water, we must be especially
vigilant about how we use the water we already
have. For years, Texas has experienced regularly
recurring droughts, and more are inevitable in
the future.

If Texans don't take steps to reduce water use,
we could face serious water shortages over the
next 50 years. If a drought of record occurs in
the immediate future, it has been estimated that
Texas could lose more than 400,000 jobs and
over $70 billion in annual economic activity.
And those impacts increase each decade if the
state water plan is not implemented.

Water conservation is often the least expensive
and most cost-effective way to ensure adequate
water supplies. Individual conservation practices
can make a big difference in our overall water use.

We need your help to save
water, starting today!




HELP CONSERVE
TODAY

Inside your home, toilets consume the most
water, followed by washing machines and
showers. Outdoor use can account for more
than 30 percent of total home water use.

Here are a few easy things you can start
doing today to save water.*

¢ Fix leaks — Leaks waste both water and
energy and can account for 10 percent or more
of your water bill. Frequently check for leaks in
your toilets, washing machines,

and sinks. A slow drip
adds up.

é Shorten
shower time —
Reducing your
shower time from
10 to 5 minutes could

save at least 12.5 gallons per
. shower with efficient showerheads.
. That's over 4,500 gallons a year.

" let water run when you wash your
hands, brush your teeth, and shave.
Turn it off until you need it again.

é Lower washing machine water level —
Use the lowest water level setting on your
washing machine whenever possible.

é Water more efficiently — Limit your yard
watering to no more than once a week, and
prevent water evaporation by watering early
in the morning—and never on windy days.
Also, adjust sprinklers so they don't water the
pavement or other unnecessary areas.

Take water conservation one step further.

Replace some of your household appliances
with more energy-efficient models, and add
rain sensors to your irrigation system.

6 Washing machines — High-efficiency

washing machines can save almost 25 gallons
£CO of water per load, and they save
energy.

¢ Toilets — The average flush
of an older toilet uses about
3.6 gallons of water, compared
to newer, high efficiency toilets that
use just 1.3 gallons per flush.

& Sprinklers — Install rain shut-off devices so
you don’t water the yard unnecessarily

during or after a rain.

* Indoor water use numbers are from

the Alliance for Water Efficiency:
www.allianceforwaterefficiency.or:

Texas Water
Development Board




Our need for water is growing, but

our current water supply will decline
over time. More and more water
conservation efforts will be necessary

to sustain our water supply. o
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Conservation
efforts are estimated
to make up approximately
27 percent of the water
generated through
recommended water
supply strategies
in 2030.
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CONTROLLING AND PREVENTING SUBSIDENCE

Objectives

1

The District has reviewed the pertinent portions (Section 4.1.1 and 4.2.4) of the
Texas Water Development Board’s subsidence risk report: Identification of the
Vulnerability of the Major and Minor Aquifers of Texas to Subsidence with Regard
to Groundwater Pumping, — as well as other sources for applicability to the
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District in an effort to better
proactively manage subsidence.

At this time, there are no known occurrences of subsidence within the District. The
District proactively strives to prevent subsidence from occurring by applying its
Rules, meeting the goals of its management plan, and participating in joint planning
efforts in both GMA 14 and the Region | Water Planning Group. Subsidence is
one of the main considerations in groundwater management area planning and
must be taken into consideration in the desired future conditions process prior to
adopting new desired future conditions. The District will participate in this
process by attending at least one Groundwater Management Area 14
meeting each year.

Each year, the District will review the data from subsidence monitoring locations
within the District boundaries and may pursue installation of additional PAM or
CORs subsidence monitoring locations.

Performance Standard

1

A copy of the Groundwater Management Area 14’s meeting notice/agenda and
sign-in sheets (or any other available evidence of attendance) will be included in
the District’s annual report.

Each year, a summary of the data related to subsidence monitoring stations within
the District and installation of additional sites will be included in the Annual Report
submitted to the Board of Directors of the District.

OBJECTIVE 1

Groundwater Management Area 14 (GMA 14) met six times in 2025, February 3, 2025,
March 26, 2025, April 30, 2025, May 28, 2025, September 17, 2025, and November 19,

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




2025. The District was in attendance at all six scheduled meetings.
OBJECTIVE 2

GMA 14 (of which the District is a member), adopted its most recent Desired Future
Conditions (DFCs) on February 23, 2022. On June 15, 2022 the Texas Water
Development Board deemed the DFC submittal to be administratively complete and on
July 14, 2022 the District adopted the DFCs specific and relevant to the District.

The new DFCs include “multiple metrics”, one of which is subsidence based. The
subsidence-based metric is “...no more than an average of 1.0 additional foot of
subsidence between 2009 and 2080”.

To track and monitor subsidence within the District, the District will utilize data made
available by the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District (HGSD). The HGSD operates a
network of their own subsidence monitoring stations and collects data from other sites
throughout the greater Houston area and makes this data available to the public. The
Harris-Galveston Subsidence District collects data from 3 sites within the District: the
TXKO site in Kountze, Texas, the TXWO site in Woodville, Texas, and the TXNE site in
Newton, Texas. | have also included data from site TXB1, located in Jefferson County
just 1.25 miles south of the Hardin/Jefferson County line (located just off 69/96/287).

In late 2024 the Board of Directors approved funds for a new subsidence monitoring
station to be constructed in Jasper County (Buna CORS). The site is located
approximately 2.5 miles south of Buna, Texas on the South Jasper County WSC’s well
#1 site on CR 784. The site was completed, brought online and began recording elevation
data in mid-May 2025. The data is manually downloaded from the station approximately
every 2 months and then uploaded to the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District (HGSD).
The HGSD has all the data collected from the calendar year analyzed at the beginning of
the following year. The Buna CORS station will collect data for 3 — 5 years to set a
baseline for the site, at which time the data will then be made available as part of the
HGSD website. Although data for the Buna CORS site will not be available for several
years, the new site is labeled on the map as TXBU.

Additionally, in an effort to add more CORS sites in the District, the District submitted a
grant application to the Texas Water Development Board for funds that would allow for 7
additional CORS stations to be installed. At the time of this report the status of the grant
request is unknown.

Included are two location maps for the sites (one a general HGSD map and the second
specific to the District), as well as site summaries and graphs showing the 5-Year
Subsidence Rate and Change in Ellipsoid Height. The Data provided from these sites
shows a very nominal change in surface elevation.
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The summaries and graphs provided indicate very stable conditions with the TXKO and
TXB1 site showing a minor increase in elevation and the TXWO and TXNE sites showing
a very minor decreases in elevation.
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area
14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation
districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria
County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on Monday
February 3, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation
District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the November 19, 2024 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of
interest to GMA 14;

7. Update from Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District regarding progress on the district’s
coring project;

8. Discussion and possible action regarding the Gulf2023 Model update;

9. Discussion and possible action regarding the development of the Desired Future Conditions
(DFCs) including, but not limited to, the schedule for development of the DFCs;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding non-voting advisory stakeholder committee(s);

11. Discussion and possible action regarding positions of chairman, secretary, and Region H

representative for the fourth round of joint planning;
Meeting will be convened as a meeting of the GMA 14 Joint Planning Interlocal Agreement Participants.
12. Discussion and possible action regarding the Interlocal Agreement For Governmental Functions
And Services Related to Joint Planning In GMA 14;
GMA 14 Interlocal Agreement Participants meeting will be adjourned, and the meeting of the GMA 14
District Representatives will reconvene.
13. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,
14. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County, Texas,

on this, the day of January, 2025.
QJK VL / / 7KL\_ L

John Martm Chairman
Deputy Clerk GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance
to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383-
1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 2/3/2025



GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA

February 03, 2025
(GMA 14) JOINT PLANNING MEETING 10 ,réo —_—
SIGN IN SHEET -
Member District District Representative Date Signature
Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland
 2l3les a Lt a
Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins 7 /3 / 9 S/ ([ )}A‘_/
Lone Star GCD Sarah K
one Star GC arah Kouba 2{ 2 / )~
Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore // ;//%Z(
Southeast Texas GCD John Martin }//3 / L4
Interlocal Participant Representative Date Signature
Harris Galveston Mike Turco il
Subsidence District ALRL S Q/%
Fort Bend Subsidence Ashley Greuter i W(/L/ )
District e omica O&F?Jupn 5*/5 /9{‘)5' LG WA C A %"“’
Washington Count ;
B o
Chambers County . £
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14 JOINT
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area 14
Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation districts
located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria County GCD,
Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on Wednesday March 26, 2025
beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the Brazoria County Courthouse Administration Building, 237 E. Locust St.,
2" Floor, Commissioner’s Court Room, Angleton, TX 77515.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

Call to order;

Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

Welcome and introductions;

Public comment;

Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the February 3, 2025 Joint Planning Meeting;

Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of

interest to GMA 14;

Update from Lone Star Groundwater GCD regarding progress on the district’s coring project;

Update (from Lone Star GCD), Discussion and possible action regarding the Gulf2023 Model update;

Discussion and possible action regarding GMA 14 representative and alternate to the Region H Regional

Water Planning Group;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding DFC management priorities/approaches;

11. Discussion and consideration of aquifer uses or conditions within the management area, including
conditions that differ substantially from one geographic area to another (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(1));

12. Discussion and consideration of the water supply needs and water management strategies included
in the state water plan (as required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(2));

13. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to accomplish
statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

14. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

15. Meeting Adjourned;

ok wn =

© o~

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast Texas
Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County, Texas, on

this, the day of March, 2025.
r\-/),(ﬁ{t w / Jl/f //’h /JL\_LL ’

Deputy Clerk / John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream via Microsoft Teams at: Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 299 476 590 813 / Passcode: JzZ9GR3cj
Dial in by phone: +1 469-848-0201,,353507945# / Phone conference ID: 353 507 945#

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance to
attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383- 1577, at
least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 3/26/2025



GMA 14 March 26, 2025

10:00 AM
MEMBER AND INTERLOCAL
SIGN IN SHEET
Member District I stet ¥ Date Signature
epresentative
Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland Sy
Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins j 5. 3 PR .Y (
Lone Star GCD Sarah Kouba 2 /ZLQ /3 &
Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore ; / Zé/ﬁ[

Southeast Texas GCD John Martin 23Q4-2S
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday April 30, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order,;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the March 26, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and possible action regarding DFC management priorities/approaches including
review of current DFCs/MAG via the updated GMA 14 GAM,;

8. Discussion and consideration of “hydrological conditions, including for each aquifer in the

management area the total estimated recoverable storage as provided by the executive
administrator, and the average annual recharge, inflows, and discharge” (as required by
Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(3));

9. Discussion and consideration of “other environmental impacts, including impacts on spring
flow and other interactions between groundwater and surface water” (as required by Texas
Water Code 36.108 (d)(4));

10. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

11. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

12. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,

Texas, on this, the day of April, 2025.
/M N P et

Deputy Clerk John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 4/30/2025



GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA April 30, 2025
(GMA 14) JOINT PLANNING MEETING 10:00 am
SIGN IN SHEET

Member District District Representative Date Signature
Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland
/ Fwt HAA
Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins & / /3 5 / s a ﬁ%
Lone Star GCD Sarah Kouba { & -
Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore
Southeast Texas GCD

John Martin L-//Za /Zj OM/LEA;———*‘
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Attachment “A”




GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday May 28, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the April 30, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and consideration of “the impact on subsidence” (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(5));

8. Discussion and consideration of “socioeconomic impacts reasonably expected to occur” (as
required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(6));

9. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

11. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,

Texas, on this, the day of May, 2025.
Q")é/\fl_ ///z 7 /‘ 7 \k\_t

Deputy Clerk John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 5/28/2025



GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA May 28, 2025
(GMA 14) JOINT PLANNING MEETING 10:00 am
SIGN IN SHEET

Member District District Representative Date Signature
Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland
CotPtly
Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins =3 /g? /02 It
Lone Star GCD Sarah Kouba 5 [ 70 ( :&S’ % v
-~
Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore ,§/25 /sz P M -
Southeast Texas GCD

John Martin g/Z S’/ZS /(/AM Y/C\J@
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday September 17, 2025 beginning at 1:00 P.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

Call to order,;

Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

Welcome and introductions;

Public comment;

Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the May 28, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and consideration of “the impact on the interests and rights in private property,
including ownership and the rights of management area landowners and their lessees and
assigns in groundwater as recognized under Section 36.002;” (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(7));

aorobd=
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8. Discussion and consideration of “the feasibility of achieving the desired future condition” (as
required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(8));
9. Discussion and consideration of “any other information relevant to the specific desired future

conditions” (as required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(9));
10. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;
11. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,
12. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,
Texas, on this, the day of , 2025.

4 A /M N e

John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

\ County Clerk Stamp J

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 9/17/2025



GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA

September 17, 2025
(GMA 14) JOINT PLANNING MEETING :
1:00 pm
SIGN IN SHEET
Member District District Representative Date Signature

Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland \
G))1125 {_,A 2 Z,,LH&LL_a
Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins Q / )7 / Se @/4/ -
Lone Star GCD Sarah Kouba e l (1 ‘ 2 W
Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore V ﬂ
_/é: '//‘17/ K L/Q&‘r / 'MQ
Southeast Texas GCD John Martin
-0~  |gr—=/ -
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area
14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation
districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria
County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on
Wednesday November 19, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star Groundwater
Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4, Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the September 17, 2025 GMA 14 Joint
Planning Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of
interest to GMA 14;

7. Presentation by Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) on recently passed legislation related
to Joint Planning, the Desired Future Conditions, and district Management Plans;

8. Review, discussion and consideration of member district management plans as required by
Chapter 36.108(c);

9. Review and discussion of the draft report comparison of measured drawdown with simulated
drawdown from the DFCs.”, by William Hutchison, Ph.D., P.E., P.G.

10. Presentation and discussion of GMA 14 model run;

11. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

12. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items;
13. Meeting Adjourned.

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,
Texas, on this, the day of , 2025.

John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

\ County Clerk Stamp —/

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance
to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383-
1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 11/19/2025



GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA November 19, 2025

(GMA 14) JOINT PLANNING MEETING 10:00 am
SIGN IN SHEET
Member District District Representative Date Signature
Bluebonnet GCD Zach Holland
y /)7 [ Fee o/

Brazoria County GCD Beverly Hopkins | ( / / g /o? f‘ /G

Lone Star GCD Sarah Kouba g

u / B f 2% 7

Lower Trinity GCD Gary Ashmore / / /7 2 {' ///W
Wk 20

Southeast Texas GCD John Martin : W i
(- /{25 £ (o )
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Subsidence Rates in Harris, Galveston, and Surrounding Counties, 2020-2024
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Subsidence Rates in Harris, Galveston, and Surrounding Counties, 2020-2024
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Subsidence Rates in Harris, Galveston, and Surrounding Counties, 202... https://hgsd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=6e...
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TXNE_HRF20 neu cm.png (PNG Image, 1189 x 1041 pixels) — Scaled (85%) https://hgsubsidence.org/GPS/2024/TXNE_HRF20 neu_cm.png
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GOAL 4.4

ADDRESSING CONJUNCTIVE SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT
ISSUES

OBJECTIVE

1. The District will coordinate conjunctive surface water issues with the Angelina and
Neches River Authority (ANRA), Lower Neches Valley Authority (LNVA), the
Sabine River Authority (SRA), and the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group
(also known as Region I), by either inviting the officials from the Planning Group to
attend a District meeting at least once a year or by attending at least one of the
East Texas Regional Water Planning Group meeting each year.

PERFORMANCE STANDARD

1. A copy of the invitation letters to the Planning Group and the surface water
providers, as well as evidence that the letters have been sent, via either U.S. Postal
Service (registered/return receipt) or email, will be included in the District’s Annual
Report, or a copy of the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group meeting
notice(s) and sign in sheet(s) indicating a representative of the District was present
will be included in the District’s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

The East Texas Regional Water Planning Group (also known as Region | WPG) is the
most comprehensive regional water planning agency in East Texas. The RWPG
incorporates all aspects of water use in the development of the Regional Water Plan and
is done so with 20 stakeholders/members. Three of the Region | WPG
stakeholders/members are the general managers of the three river authorities within the
District. Manager Martin works very closely in coordinating surface water issues with the
river authorities within the District and East Texas in general. Manager Martin has been
serving as the Region | Chairman since October 19, 2022. The District’s Director Robb
Starr is also an active voting member of the Region | WPG.

Region | scheduled and posted notices/agendas for four meetings in 2025, which were
all attended by one or more District representatives (Manager Martin or Director Starr).

In addition to being an active participant of the Region | Water Planning Group, the District
is also a member of Groundwater Management Area 14. This group’s goal is regional
planning for the shared groundwater resources within GMA 14 which is made up of 20
counties located over the northeastern portion of the Gulf Coast Aquifer.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




GOAL 4.4

The Desired Future Conditions (‘DFCs”) and associated Managed Available
Groundwater data are integral parts of the regional water planning process and are
developed wholly by the Groundwater Management Areas (GMA). Once DFC’s are
developed by the GMA, and then approved by the TWDB, the TWDB issues a Managed
Amount of Groundwater (MAG) report for that GMA. GMA 14 finalized and approved the
current DFCs in 2022 and subsequently a new MAG was made available (MAG GR 21-
019). The Regional Water Planning Groups are then required to utilize the data contained
in the MAGs in the development of the regional water plans.

The table below shows each water planning group, the date of the meeting and the
District’s representative(s) in attendance. At least one District representative attended
100% of both Region | and GMA 14 meetings; copies of the notices/agendas and sign-in
sheets are attached. Sign-in sheets may not be available or may show that a member
“signed in” virtually as Region | allows for virtual attendance. Because of this, the meeting
minutes for each meeting are included as they are the official record of the meeting and
indicate all members who were “present”.

Planning Group Date of Meeting Attendees
Region | Water Planning Group January 7, 2025 John Martin

Robb Starr
Region | Water Planning Group February 6, 2025 John Martin
Region | Water Planning Group May 1, 2025 John Martin
Region | Water Planning Group September 18, 2024 John Martin

Robb Starr
Groundwater Management Area 14 | February 3, 2025 John Martin
Groundwater Management Area 14 | March 26 , 2025 John Martin
Groundwater Management Area 14 | April 30, 2025 John Martin
Groundwater Management Area 14 | May 28, 2025 John Martin
Groundwater Management Area 14 | September 17, 2025 John Martin
Groundwater Management Area 14 | November 19, 2025 John Martin

Additionally, all regular meeting notices/agendas of the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District were provided via email to the surface water entities within the
District, as well as to the Regional Water Planning Group, which then emails the notice
to all Region | Members in an effort to encourage their attendance at our District meetings.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




Region I
‘ East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

REGION | WATER PLANNING GROUP

07 January 2025 ¢ 10:00 AM
Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

Meeting Details and Documents can be found at: https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
Remote Meeting Connection Information:

Join via Web Browser: https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 292 193 892 336
Passcode: GYXxWd

Join the meeting now

Call to Order

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance

Notice of Meeting

Roll Call/Determination of Quorum

Public Comments (limited to 3 minutes per speaker)

Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the September 18, 2024 meeting
Report from City of Nacogdoches — Cheryl Bartlett

© N Uv A wWwN e

Reports of Adjoining Regions” Activity:

a. Region C - David Montagne

b. Region D —John McFarland

c. Region H - Scott Hall

d. Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb
9. Reports from Standing Committees:
Executive Committee — John Martin
Finance Committee — Kelley Holcomb

Bylaws Committee — David Alders

a 0 T o

Technical Committee — Scott Hall
e. Nominations Committee — Monty Shank

10. Report from Consultant Team with Discussion by Regional Water Planning Group:
a. Review of 6! Cycle Water Planning Schedule

b. Updates on and Review of Posted Draft Initially Prepared Plan Chapters:
i. Chapter 1: Description of the Regional Water Planning Area
ii. Chapter 2: Projected Population and Water Demands


https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2ZkNjE5YTQtYTljYS00M2FhLWI0MWItNDkwNmE0ZTFkNWEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22da2f0fe6-adff-4f18-a87c-96fcb04a4dfa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220762b10-aa84-40b9-bdd7-f7b6e359320b%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2ZkNjE5YTQtYTljYS00M2FhLWI0MWItNDkwNmE0ZTFkNWEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22da2f0fe6-adff-4f18-a87c-96fcb04a4dfa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220762b10-aa84-40b9-bdd7-f7b6e359320b%22%7d

Region I
‘ East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

iii. Chapter 3: Evaluation of Current Water Supplies in the Region
iv. Chapter 4: Water Needs
c. Updates on and Overview of Draft Initially Prepared Plan Chapters:
i. Chapter 5A: Potentially Feasible WMSs
ii. Chapter 5C: Water Conservation
iii. Chapter 7: Drought Response

iv. Chapter 8: Unique Stream Segments, Unique Reservoir Sites, and Legislative
Recommendations

1. Discussion of and Potential Action on Lake Fastrill
d. Updates on Water Management Strategies (Task 5B)
e. Updates on Additional Initially Prepared Plan Tasks and Chapters:
i. Chapter 5B: Water Management Strategies
ii. Chapter 6: Impacts of Plan and Consistency with Protection of Resources
iii. Chapter 9: Implementation and Comparison to Previous Plan

11. Reports from other state agencies, as necessary:

Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout

a.
b. Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Stephen Lange
c. Texas Department of Agriculture — Manuel Martinez
d. Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson
e. Groundwater Management Areas — John Martin/John McFarland
12. General Discussion
13. Next Meeting Date — February 6, 2025 (IPP ADOPTION); Backup date: February 25, 2025

14. Adjourn

Comments from members and the public will be accepted by the Planning Group as listed in the agenda
items above. For questions, requests, or additional information outside of the general meeting, please
visit the Planning Group website, https://www.etexwaterplan.org/, or contact the Planning Group
Administrative Contact:

c/o City of Nacogdoches

PO Box 635030

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-3030
Attn: Cheryl Bartlett

Region | Administrative Contact
936-559-2528
regioniwater@gmail.com



https://www.etexwaterplan.org/
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Region I
‘ East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

07 January 2025 * 10:00 AM

Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

The Region | East Texas Regional Water Planning Group has an Executive Committee and four additional
standing committees. These committees function under the direction of the Region | East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group as defined in the approved By-Laws. Committee meetings are held as needed.
These Committees and their meeting times and agenda items are as follows:

Executive Committee — No Meeting

Nominations Committee — No Meeting

By-Laws Committee — No Meeting

Finance Committee — No Meeting

Technical Committee — No Meeting




Region I Water User Group Meeting, January 7, 2025

Sion -in Name Organization  Phone Email
VOTING MEMBERS Please check your contact information
, /'}/ .w‘ /L/Z 4_\ Alders, David Agriculture ‘936-569-1284 alders.david@gmail.com
' X Davis, Chris Counties 903-683-2324 cojudge@cocherokee.org
\V irm\ Dietz, Kate, PE Municipalities  903-330-1431  kdietz@tylertexas.com

vivwa\ Gorsich, David GM&) Industries 409-239-4514  david.m.qgorsich@exxonmobil.com
V\‘\H’M&k | IHal!, Scott! ;Ga{-&) = Rg’ver Authorities 409-892-4011  scotthall@lnva.org

Holcomb, Kelley River Authorities 936-633-7543 kholcomb@anra.org

X lJackson, Fred L. Counties 409-835-8466 -fiackson@co.ieﬁerson.tx.us
-Martin, John GMA-14 .409-383-0799 "[manin@setgcd.org
-McBroom, Matthew Environmental 936-468-2313 mcbroommatth@sfasu.edu
%W@ %J( ‘McFarIand, John _-GMA-']‘I 936-568-9292 jmcfarland@pgcd.org

/ \/t\YM( Mettauer, Matthew  Agriculture 936-598-9400 matthew@mettauerlaw.com
Miley, David Water District 903-658-7572 .david@rcgcd.org
.Montagne, David rRiver Authorities.409-746-2192 .dmontagne@sratx.org

7

V\;H'wd Sanders, Jenny Public 936-225-2175  jennyreneesnaders@gmail.com
Shank, Monty River Authorities‘ 903-876-2237  mdsunra@dctexas.net
‘Snyder, Mike Electric Power ‘409-981-21 14 msnyder@entergy.com
Starr, Robb Water Utilities  409-755-1559 robbs@lumbertonmud.com

e . e
/47/}?%/ Stelly, Terry Public 409-729-0268 TerrySsmxd@Aol.com

Y ’NW Wiesinger, Christophe Small Business 21 4-683-0567 ce cwiesinger@gmail.com




Region I Water User Group Meeting, January 7, 2025

Sion -in Name Organization Phone Email
NON VOTING MEMBERS / GUESTS
?L; &_ﬁookout Lann .TWDB -512-936-9439 Iann.bookout@twdb.texas.gov
.Martrnez Manuel ;;rli:c);iﬁ)ttu?; 713-677-9814 -manuef.martinez@texasaqriculture.qc

Watson, Trey
Lange, Stephen

uff, Brigit, PE
‘Zhang, Qiwen, PE
Skipwith, Jordan, PE

I3 ~
L it Mﬁ{Wameﬁ, Cheryl

ez

I A OQlale oull [s.3
Water Conserv
DA

TPWD

Plummer

Plummer

Freese & Nichols
City of

'Nacogdoches

DL

3~ 6'S 2- 706 watson@tssweb.texas. gov

936-569-8547

972-996-5681

972-996-5707

936-554-7839

stephen.lange@tpwd.texas.gov
bbuff@plummer.com
giwenzhang@plummer.com
‘iordan.skigwith@freese.com

regioniwater@gmail.com
At lee@ Ll o
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MINUTES OF THE
REGION I - EAST TEXAS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING
Tuesday, January 7, 2025 - 10:00 A.M.

. Call to Order — Chairman John Martin called the meeting to order at 10:03 A.M.
. Invocation/Pledge — David Alders led the invocation and the Pledge.
. Notice of Meeting — Notice was sent to Voting Members and posted as required.

. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum — The roll was called by Cheryl Bartlett and quorum
was determined as follows:

Voting Members Present: (17 of 22)
David Alders - Agriculture
Kate Dietz — Municipality (Virtual)
David Gorsich — Industry (Virtual)
Scott Hall — River Authority (Virtual)
Kelley Holcomb — River Authority
John Martin — GMA-14
Matthew McBroom - Environmental
John McFarland - GMA-11
Matthew Mettauer — Agriculture (Virtual)
David Miley — Water District
David Montagne — River Authority (Virtual)
Jenny Sanders — Public (Virtual)
Monty Shank — River Authority
Mike Snyder — Electric Power (Virtual)
Rob Starr — Water Utilities (Virtual)
Terry D. Stelly — Public
Christopher Wiesinger — Small Business (Virtual)
Voting Members Absent: (2)
Chris Davis - Counties
Fred Jackson — Counties (Virtual)
Voting Member Category Vacancies: (3)
Municipality
Small Business
Industry

Other Attendees

Agencies:
Lann Bookout — Texas Water Development Board
Trey Watson — Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board
Chang Lee — Dallas Water Utilities
Stephen Lange — Texas Parks & Wildlife
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Staff and Consultants:

Cheryl Bartlett - City of Nacogdoches
Brigit Buff, PE — Plummer Asso.
Qiwen Zhang, PE — Plummer Asso.
Jordan Skipwith — Freese & Nichols

Public Comments: None

Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the September 18, 2024 meeting
Kelley Holcomb made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2024 meeting as
presented, 2™ by Monty Shank, passed unanimously.

Report from City of Nacogdoches: Cheryl Bartlett
No updates to report. Updates on financial status will be presented in Treasurer’s report.

Reports of adjoining regions activity:

a.

oo

Region C — David Montagne; Have had much discussion about lack of water in the DFW
metroplex, except for Dallas. Many water providers in the NTx Municipal area are telling
large residential developers in the metroplex that they can’t get additional water. Central
Texas is also talking about a lack of water in the region. Discussions in Austin of getting
water through pipelines from east Texas and possibly Arkansas involving proposed multi-
billion-dollar projects at the state level.

Region D — John McFarland: met in November, no report.

Region H — Scott Hall: no report.

Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb: Interregional Planning Council has not met since
submitting their report in March, 2024.

Report from Standing Committees:

a.
b.

Executive Committee — John Martin: Did not meet - no report.

Finance Committee — Kelley Holcomb: The Committee met this morning, and we are
continuing to make progress on a backlog of Plummer invoices. There has been very little
change in the fund balance of the local Administrative account since the last meeting and
we do not expect any significant expenses through the end of the fiscal year. We will
continue to have updates in future meetings.

Bylaws Committee — David Alders: no report.

Technical Committee — Scott Hall: Committee met in November to review much of the
data being presented today. No significant issues were raised. Some points that were
brought up will be reviewed in the discussion of various Chapters today.

Nominations Committee — Monty Shank: committee did not meet today. We currently have
3 vacancies. Contact Monty if there are any recommendations for new members.

Report from consultant team with discussion and possible action by RWPG:
Brigit Buff (Plummer), Qiwen Zhange (Plummer), Jordan Skipwith (Freese & Nichols)

a.

Review of 6" Cycle Water Planning Schedule — We are close to the end of the cycle. Most
of the planning and evaluation has been completed and most of the draft chapters are
available for review. We will be reviewing updates for the IPP today for the final report
that is due in March, 2025. It will be important to have a quorum at the next meeting,
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scheduled for February 6™, to vote on adoption of the IPP for the March 3 submission. Next
on the schedule will be choosing a spring date in April/May to hold a public comment
hearing to gather input on the report. This meeting requires a 30-day notice and hard copies
of the IPP provided in locations in each county 30 days before and 60 days after the
meeting. Lann noted that the public hearing does not require a quorum of Regional
Planning Group members to be present. Another meeting will be held in
September/October to vote on approval of the final plan that is due October 25, 2025.

b. Updates on, and review of, Posted Draft Initially Prepared Plan chapters:
Chapters 1- 4 have been posted online for quite a while. We will be discussing comments
that have been received on these chapters as well as reviewing the remaining chapters.
1. Chapter 1: Description of the Regional Water Planning Area
Contains the introduction to the report and a basic directory of information. No
significant comments on this material have been received.
2. Chapter 2: Projected Population and Water Demands
Contains data and analysis of population and demand projections.
3. Chapter 3: Evaluation of Current Water Supplies in the Region
Contains data and analysis of water sources, systems and availability in the
region.
4. Chapter 4: Water Needs
Combines the supply and demands resulting in water needs analysis.

c. Updates on, and overview of, Draft Initially Prepared Plan Chapters
1. Chapter SA: Potentially Feasible WMSs

This chapter contains information on the potential water management strategies
that are economically feasible to use in the short-term in Region I. Discussion
of possible reuse strategies for two areas (Athens and Center) is included.
Assisting supplies strategy in our water-rich region is a discussion of ways to
access existing supply. This involves expanding groundwater production,
increasing voluntary transfers (sales and contracts), expanding infrastructure
eand accessing local supplies. Three new potential suppliers and two inter-
basin transfers have been identified within our region. Transfers from Region
I to other regions will be discussed in the target region reports. Kelley Holcomb
raised questions about how this coordination between regions will be
documented. Brigit and Jordan responded that the amounts of supply being
exported to another region is included in the overall database. Members
requested a table showing the numbers involved in those transfers be included
and available to review at the February meeting.

2. Chapter 5C: Water Conservation

This chapter includes a data table containing the conservation efforts currently
being used in the region by 42 WUGS. A discussion of water use reduction
and water loss mitigation as recommended future conservation strategies is
included. Members requested that threshold numbers be added back for smaller
WUGS to encourage water conservation efforts. After much discussion
between Members and Consultants, the conclusion was to add a generic
statement to encourage conservation along with a list of methods and resources
available to assist all WUGS in these efforts.
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3. Chapter 7: Drought Response

This chapter contains a summary of the data concerning the drought(s) of
record for the region and methods to respond to these emergency conditions.
Discussion involved updates to the drought information from the previous
cycle plan. Chapter has been posted online and member review is requested.

Chapter 8: Unique Stream Segments, Unique Reservoir Sites, and Legislative
Recommendations

This chapter contains much less numerical data and analysis and is an
opportunity for the group to add individual input and recommendations to
TWDB and state legislature. Brigit briefly reviewed information contained in
the previous cycle report, as well as known updates and revisions that have
been made to those recommendations. She also reviewed responses from a
survey that was sent out and ideas that were incorporated as a result. The main
new recommendation that has been added is to provide funding mechanisms to
enable groundwater management areas to support the development of desired
future conditions.

Ecologically significant/unique water segments identified in the region are
listed in this chapter per Texas Water Code requirements. State agencies and
political subdivisions are not allowed to finance construction of a reservoir in
those designated areas. Previous plans for Region I did not include any water
segments designated as ecologically significant/unique and members supported
continuing that view in this 2026 report.

Legislatively-designated potential unique reservoir sites listed in the previous
plan (Lake Columbia and Lake Fastrill) were discussed. Lake Fastrill has been
dropped by Region C as a possible water management strategy due to a
Supreme Court designation as a Fish & Wildlife Preserve. After much
discussion, members requested that it remain on the list of potential sites in
Region I but note the current status. Other legislative recommendations in the
previous plan and updates were reviewed, discussed and minor modifications
were made.

d. Updates on Water Management Strategies — Task 5B: Water Management Strategies

€.

Data tables showing water supply and water needs, by county, that are used to
analyze Water Management Strategies for this cycle have been posted.
Preliminary analysis shows that the water management strategies in our region
will meet the needs of all WUGS in the area. There is still some coordination
going on in areas that overlap other regions. Qiewn presented an overview of
the process used to work with each WUG to evaluate the strategies and the
information to be included in the IPP. Members are encouraged to review the
updated draft to be posted soon.

Updates on Additionally Prepared Plan Tasks and Chapters:

1.

Chapter 6: Impacts of Plan and Consistency with Protection of Resources
Under development; draft will be available after completion of Chapter 5B.

2. Chapter 9: Implementation and Comparison to Previous Plan
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Under development; draft will be available, after Chapter 5B is completed.

3. Chapter 10: Public Participation: Narrative will contain a summary table
documenting public meetings and other public and technical outreach that has
occurred during this cycle.

11. Reports from other state agencies, as necessary:

a.

b.

Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout, present, no report.

Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Stephen Lange, present, no report.

Texas Department of Agriculture — not present; no report.

Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson present virtually; no report.
Groundwater Management Areas —

John McFarland (GMA 11) — present, no report.

John Martin (GMA 14) — GMA 14 is working to get the DFCs developed in the next year
or s0. No meetings scheduled at this time.

12. General Discussion — None

13. Set Next Meeting Dates —February 6, 2025 (IPP Adoption)

14. Adjourned at 12:35 pm

APPROVED THIS

ATTEST:

John Martin, Chair Terry Stelly, Secretary
ETRWPG — Region I
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REGION | WATER PLANNING GROUP

06 February 2025 ¢ 10:00 AM
Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

Meeting Details and Documents can be found at: https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
Remote Meeting Connection Information:

Join via Web Browser: https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 279 773 847 286
Passcode: 93GnxJ
Join the meeting now

Call to Order

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance

Notice of Meeting

Roll Call/Determination of Quorum

Public Comments (limited to 3 minutes per speaker)

Consideration and Approval of the Minutes of the January 7, 2025 Meeting
Report from City of Nacogdoches — Cheryl Bartlett

© N U A wWN e

Reports of Adjoining Regions” Activity:

a. Region C - David Montagne

b. Region D —John McFarland

c. Region H - Scott Hall

d. Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb
9. Reports from Standing Committees:

a. Executive Committee —John Martin

b. Finance Committee — Kelley Holcomb
c. Bylaws Committee — David Alders

d. Technical Committee — Scott Hall

e. Nominations Committee — Monty Shank

10. Report from Consultant Team with Discussion by Regional Water Planning Group:
a. Review of 6! Cycle Water Planning Schedule & IPP Adoption Process — Brigit Buff

b. Review of chapters and appendices in the draft 2026 Region | East Texas Regional Water Planning
Area Initially Prepared Plan — Brigit Buff and Jordan Skipwith
11. Consideration and Adoption of the 2026 Region | East Texas Regional Water Planning Area Initially
Prepared Plan
a. Consideration and Approval for the Adopted Initially Prepared Plan to be Submitted to the Texas
Water Development Board


https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTNhYzgxNmMtMzU4Yy00OTJiLTg5YTAtZTJlMGIxY2Y5YmZm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22da2f0fe6-adff-4f18-a87c-96fcb04a4dfa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220762b10-aa84-40b9-bdd7-f7b6e359320b%22%7d

Region I
‘ East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

b. Consideration and Approval for the Political Subdivision to Prepare and Send Appropriate
Notice(s) for Public Hearings Related to the Initially Prepared Plan

12. Reports from other state agencies, as necessary:

a. Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout
b. Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Stephen Lange
c. Texas Department of Agriculture — Manuel Martinez
d. Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson
e. Groundwater Management Areas — John Martin/John McFarland
13. General Discussion
14. Next Meeting Date(s) — IPP Public Hearing (May 2025), Regular RWPG Meeting (Summer 2025)
15. Adjourn

Comments from members and the public will be accepted by the Planning Group as listed in the agenda
items above. For questions, requests, or additional information outside of the general meeting, please
visit the Planning Group website, https://www.etexwaterplan.org/, or contact the Planning Group
Administrative Contact:

c/o City of Nacogdoches

PO Box 635030

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-3030
Attn: Cheryl Bartlett

Region | Administrative Contact
936-559-2528
regioniwater@gmail.com
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mailto:regioniwater@gmail.com

Region I
‘ East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

06 February 2025 ¢ 10:00 AM

Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

The Region | East Texas Regional Water Planning Group has an Executive Committee and four additional
standing committees. These committees function under the direction of the Region | East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group as defined in the approved By-Laws. Committee meetings are held as needed.
These Committees and their meeting times and agenda items are as follows:

Executive Committee — No Meeting

Nominations Committee — No Meeting

By-Laws Committee — No Meeting

Finance Committee — No Meeting

Technical Committee — No Meeting




Region I Water User Group Meeting, February 6, 2025

Sion -in Name Organization Phone Email
VOTING MEMBERS Please check your contact information
‘ a/w %,___,___ Alders, David Agriculture 936-569-1284  alders.david@gmail.com
o Davis, Chris Counties 903-683-2324  cojudge@cocherokee.org
\[\l‘(‘\’lkdb rDietz, Kate, PE Municipalities  903-330-1431  kdietz@tylertexas.com
Gorsich, David Industries 409-239-4514  david.m.gorsich@exxonmobil.com
VXYW\ rHaII, Scott -River Authorities 409-892-4011 rscott.hail@lnva.orq

Holcomb, Kelley River Authorities 936-633-7543  kholcomb@anra.org

V‘\V‘Wﬂf\ Jackson, Fred L. Counties 409-835-8466  fiackson@co.jefferson.tx.us

y jz iz : }(my _Martm, John GMA-14 409-383-0799 | martin@setged.org

\[\l\(’w\k\ McBroom, Matthew Environmental 936-468-2313  mchroommatth@sfasu.edu

- - McFarland, John GMA-11 936-568-9292  jmcfarland@pgcd.org
et TN e titl] |

VK\HWL\ Mettauer, Matthew Agriculture 936-598-9400 matthew@mettauerlaw.com

pﬁ /’/ )47 / Fj’::gé g%‘td alternat %\I\V‘}lﬁa l District 903-658-7572  david@rcged.org
Montagne, David River Authorities 409-746-2192  dmontagne@sratx.org
/VL | Sanders, Jenny Public 936-225-2175 .'@nnvreneesnaders@czmai!.com
/-’ ' __?Q_XQ\/ _ Shank, Monty .River Authorities 903-876-2237  mdsunra@dctexas.net
’ . Snyder, Mike Electric Power 409-981-2114  msnyder@entergy.com
Starr, Robb Water Utilities  409-755-1559  robbs@lumbertonmud.com
Vt(m\ Stelly, Terry Public 409-729-0268  TerrySsmxd@Aol.com

% W Wiesinger, Christopher Small Business 214-683-0567 ce cwiesinger@gmail.com




Region I Water User Group Meeting, February 6, 2025
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Region I, February 6, 2025
Page -1 -

MINUTES OF THE
REGION I - EAST TEXAS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING
Thursday, February 6, 2025 —10:00 A.M.

. Call to Order — Chairman John Martin called the meeting to order at 10:02 A.M.
. Invocation/Pledge — David Alders led the invocation and the Pledge.
. Notice of Meeting — Notice was sent to Voting Members and posted as required.

. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum — The roll was called by Cheryl Bartlett and quorum
was determined as follows:

Voting Members Present: (16 of 22)
David Alders - Agriculture
Kate Dietz — Municipality (Virtual)
Scott Hall — River Authority (Virtual)
Kelley Holcomb — River Authority
Fred Jackson — Counties (Virtual)
John Martin — GMA-14
Matthew McBroom - Environmental (Virtual)
John McFarland - GMA-11
Matthew Mettauer — Agriculture (Virtual)
David Miley - Water Districts
David Montagne (Alternate Jamie East) — River Authority (Virtual)
Jenny Sanders — Public
Monty Shank — River Authority
Terry D. Stelly — Public (Virtual)
Christopher Wiesinger — Small Business
Voting Members Absent: (3)
Chris Davis — Counties
David Gorsich — Industry
Mike Snyder — Electric Power
Rob Starr — Water Utilities
Voting Member Category Vacancies: (3)
Municipality
Small Business
Industry

Other Attendees

Agencies:
Lann Bookout — Texas Water Development Board
Scott Galloway — Texas Water Development Board (Virtual)
Daniel Price — Texas Parks & Wildlife
Manuel Martinez — Texas Department of Agriculture
Trey Watson — Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board



10.

Region I, February 6, 2025
Page -2 -

Staff and Consultants:

Cheryl Bartlett - City of Nacogdoches
Brigit Buff, PE — Plummer Asso.
Jordan Skipwith — Freese & Nichols

Public Comments: None

Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the January 7, 2025 meeting
Kelley Holcomb made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2025 meeting as
presented, 2™ by Monty Shank, passed unanimously.

Report from City of Nacogdoches: Cheryl Bartlett
No updates to report.

Reports of adjoining regions activity:

a.

b.
C.
d

Region C — Jamie East: no report

Region D — John McFarland: no report

Region H — Scott Hall: met yesterday, no report
Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb: no report

Report from Standing Committees: No committees met this month

Report from consultant team with discussion by RWPG:
Brigit Buff (Plummer), Jordan Skipwith (Freese & Nichols)

a.

C.

Review of 6™ Cycle Water Planning Schedule & IPP Adoption Process — Brigit Buff
The IPP is due March 3™, We need to establish a date for a Public Comment Hearing for
the IPP — probably in late April or early May. This hearing will not require attendance by
the entire regional planning group. Either the Planning Group or the Technical Committee
will need to meet in August or September to review any comments made by the public and
discuss if changes need to be made in the IPP to address them. The entire Planning Group
will then meet in September or October to adopt the Final Plan that is due October 20" to
the TWDB. This meeting requires a two-week notice.
Review of chapters and appendices in the draft 2026 Region I East Texas Regional Water
Planning Area Initially Prepared Plan — Brigit Buff and Jordan Skipwith
All of these chapters have been posted to the website and many comments received from
planning members have already been incorporated. The consulting team is soliciting any
additional comments today from the planning group.
Review of Initially Prepared Plan Chapters

1. Executive Summary — A summary of the 19 reports required in the Plan,
including key findings for each county and detailed instructions for accessing
data from the TWDB used for our analysis.
Chapter 1: Description of the Regional Water Planning Area
Chapter 2: Projected Population and Water Demands
Chapter 3: Evaluation of Current Water
Chapter 4: Water Needs

kWD



Region I, February 6, 2025
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6. Chapter 5: Water Management Strategies (5a) Potentially Feasible Water
Management Strategies and Projects (5b) Evaluation of Recommended Water
Strategies and Projects (5c¢) Conservation Recommendations

7. Chapter 6: Impacts of the Regional Water Plan and Consistency With
Protection of Resources (includes a placeholder for a report on the socio-
economic impacts of any unmet water needs - this report will be forthcoming
from TWDB in August)

8. Chapter 7: Drought Response Information Activities and Recommendations

9. Chapter 8: Unique Stream Segments, Unique Reservoir Sites, and Legislative
and Regulatory Recommendations

10. Chapter 9: Implementation and Comparison to the Previous (2021) Regional
Water Plan

11. Chapter 10: Public Participation in Adoption of the Plan

11. Consideration and Adoption of the 2026 Region I East Texas Regional Water Planning
Area Initially Prepared Plan

a.

Consideration and approval for the Adopted Initially Prepared Plan to be submitted
to the Texas Water Development Board

Motion for approval was amended to add “Technical Consulting Team has the ability to
make minor adjustments for consistency” and made by David Alders, 2™ by Monty
Shanks; passed unanimously

Consideration and approval for the political subdivision to prepare and send
appropriate notice(s) for Public Hearings related to the Initially Prepared Plan
Motion by Kelley Holcomb, 2™ by Fred Jackson; passed unanimously

12. Reports from other state agencies, as necessary:

a.
b.
C.

Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout, no report.

Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Daniel Price, no report.

Texas Department of Agriculture — Manuel Martinez; TDA recently completed CDBG
reviews with 22 awarded in the Region I area including 15-17 water well or wastewater
treatment improvement projects. Applications for the 25-26 projects are available now.
Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson, no report.

Groundwater Management Areas —

John McFarland (GMA 11) — no report.

John Martin (GMA 14) — GMA 14 met earlier this week and will be meeting several times
in the next few months to meet deadlines for report submittals

13. General Discussion — None

14. Set Next Meeting Dates
[PP Public Hearing May 1, 2025, 10:00 am (date established immediately after meeting)
Regular RWPG Meeting — late summer or early fall (TBD)

15. Adjourned at 11:10 pm



Region I, February 6, 2025
Page -4 -

APPROVED THIS

ATTEST:
John Martin, Chair Terry Stelly, Secretary
ETRWPG — Region I
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Water Planning Group

REGION | WATER PLANNING GROUP

1 May 2025 ¢ 10:00 AM
Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

Meeting Details and Documents can be found at: https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
Remote Meeting Connection Information:

Join via Web Browser: https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 295 350 197 06
Passcode: sS9Gz90M
Join the meeting now

Introductions

Meeting Goals

Overview of Regional Water Planning Process
Review of Chapters

Next Steps in the Regional Water Planning Process
ETRWPA 2026 Initially Prepared Plan (IPP) Comments
Questions and Answers

No wu ke wNR

Comments from members and the public will be accepted by the Planning Group as listed for the agenda
items above. For questions, requests, or additional information outside of the general meeting, please
visit the Planning Group website, https://www.etexwaterplan.org/, or contact the Planning Group
Administrative Contact:

c/o City of Nacogdoches

PO Box 635030

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-3030
Attn: Cheryl Bartlett

Region | Administrative Contact
936-559-2528
regioniwater@gmail.com



https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
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Region I Water User Group Public Hearing, May 1, 2025
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Region I Water User Group Public Hearing, May 1, 2025
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Region I May 1, 2025
Page-1-

MINUTES OF THE
REGION I - EAST TEXAS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP
PUBLIC HEARING
Thursday May 1, 2025 — 10:00 A.M.

. Call to Order — Chairman John Martin called the Public Hearing to order at 10:00 A.M.

John Martin introduced officials present at the hearing:
Tonya Miller, Texas Water Development Board Member
Ron Ellis, TWDB
Region I Voting Members: John Martin, John McFarland, Kelley Holcomb and Terry Stelly
Brigit Buff, Plummer & Associates (Engineering Consultant)
Cheryl Bartlett, City of Nacogdoches (Region I Admin)

. Meeting Goals: Overview of the regional water planning process, high level review of the

chapters for the 2026 initially prepared plan (IPP) for Region I, receive comments from the
public on the IPP.

. Overview of Regional water planning process

Region I is comprised of 20 different counties in East Texas and utilizes data from 285 primary
water users and 16 wholesale providers. The report produced by Region I will be combined
with plans from other regions to create a state-wide plan for water management for 2027. This
plan will be used by the State to verify that projects proposed by water users are consistent
with the overall state water plan for future development and assist them in obtaining

funding from the Texas Water Development Board for their projects.

. Review of Chapters

Chapters in each regional plan basically follow the steps outlined in the water planning process.
These steps include describing the region geographical boundaries, assessing the projected
population and water demands of the area, reviewing the current water supply available,
analyzing the difference in the projected demands and supply to determine the needs for the
region and developing future strategies to meet those needs. Brigit continued with a brief
review of the contents of each of the ten chapters in the IPP.

. Next steps

Public comment period started 30 days ago and will continue for another 60 days through July
1, 2025. All comments received will be documented in the final Region I plan which will then
be presented and submitted to the Members for approval in the fall (date to be determined).

. ETRWP 2026 Initially Prepared Plan (IPP) Comments

John Martin requested comments from both online participants and in-person attendees. No
comments were offered.

. Questions and Answers — No questions were asked.

. Public Hearing was adjourned at 10:31 pm



Region I May 1, 2025
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APPROVED THIS

ATTEST:
John Martin, Chair Terry Stelly, Secretary
ETRWPG — Region I
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Region I
East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group

REGION | WATER PLANNING GROUP

September 9 2025 « 10:00 AM
Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

Meeting Details and Documents can be found at: https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
Remote Meeting Connection Information:

Join via Web Browser: https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 280 940 507 539 1
Passcode: ie9d5rc3
Join the meeting now

Call to Order

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome and Introduction

Roll Call/Determination of Quorum

Public Comments

Consideration and approval of the minutes of the May 1, 2025 meeting

Nowu .k wNRE

Reports of Adjoining Regions’ Activity:

a. Region C— David Montagne

b. Region D—-N/A

c. Region H—Scott Hall

d. Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb
8. Reports from Standing Committees:
Executive Committee —John Martin
Finance Committee — Kelley Holcomb
Bylaws Committee — David Alders
Technical Committee — Scott Hall

P 2o TP

Nominations Committee — Monty Shank
9. Reports from Other State Agencies, as necessary:
a. Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout
b. Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Stephen Lange
c. Texas Department of Agriculture — Manuel Martinez
d. Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson
e. Groundwater Management Areas —John Martin
10. Reports from Consultant Team
a. Summary of Public Comments and Responses on the 2026 Region | Initially Prepared Plan (IPP)
b. Overview of Major Updates Incorporated into the Final 2026 Regional Water Plan
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11. Consideration and Approval for the adoption of the Final 2026 Region | East Texas Regional Water
Plan, authorize the submittal of the Plan to the Texas Water Development Board, and authorize the
Consultant to review and make any non-substantive changes prior to submittal

12. Discuss and consider taking action to authorize the City of Nacogdoches to serve as the Region |
Political Subdivision for the 7th cycle of regional water planning.

13. Consideration and Approval to authorize the Region | Political Subdivision to provide public notice,
submit a grant application to the TWDB, and execute a contract with the TWDB on behalf of the
Region | RWPG for initial funding of the 7t cycle of Regional Water Planning

14. Questions and Answers

15. Set Next Meeting Date

16. Adjourn

Comments from members and the public will be accepted by the Planning Group as listed for the agenda
items above. For questions, requests, or additional information outside of the general meeting, please
visit the Planning Group website, https://www.etexwaterplan.org/, or contact the Planning Group
Administrative Contact:

c/o City of Nacogdoches

PO Box 635030

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-3030
Attn: Cheryl Bartlett

Region | Administrative Contact
936-559-2528
regioniwater@gmail.com
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September 9 2025 « 10:00 AM

Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

The Region | East Texas Regional Water Planning Group has an Executive Committee and four additional
standing committees. These committees function under the direction of the Region | East Texas Regional
Water Planning Group as defined in the approved By-Laws. Committee meetings are held as needed.
These Committees and their meeting times and agenda items are as follows:

Executive Committee —9:00 am

Nominations Committee — No Meeting

By-Laws Committee — No Meeting

Finance Committee —9:30 am

Technical Committee — No Meeting
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REGION | WATER PLANNING GROUP

September 9 2025 ¢ 11:00 AM or
Immediately following the 10:00 AM Region | WPG Meeting
Nacogdoches Recreation Center
1112 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
AGENDA

Meeting Details and Documents can be found at: https://www.etexwaterplan.org/meetings/
Remote Meeting Connection Information:

Join via Web Browser: https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 280 940 507 539 1
Passcode: ie9d5rc3
Join the meeting now

Call to Order

Roll Call/Determination of Quorum

Public Comments

Consideration and approval of the minutes of the February 6, 2025 Meeting
Consideration and approval of the minutes of the May 1, 2025 Public Hearing

ok wnRE

Adjourn

Comments from members and the public will be accepted by the Planning Group as listed for the agenda
items above. For questions, requests, or additional information outside of the general meeting, please
visit the Planning Group website, https://www.etexwaterplan.org/, or contact the Planning Group
Administrative Contact:

c/o City of Nacogdoches

PO Box 635030

Nacogdoches, Texas 75963-3030
Attn: Cheryl Bartlett

Region | Administrative Contact
936-559-2528
regioniwater@gmail.com
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https://www.etexwaterplan.org/
mailto:regioniwater@gmail.com
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MINUTES OF THE
REGION I - EAST TEXAS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING
Tuesday, September 9, 2025 — 10:00 A.M.
. Call to Order — Chairman John Martin called the meeting to order at 10:02 A.M.

. Invocation/Pledge — David Alders led the invocation and the Pledge.

. Welcome & Introduction

. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum — The roll was called by Cheryl Bartlett and quorum
was determined as follows:

Voting Members Present: (17 of 22)
David Alders - Agriculture
Chris Davis — Counties
Kate Dietz — Municipality
David Gorsich — Industry (Virtual)
Scott Hall — River Authority (Virtual)
Kelley Holcomb — River Authority
Fred Jackson — Counties (Virtual)
John Martin — GMA-14
Matthew McBroom - Environmental (Virtual)
Matthew Mettauer — Agriculture
David Miley - Water Districts
David Montagne — River Authority (Virtual)
Monty Shank — River Authority
Mike Snyder — Electric Power (Virtual)
Rob Starr — Water Utilities
Terry D. Stelly — Public
Christopher Wiesinger — Small Business
Voting Members Absent: (1)
Jenny Sanders — Public
Voting Member Category Vacancies: (4)
Municipality
Small Business
Industry
GMA-11 (John McFarland retired)

Other Attendees

Agencies:
Lann Bookout — Texas Water Development Board
Stephen Lange — Texas Parks & Wildlife (virtual)
Manuel Martinez — Texas Department of Agriculture
Trey Watson — Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board
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Staff and Consultants:

Cheryl Bartlett - City of Nacogdoches
Brigit Buff, PE — Plummer Asso.
Jordan Skipwith — Freese & Nichols

. Public Comments: None

. Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the May 1%, 2025 meeting
This item was not addressed at this time.

IS

°ono o

. Reports of adjoining regions activity:
a.

Region C — David Montagne:

Region C & D are in discussions about how the proposed Marvin Nichols reservoir and
Toledo Bend reservoir will be presented in their final plan to the State.

Region D — John McFarland retired: no representative to Region D at this time

Region H — Scott Hall: Planning group will be meeting Oct 1*' to adopt their final plan
Interregional Liaison — Kelley Holcomb: Interregional Planning Council has not met since
original adoption of its report about 18 months ago.

. Report from Standing Committees:
a.

Executive Committee met this morning to discuss planning for next cycle. No action items
at this time.

Finance Committee did not meet; no report.

Bylaws Committee did not meet; no report.

Technical Committee did not meet; no report.

Nominations Committee did not meet. Monty Shank reminded group members that we
have 3 vacancies — Municipal, Small Business and Industry. John asked group members
to forward possible names to him or Monty so we can try to get new members by the time
the next planning cycle begins.

. Reports from other state agencies:
a.

Texas Water Development Board — Lann Bookout

TWDB is busy reviewing regional water plan data and draft reports. Staff also took public
comment on and is in the process of reviewing planning region boundaries. The Board will
officially vote on the areas in October but no changes are anticipated. Distributed final fund
amounts in contracts with the City of Nacogdoches for this cycle. Agency is in the process
of developing a schedule for the 7" planning cycle (2031 report).

Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife — Stephen Lange (virtual), submitted water use
reports for various Regions throughout the state

Texas Department of Agriculture — Manuel Martinez, not present, no report.

Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board — Trey Watson (virtual), no report.
Groundwater Management Areas —

GMA 11 — John Martin announced that John McFarland has retired and GMA 11 will be
meeting October 14™ to appoint a replacement.

GMA 14 — John Martin reported that GMA 14 will meet next week and encouraged
everyone to attend. There will be a legal panel present to discuss private property rights
and how they affect water rights in Texas. Meeting will be held at the Lone Star
Conservation District in Conroe, September 17 at 1 pm and will also be available online.
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Report from consultant team with discussion by RWPG:

Brigit Buff (Plummer), Jordan Skipwith (Freese & Nichols)

a. Summary of Public Comments and Responses on the 2026 Region I Initially Prepared Plan
The IPP was submitted to TWDB in March. It has been available for approximately 6
months on the website and was sent out to various agencies and public locations such as
libraries and county offices.

b. Overview of Major Updates Incorporated into the Final 2026 Regional Water Plan
There were no official comments received directly from the public. A spreadsheet listing
the comments received from TWDB, along with the proposed revisions, were posted and
sent out to the group. Brigit briefly reviewed these comments and the resulting updates to
the Region I Plan The revisions were submitted to TWDB for review and have been
approved. They are included in the plan that will be voted on for adoption today. The data
in the tables referenced in the report will be finalized by TWDB on September 22nd and
available to regions by September 24™ for possible minor changes needed for coordination
between regions. David Alders and Kate Dietz mentioned a few additional minor revisions
that were noted for updates.

Consideration and Approval for adoption of the Final 2026 Region I East Texas Regional
Water Plan, authorize the submittal of the Plan to the Texas Water Development Board,
and authorize the Consultant to review and make any non-substantive changes prior to
submittal, included approved revisions discussed in this meeting.

Motion by David Alders, 2™ by Kelley Holcomb; passed unanimously

Discuss and consider taking action to authorize the City of Nacogdoches to serve as the
Region I Political Subdivision for the 7th cycle of regional water planning.

John reported that the Executive Committee met today and recommended that the group hold
off on this discussion and decision until the committee is able to meet with the City Manager
to discuss the City’s relationship as the political subdivision for Region I.

Consideration and Approval to authorize the Region I Political Subdivision to provide
public notice, submit a grant application to the TWDB, and execute a contract with the
TWDB on behalf of the Region I RWPG for initial funding of the 7™ cycle of Regional
Water Planning

John also recommended tabling discussion for this item.

Questions and Answers No questions asked.

Set Next Meeting Dates

Next meeting is set for February 5, 2026, 10:00am.

This meeting will primarily be addressing items 12 and 13 above and items necessary to
close out the 6™ planning cycle.

Adjourned at 10:50 am



Region I, September 9, 2025
Page -4 -

APPROVED THIS

ATTEST:
John Martin, Chair Terry Stelly, Secretary
ETRWPG — Region I ETRWPG — Region |

REGION I - EAST TEXAS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING
Tuesday, September 9, 2025 — Second Meeting 10:50 A.M.
1. Call to Order — Chairman John Martin called the meeting to order at 10:51 A.M.

2. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum — Cheryl Bartlett confirmed that attendance and quorum
had not changed from the 10:00 am meeting.

3. Public Comments: None

4. Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the February 6%, 2025 meeting
Rob Starr made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 6™, 2025 meeting as
presented, 2" by David Miley, passed unanimously.

5. Consideration and Approval of the minutes of the May 1%, 2025 Public Hearing
Robb Starr made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 1*, 2025 Public Hearing as
presented, 2" by Judge Chris Davis, passed unanimously.

6. Adjourned at 10:53 am

APPROVED THIS

ATTEST:
John Martin, Chair Terry Stelly, Secretary
ETRWPG — Region I ETRWPG — Region I




GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area
14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation
districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria
County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on Monday
February 3, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation
District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the November 19, 2024 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of
interest to GMA 14;

7. Update from Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District regarding progress on the district’s
coring project;

8. Discussion and possible action regarding the Gulf2023 Model update;

9. Discussion and possible action regarding the development of the Desired Future Conditions
(DFCs) including, but not limited to, the schedule for development of the DFCs;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding non-voting advisory stakeholder committee(s);

11. Discussion and possible action regarding positions of chairman, secretary, and Region H

representative for the fourth round of joint planning;
Meeting will be convened as a meeting of the GMA 14 Joint Planning Interlocal Agreement Participants.
12. Discussion and possible action regarding the Interlocal Agreement For Governmental Functions
And Services Related to Joint Planning In GMA 14;
GMA 14 Interlocal Agreement Participants meeting will be adjourned, and the meeting of the GMA 14
District Representatives will reconvene.
13. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,
14. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County, Texas,

on this, the day of January, 2025.
QJK VL / / 7KL\_ L

John Martm Chairman
Deputy Clerk GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance
to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383-
1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 2/3/2025
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14 JOINT
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area 14
Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation districts
located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria County GCD,
Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on Wednesday March 26, 2025
beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the Brazoria County Courthouse Administration Building, 237 E. Locust St.,
2" Floor, Commissioner’s Court Room, Angleton, TX 77515.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

Call to order;

Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

Welcome and introductions;

Public comment;

Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the February 3, 2025 Joint Planning Meeting;

Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of

interest to GMA 14;

Update from Lone Star Groundwater GCD regarding progress on the district’s coring project;

Update (from Lone Star GCD), Discussion and possible action regarding the Gulf2023 Model update;

Discussion and possible action regarding GMA 14 representative and alternate to the Region H Regional

Water Planning Group;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding DFC management priorities/approaches;

11. Discussion and consideration of aquifer uses or conditions within the management area, including
conditions that differ substantially from one geographic area to another (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(1));

12. Discussion and consideration of the water supply needs and water management strategies included
in the state water plan (as required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(2));

13. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to accomplish
statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

14. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

15. Meeting Adjourned;

ok wn =
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Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast Texas
Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County, Texas, on

this, the day of March, 2025.
r\-/),(ﬁ{t w / Jl/f //’h /JL\_LL ’

Deputy Clerk / John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream via Microsoft Teams at: Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 299 476 590 813 / Passcode: JzZ9GR3cj
Dial in by phone: +1 469-848-0201,,353507945# / Phone conference ID: 353 507 945#

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance to
attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383- 1577, at
least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 3/26/2025
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday April 30, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order,;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the March 26, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and possible action regarding DFC management priorities/approaches including
review of current DFCs/MAG via the updated GMA 14 GAM,;

8. Discussion and consideration of “hydrological conditions, including for each aquifer in the

management area the total estimated recoverable storage as provided by the executive
administrator, and the average annual recharge, inflows, and discharge” (as required by
Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(3));

9. Discussion and consideration of “other environmental impacts, including impacts on spring
flow and other interactions between groundwater and surface water” (as required by Texas
Water Code 36.108 (d)(4));

10. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

11. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

12. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,

Texas, on this, the day of April, 2025.
/M N P et

Deputy Clerk John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 4/30/2025
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday May 28, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4. Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the April 30, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and consideration of “the impact on subsidence” (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(5));

8. Discussion and consideration of “socioeconomic impacts reasonably expected to occur” (as
required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(6));

9. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

10. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,

11. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,

Texas, on this, the day of May, 2025.
Q")é/\fl_ ///z 7 /‘ 7 \k\_t

Deputy Clerk John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

County, Texas

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 5/28/2025
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management
Area 14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater
conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet
GCD, Brazoria County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be
held on Wednesday September 17, 2025 beginning at 1:00 P.M. at the offices of the Lone Star
Groundwater Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

Call to order,;

Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

Welcome and introductions;

Public comment;

Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the May 28, 2025 Joint Planning
Meeting;

Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items
of interest to GMA 14;

7. Discussion and consideration of “the impact on the interests and rights in private property,
including ownership and the rights of management area landowners and their lessees and
assigns in groundwater as recognized under Section 36.002;” (as required by Texas Water
Code 36.108 (d)(7));

aorobd=

o

8. Discussion and consideration of “the feasibility of achieving the desired future condition” (as
required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(8));
9. Discussion and consideration of “any other information relevant to the specific desired future

conditions” (as required by Texas Water Code 36.108 (d)(9));
10. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;
11. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items; and,
12. Meeting Adjourned;

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,
Texas, on this, the day of , 2025.

4 A /M N e

John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

\ County Clerk Stamp J

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District, (409) 383- 1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 9/17/2025
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GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 14
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

As required by Section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater Management Area
14 Joint Planning Committee, comprised of representatives from the following groundwater conservation
districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management Area 14: Bluebonnet GCD, Brazoria
County GCD, Lone Star GCD, Lower Trinity GCD, and Southeast Texas GCD, will be held on
Wednesday November 19, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at the offices of the Lone Star Groundwater
Conservation District, located at 655 Conroe Park North, Conroe, TX 77303.

The items of business to be considered and transacted during the meeting are as follows:

1. Call to order;

2. Confirmation of receipt of posted notices;

3. Welcome and introductions;

4, Public comment;

5. Discussion and possible action to approve minutes of the September 17, 2025 GMA 14 Joint
Planning Meeting;

6. Update from Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and discussion of any related items of
interest to GMA 14;

7. Presentation by Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) on recently passed legislation related
to Joint Planning, the Desired Future Conditions, and district Management Plans;

8. Review, discussion and consideration of member district management plans as required by
Chapter 36.108(c);

9. Review and discussion of the draft report comparison of measured drawdown with simulated
drawdown from the DFCs.”, by William Hutchison, Ph.D., P.E., P.G.

10. Presentation and discussion of GMA 14 model run;

11. Discussion and possible action regarding the DFCs and the path forward for GMA 14 to
accomplish statutory mandates for Round 4 Joint Planning;

12. Discussion and possible action regarding next meeting date, location, and agenda items;
13. Meeting Adjourned.

Comments concerning any aspect of this meeting should be directed to Mr. John Martin of the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District, P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951; jmartin@setgcd.org, or
(409) 383-1577.

Come to hand and posted on a Bulletin Board in the Courthouse, County,
Texas, on this, the day of , 2025.

John Martin, Chairman
GMA 14 Planning Group

\ County Clerk Stamp —/

This meeting is also available for viewing via livestream at: https://bitly/LoneStarGCDlive

These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special assistance
to attend the meeting please contact the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District, (409) 383-
1577, at least three working days prior to the meeting, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Notice/Agenda GMA 14 Meeting 11/19/2025
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NATURAL RESOURCE ISSUES AFFECTING
THE USE AND AVAILABILITY OF GROUNDWATER
OR AFFECTED BY THE USE OF GROUNDWATER

Objectives

1 The District requires that all water wells used in conjunction with the exploration
of hydrocarbons be registered with the District.

Performance Standard

1 Each month the Board will be provided information pertaining to any new water
well registered and drilled for the purpose of hydrocarbon exploration and a
summary of all these wells will be included in the District’s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

Each month (whether a board meeting is held or not) the Directors are provided with
information regarding the water wells registered within the District for the purpose of
hydrocarbon exploration (oil and gas well drilling and fracking). Newly registered water
wells drilled for the purpose of hydrocarbon exploration are entered into the District’s
Geographic Information Software (GIS) database, which is ESRI — ArcMap. Each month
the Directors are provided with a map showing the locations of the newly registered wells
along with a data sheet that includes the well site/lease name, the well owner, the date
the well was entered into the District's database, as well as the name of the well
driller/water well company. Copies of the monthly maps are included along with a
summary map and data for the entire year.

The District received 7 registrations in 2025 for new water wells that were to be used in
conjunction with the exploration of hydrocarbons: 2 in Hardin County, 1 in Tyler County,
3 in Jasper County, and 1 in Newton County.

Note: the total number of water wells registered for use in conjunction with exploration of
hydrocarbons is not indicative of the total number of new oil/gas wells within the District.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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District Wide - Exempt Oil/Gas Hydrocarbon Exploration Related Wells - 2025

WELL OWNER

WELL NAME DRILLING CO.

DATE DRILLED

AQUIFER

GEO. LAYER

Zarvona Energy,
LLC

Sandalwood
Exploration

Paleo Oil Company

Zarvona Energy,
LLC

Whitehead
Resources, LTD

Geo Terre Operating

TX Operating
Partners LLC

Josey Francis 1H  J&S Water Wells
WW#2

WN Unit A George Bellenger

Monarch B#1 Pinnergy LTD

Josey Francis 1H  J&S Water Wells
WW#1

Arriola Fee #192  George Bellenger
B.E.Quinn lll ETAL Fas Line Services

#1
EFF Doty Jackson Dales Water Wells

Page 1 of 1

03/01/2025

03/28/2025
04/09/2025

06/08/2025

06/25/2025

09/19/2025

<null>

Chicot

Chicot

Jasper

Chicot

Chicot

Chicot

<null>

Lissie

Lissie

Oakville

Lissie

Lissie

Lissie



Registered Wells - February 2025
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Exempt Domestic Wells - February 2025

OBJECTID_ COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST
6302 New Well Gampher Eddie Gore Dale
6303 New Well Crank Chad Turk Mitch
6304 Replacement Well Bland Robynn Paskell Keith
6305 New Well West Sarah Jones Bobby
6306 New Well Wilson Stephanie Paskell Keith
6308 Replacement Well Hollis John and Mary Jones Whit
6311 New Well Newsome Michael Turk Mitch
6312 New Well Cruse Randy Jones Bobby
6309 New Well Whitmire Joseph Paskell Keith
6310 New Well Tune Amanada Paskell Keith

Exempt Oil & Gas Related Wells - February 2025

DATE REGISTERED
02/03/2025

02/05/2025
02/06/2025
02/07/2025
02/17/2025
02/20/2025
02/26/2025
02/26/2025
02/27/2025
02/28/2025

WELL NAME COMMENTS WELL OWNER DRILLING CO. DRILLER NAME DATE REGISTERED

WN Unit A Rig Supply Sandalwood George Bellenger Mitch Turk 02/20/2025
Exploration



stered Wells - March 2025
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Exempt Domestic Wells - March 2025

OBJECTID_ COMMENT

6313
6314
6315
6316
6319
6318
6320
6321
6322
6323
6325
6324
6326
6328
6329
6331
6332
6335
6336
6333
6337
6338
6339
6340

Replacement Well

New Well

New Well / Pond Well

New Well / Shop
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well

OWNER LAST

Dowden
Bailey
Smith
Smith
Trahan
Williamson
Brown
Lenard
Burch
Pope
Biscamp
Harrison
Cotten
Uptigrove
Lule
Alfred
Duplissey
Eason
Bocquet
Lauff
McCain
Zygula
Pineda

Ammons

OWNER FIRST
Toby

Brittany
Mystery
Mystery
Casey
Alexis
Robert
Joshua
Emily
Clay
Michael
Robert
Nathan
Ryan
Willie
Mikey
Patrick
Thomas
John
Steve
Stuart
Timothy
Regina

James

Page 1 of 1

DRILLER LAST

Gore
Bell
Bishop
Bishop
Bishop
Jones
Bishop
Paskell
Paskell
Gore
Turk
Jones
Bishop
Paskell
Gore
Jones
Jones
Turk
Greak, lll
Ballard
West
Jones
Gore

Bell

DRILLER FIRST

Dale
Evan
Nathan
Nathan
Nathan
Bobby
Nathan
Keith
Keith
Dale
Mitch
Bobby
Nathan
Keith
Dale
Bobby
Whit
Mitch
James
Sammuel
Randy
Whit
Dale

Evan

DATE REGISTERED
03/03/2025

03/03/2025
03/05/2025
03/05/2025
03/10/2025
03/11/2025
03/13/2025
03/13/2025
03/14/2025
03/14/2025
03/14/2025
03/17/2025
03/18/2025
03/19/2025
03/19/2025
03/19/2025
03/20/2025
03/21/2025
03/24/2025
03/25/2025
03/25/2025
03/26/2025
03/26/2025
03/26/2025



Exempt Oil & Gas Related Wells - March 2025

WELL NAME COMMENTS WELL OWNER DRILLING CO. DRILLER NAME
Josey Francis 1H Rig Supply Zarvona Energy, LLC J&S Water Wells Primo Trejo
WW#1

Josey Francis 1H Rig Supply Zarvona Energy, LLC J&S Water Wells Primo Trejo
WW#2

Monarch B#1 New Well Paleo Oil Company  Pinnergy LTD Skipper Hagler

Page 1 of 1

DATE REGISTERED
03/18/2025

03/18/2025

03/28/2025



Registered Wells - June 2025
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Exempt Domestic Wells - June 2025

OBJECTID_ COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE REGISTERED
6381 New Well Stephens Kenneth Gore Dale 06/02/2025
6386 New Well Smith Buddy Bishop Nathan 06/03/02025
6383 New Well Williams Becky Paskell Keith 06/03/2025
6384 New Well Parker Johnny Gore Dale 06/03/2025
6385 New Well Weeks Jimmy Bishop Nathan 06/03/2025
6387 New Well Barnes Roger Turk Mitch 06/05/2025
6390 New Well McCauley Shelby and Lindsey  Paskell Keith 06/06/2025
6392 New Well Rice Clayton Paskell Keith 06/06/2025
6393 New Well Whitman Gary Paskell Keith 06/16/2025
6394 New Well Cherry Lane Paskell Keith 06/17/2025
6395 New Well Marcontel Billy Turk Mitch 06/18/2025
6396 New Well Holton Jay Turk Mitch 06/20/2025
6398 Replacement Well Ledune Jerry Paskell Keith 06/20/2025
6397 New Well Alarcon Fernando Bell Evan 06/23/2025
6401 New Well Statham Michael Bishop Nathan 06/24/2025
6402 New Well Vierra Andrew Bishop David 06/24/2025
6400 New Well - Developer Joslin Curt Jones Bobby 06/25/2025
6403 New Well Smith Michael Turk Mitch 06/27/2025
6399 Likely Drilled by Stephenson Kurt U/K U/K Unlic. Dirill
Flowers

Exempt Oil & Gas Related Wells - June 2025

WELL NAME COMMENTS WELL OWNER DRILLING CO. DRILLER NAME DATE REGISTERED

Arriola Fee #192 New Well Whitehead George Bellenger Mitch Turk 06/06/2025
Resources, LTD

B.E.Quinn Il ETAL #1 New Well Geo Terre Operating Fas Line Services Clint Scuddy 06/16/2025




egistered Wells - September 2025
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Exempt Domestic Wells - September 2025

6464
6468
6466
6467
6469
6470
6471
6472
6473
6475
6474
6478
6479
6482
6483
6484
6480
6481
6485
6486
6487
6488

COMMENT
New Well

New Well

New Well
New Well
New Well
Replacement Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
Replacement Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well
New Well

New Well

OWNER LAST

Brooks

Allison

Blaylock
Johnson
Larkin
Coe
Oblanc
Hennigan
Allen
Nash
Thompson
Graham
Gill
Williams
Mordant
Godwin
Hopson
Jones
Sudduth
Caillier
Newman
Smart
Key

Visinescu

OWNER FIRST

James

Shannon and
Matthew

Mitchell
Mike
Jason
B. A.
Steven
Thomas
Athan
Johnny
Frederical
Aymee
Jerrold
Sonny
David
Jerry
James
Dylan
Aaron
David
Brandon
Terry
Mike

Mirela

DRILLER LAST

Jones

Paskell

Paskell
Paskell
Bell
Turk
Paskell
Bell
Jones
Paskell
Bell
Paskell
Jones
Paskell
Gore
Turk
Bishop
Jones
Jones
Jones
Turk
Turk
Holmes

Paskell

Page 1 of 2

DRILLER FIRST
Bobby

Keith

Keith
Keith
Evan
Mitch
Keith
Evan
Whit
Keith
Evan
Keith
Whit
Keith
Dale
Mitch
David
Whit
Bobby
Whit
Mitch
Mitch
Kenneth

Keith

DATE REGISTERED
09/03/2025

09/04/2025

09/05/2025
09/06/2025
09/09/2025
09/09/2025
09/09/2025
09/10/2025
09/10/2025
09/10/2025
09/11/2025
09/12/2025
09/15/2025
09/17/2025
09/18/2025
09/22/2025
09/22/2025
09/22/2025
09/25/2025
09/25/2025
09/26/2025
09/26/2025
09/29/2025
09/30/2025



Exempt Other Well - September 2025

IDENT COMMENT OWNER LAST OWNER FIRST DRILLER LAST DRILLER FIRST DATE DRILLED
Modern Land Co. New Well / Less Than Almond Trent Holmes Kenneth 09/09/2025
25,000

Exempt Oil & Gas Related Wells - September 2025

WELL NAME COMMENTS WELL OWNER DRILLING CO. DRILLER NAME DATE REGISTERED

EFF Doty Jackson New Well TX Operating Dales Water Wells Dale Gore 09/19/2025
Partners LLC

Page 1 of 1



GOAL 4.6

ADDRESSING DROUGHT CONDITIONS

(Conservation is the only practice which is practicable in the District.)

Objectives

1. The District will post an article and/or drought index maps, regarding drought
conditions in the District at least annually on the District’s website.

Performance Standard

1. A copy of the article or and/or drought index maps posted on the District’s website
regarding drought conditions will be included in the District’'s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

An article addressing drought conditions within the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District was published in the Fall 2025 issue of the SETGCD Well Monitor
Newsletter and posted on the District's website on October 1, 2025 (see Appendix A —
Tab 12).

Each month the District posts relevant drought conditions maps on the District’s website
and at the District office (copies attached). The maps are typically the monthly Texas
Palmer Drought Severity Index map, the monthly U.S. Palmer Drought Severity Index
map, and/or the latest U.S. Drought Monitor map. These maps, as well as the NOAA
Precipitation Probability maps and the U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook maps, are included
in the Manager’s Report and are provided to the Board of Directors every month. These
maps give the public easy access to current drought conditions within the District and
keep the District’s Directors apprised of the current drought situation.

The District maintains a webpage dedicated to drought information and drought
conditions. Included on this page are links to the Texas Drought Preparedness Council’s
website with the most up-to-date Statewide Drought Situation Reports. These reports
give a concise overview of current drought conditions regionally as well as statewide.

The drought information webpage also includes a link to the Texas Water Development
Board’s drought information webpage which has up-to-date drought monitoring and
outlook information. It includes numerous drought condition maps, real-time remote static
water level monitoring for hundreds of water wells across the state (4 of which are located
within the District), reservoir levels that are updated daily, and many other useful tools
and datasets.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more BROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
httos/Adroughtmonitorunl.edu/About aspx WETNESS. RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK T0
WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF.
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS
e EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. sl preiinary di
Author: USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
Curtis Riganti ECONOUIES, DESGHNG DISASTER AREAS OF DRQUGHT
National Drought Mitigation Center G WATER SUPPLIES INAGUIFERS. RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS. i i
LIMTATIONS.. 15 NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM N4 ov Jess (Exceptional Dioiight) M :to'1.9 (Untsally: Malst)
USDA FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND HELD OPERATIONS. £310-3.9/(Extrame Drought) 2029 (Very Molst)
= (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). -2 to -2.9 (Severe Drought) M3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
- -1to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) Bl Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
droughtmonitor.unl.edu -0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)
1/3 2/3
Lof 5 Lof5 4/21/2025, 7:24 Al
[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: |Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District https://setged.org/drought-information/
x X
Water Data For Texas. ly 2025-04
U.S. Drought Monitor May 13, 2025
- T (Released Thursday, May. 15, 2025)
exas Valid 8 a.m. EDT
TEXAS P.D.SI. - MONTHLY
APRIL 20205
|1
=
[N
T NgS
l/'— Intensity:
o R
RN 1 ore
/ DO Abnormally Dry
[ o1 Moderate brougnt
D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
extremely wet https//droughtmonitor.unl edu/About aspx
very wet
e
fngﬁnm‘xmu Author:
nciplent dry spell Rocky Bilotta
il ht
ek i I NCEI/NOAA
extreme 519724
USDA D,
= )
3/3 droughtmonitor.unl.edu
Lof 5 5/19/2025,7:55 AM| 10f6 5/19/2025,7:53 Al




[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: gl |Drought ion - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District https://setged.org/drought-information/
X X
Water Data For Texas o " |y Nime=2025-05
Drought Severity Index @
Value for the May 4 - 10, 2025
Long Term Palmer -
TEXAS P.D.S.I. - MONTHLY
MAY 2025
[
|
| | -
| — o8
| | |
| |
| |
)
> o by bd |
4 P
{
" i
DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (ONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS: RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF,
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS ey
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. awm
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF rodscioly wer
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE slightly wet
ECONOMIES. DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT Incplent wet spel
OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-TERM STATUS S ear normal
‘OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS. N . incipient dry spell
[ -4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist) mild drought
LIMITATIONS... IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM 5 moderate drought
(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WET! -3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought) 2 to 2.9 (Very Moist) severe dro
FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS extreme drought 6/16/2025, 6:41 AM
(THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). -2 to -2.9 (Severe Drought) I3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
-1to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
-0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal) 38
L of 6 5/19/2025, 7:54 AM| Lof5 6/16/2025, 6:53 Al
[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: gl |Drought ion - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District https://setged.org/drought-information/
x X
U.S. Drought Monitor June 10, 2025 Drought Severity Index
; Value for the June 1 - 7, 2025
T (Released Thursday, Jun. 12, 2025) !
exas Valid 8 a.m. EDT Long Term Palmer
—
=
Intensity:
[ none
[ ooAbnormaly ory
[ o1 Moderate Drougnt
[ 02 severe Drougnt
I o: extreme Drought
I o: Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx WETNESS: RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO.
WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF.
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. el oy preliriinaryda
Author: USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF P v
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
Lindsay Johnson ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT
National Drought Mitigation Center SR WATER SUPPLIES I AGUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AN STREAMG. X
-4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
LIMITATIONS... 1§ NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
USDA FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND HELD OPERATIONS. £310-3.9/(Extrame Drought) 2029 (Very Molst)
=1 (THIS 1S INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) -2 to -2.9 (Severe Drought) M3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
- -1to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) Bl Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
droughtmonitor.unl.edu -0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)
1/3 2/3
Lof 5 6/16/2025,6:51 AM| Lof5 6/16/2025, 6:52 Al




[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District D gk Drought ion - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District g
X X
Water Data For Texas hitps Nime=2025-06
U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025
— — T (Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025)
[ exas Valid 8 am. EDT
|
| TEXAS P.D.S.I. - MONTHLY
| JUNE 2025
=
he
Intensity:
I:] None
<! [> q |:| DO Abnormally Dry b
D1 Moderate Drought
D2 Severe Drought
I o3 Extreme Drought
Il o Exceptional Drougnt
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go o
https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx
Author:
G Brian Fuchs
radersy e National Drought Mitigation Center
Indplemvmltsplﬂ
r normel p
incplent dry spell USDA 4
:nllg: - ?.':w = | ‘\
moderate drought 7
severe drou o
Imarwu 7/2112025, 11:35 AM droughtmonitor.unl.edu
2/3 3/3
Lof 5 7/21/2025, 11:43 Al 10f6 7/21/2025, 11:52 A
[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District D gk Drought ion - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District g
X X
U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025 U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025
T (Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025) T (Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025)
exas Valid 8 a.m. EDT exas Valid 8 am. EDT
{
|
= =
{ = ==
[P
]
= Intensity: Intensity:
| :| None I:] None
q ‘i‘- ‘ ] poAbnormaily ory D <1 [ ooabnormally ory b
‘ . G‘ "“‘ [ o1 Moderate Drougnt [ 01 Moderate Drought
. “\ ‘ ' I: D2 Severe Drought D2 Severe Drought
| .““" T I o: extreme Drought I o3 Extreme Drought
J [ ] .' " ‘ A Il o: exceptional Drougnt I o Exceptional Drougnt
| ““‘ The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
| y conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go o information on the Drought Monitor, go o
https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx
| Author: Author:
| Brian Fuchs Brian Fuchs
| National Drought Mitigation Center National Drought Mitigation Center
{
{ USDA USDA
- ]
droughtmonitor.unl.edu droughtmonitor.unl.edu
3/3 3/3
Rof6 7/21/2025, 11:52 Al 30of6 7/21/2025, 11:52 A




[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: gl |Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District gl
x x
U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025 U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025
(Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025) (Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025)
Texas Valid 8 a.m. EDT Texas Valid 8 a.m. EDT
{
|
= =
= =
[ [ [ =R
\.'\‘ ]\v \_’\-
Intensity: I -.. Intensity:
N [ hone ! Ry L1 o [ none
A “‘ (] A ] ooAbnormaily ory r\‘ ‘.“ U] A7 ["] poAbnomaily ory N
"l “Ml. [ o1 Moderate Drought V "‘Ml{ [ b1 Moderate Drought Vv
. ’o“\“‘" [ 02 severe Drougnt “o“\“‘"i" [ 02 severe Drougnt
.““"““ Il o: extreme Drougnt ‘.‘“"‘"‘ I o3 Extreme Drought
"“"‘ A Il o: exceptional Drougnt ““*"' Il o Exceptional Drought
- ~‘ t The Drought Monitor focu: on broad-scale ‘ t‘ ’ The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
Ll S ) i oo B G e
J‘ .. > nformation on the Drought Monitor, go fo “ afonsson on e Dyovgy t Monx, o b
https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx https//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx
.‘\'f‘ Author: Author:
o7 Brian Fuchs Brian Fuchs
National Drought Mitigation Center National Drought Mitigation Center
USDA D, USDA /4 D
- LY 7 - Y )
droughtmonitor.unl.edu droughtmonitor.unl.edu
3/3 3/3
bof6 7/21/2025, 11:52 AM| 5 of 6 7/21/2025, 11:52 A
rought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District D gl rought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District g
b Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater C fon Distri Drough Southeast Texas Groundwater C ion Distri
x x
> Drought Severity Index
U.S. Drought Monitor July 15, 2025 i gh : ltY " s
T (Released Thursday, Jul. 17, 2025) alue for the July 13 - 19, 202
exas Valid 8 am. EDT Long Term Palmer
{
—
—
|
Intensity:
[ nNone
*v/fi I:] DO Abnormally Dry ['; i}
N [ o1 Moderate Drought
[ 02 severe Drougnt
I o: extreme Drought
I o: Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo
hipeAtkoughimonibruntedd/Abottaspx DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (ONTHS. YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS. RESPONDS SLOWLY. CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK 10
Author: RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELLAS
Brian Fuchs EVAPOTRANSPIRATION.
National Drought Mitigation Center USES.. APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT
USDA w GRUETIESS AND REFLECTIG THE GENERAL LONG TERM STATUS >
- > Ei e A s St 184 orless (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Mist)
" FREGUENTLY APFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS *3%0:3.9/(Extrema Drought)  Mi2:to:2.9/(Vary Moist)
droughtmonitor.unl.edu (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). -2t0-2.9 (Severe Drought) 3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
-1to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
3/3 -0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)
of 6 7/21/2025. 11:52 AM| 1 of 6 7/21/2025, 11:42 A




[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p gl Drought ~Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District gl
X X
‘Water Data For Texas 2025-07
Drought Severity Index @ ‘
Value for the August 3 - 9, 2025
e Long Term Palmer
1 TEXASP.D.S.I. - MONTHLY
" JULY 2025
|
|
|
i
DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORWAL DRYNESS O
WETNESS, RESPONDS SLO & Frow WEeK 10 |
WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNGFF.
RECHARGE, A0 DEEP PERCOLATION s WELL A2
) Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
PROLONGED DRYNESS O WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT
OB WETNESS AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG TERM STATUS
OF WATER SUPPLIES I AGUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AND STREAWS.
-4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
LIVITATIONS... 1 NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS 11 -3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought) 2to 2.9 (Very Moist)
inci FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND HELD OPERATIONS
i (TS 15 NOICATED 8Y THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). -2t0-2.9 (Severe Drought) 3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
lmnmm idsETaRE -1 to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
axtremhe 125, 6: -0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)
3/3 1/3
L of 5 8/14/2025,7:15 Al 1ofs 8/14/2025, 7:12 Al
[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p gh Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: drougl
X X
Water Data For Texas s 2508
U.S. Drought Monitor August 5, 2025
T (Released Thursday, Aug. 7, 2025) -
exas Valid 8 am. EDT
TEXASP.D.S.I. - MONTLY
| AUGUST 2025
=
=
N~y
INNEES
I L’— Intensity:
N
L M [ None
q [1 poAbnormaily ory D 4 D
["1 o1 Moderate Drougnt
[ 02 severe Drougnt
I o5 extreme Drought
Il o: Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
httos//droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx
Author:
Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAANWS/NCEP
USDA @ s
- =7 I“"""'m 9/16/2025, 11:43 AM
droughtmonitor.unl.edu
2/3 2/3
L of 5 8/14/2025,7:14 Al Lofs 9/16/2025, 11:52 AM|




Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

Drought Severity Index
Value for the September 7 - 13, 2025
Long Term Palmer

DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS. RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK O
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM WOISTURE RUNOFF,
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. )
Based on preliminary data

USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF

LGNGED DRYNESS OR WE'
ECONONIES, DESICNING DISASTER AREAR OF DROUGH

WETNESS: AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-TERM STATUS.
GF WATER SUPPLIES IN AGLIFERS. RESERVOIRS AND STAEAMS.

LIMITATIONS... 1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM

(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROU ETNESS SUCH AS
EQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

(THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX),

111 -3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought)
-2 to -2.9 (Severe Drought)
-1 to -1.9 (Moderate Drought)
-0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)

M- or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)

2 to 2.9 (Very Moist)
M3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
M Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)

1of6

1/3

9/16/2025, 11:55 AM|

‘mation//

Drought

1of5

- Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

—
\ Ed

i '/)l”ﬁk,

Author:
Richard Tinker
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

~— A

P ‘mation/

Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2025
Released August 31, 2025
Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for
September 2025

Y

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected hy short lived events.
*Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 o D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none),

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

. Drought removal likely

2

Hawai

Drought development likely
D No drought
Ty - 80
WQ US vign
Rineg
(=4

Puarto Fico

&

https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

1/3

Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

9/16/2025, 11:49 AM|

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Y

Author:
Richard Tinker
- NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

4 . Consistency adjustment
: based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for
September 2025

Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2025

Released August 31, 2025

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that
can be affected hy short lived events.
*Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none),

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

. Drought removal likely

2

Hawai
Puarto Kico

L2

Drought development likely

D No drought

6
U Virgin
islands

=

Rof5
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9/16/2025, 11:49 AM|

‘mation//

Drought
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)

- Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

~— A

—
\ Ed

il '/)l”ﬁk,

Author:
Richard Tinker
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

. Consistency adjustment

P ‘mation/

Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2025
Released August 31, 2025

based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for
September 2025

Y

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that
can be affected hy short lived events.
*Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none),

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

. Drought removal likely

2

Hawai

R e T
(=

Drought development likely

D No drought

9

Puarto Kico

https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

1/3

9/16/2025, 11:49 AM|



Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: drougl ‘mation/| Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: ‘mation/
X X
U' S' Season al D ro uy h t ou” 00k Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2025 U' S' Season al D ro uy h t ou” 00k Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2025
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released August 31, 2025 Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released August 31, 2025
S . Consistency adjustment S . Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly | based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for } Drought Outlook for
September 2025 September 2025
!
Depicts large-scale trends based { Depicts large-scale trends based
on subjectively derived probabilities on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range \ guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts. (; statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that ¢ Use caution for applications that
can be affected by short lived events. . can be affected by short lived events.
*Ongoing" drought areas are - *Ongoing" drought areas are
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4). areas (intensities of D1 to D4).
NOTE: The tan areas imply at least NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the areas imply drought removal by the
Author: end of the period (DO or none). Author: end of the period (DO or none).
Richard Tinker Drought persists Richard Tinker . Drought persists
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center Drought remains, NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center Drought remains,
but improves but improves
. Drought removal likely . Drought removal likely
Drought development likely Drought development likely
s Q s <
o [ vo droughe e [ o droughe
'g.. LT - @0 'g.. LT - @0
’ S \""/ : S It
bkl https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73 bkl https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
1/3 1/3
4of5 9/16/2025, 11:49 AM| 5 of 5 9/16/2025, 11:49 AM|
Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: drougl ‘mation/| Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: drougl ‘mation/
X X
U.S. Drought Monitor November 11, 2025 Drought Severity Index w
(Released Thursday, Nov. 13, 2025) Value for the November 2 - 8, 2025
Texas Valid 7 am. EST : Long Term Palmer
EEE
=T Ve
I Intensity:
~ 1T A [ None
[ ooAbnormauy ory D D
[] b1 Moderate Drought
i D2 Severe Drought
I o: extreme Drought
I o: Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
information on the Drought Morilor, go lo DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
httos//droughtmonitor.unl.eduw/About aspx WETNESS. RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROMWEEK T \(i ) - 3.
WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNGFF, < L
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS. W -
. EVAPOTRANSPIRATION - Based on preliminary data < e
Author: USES. APPLICABLE N NEASURIG DISRUPTIV EFFECTS oF ¥ aey {
PROLGNGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE 3
Curtis Riganti ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT A 5
National Drought Mitigation Center OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AGUIFERS. RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS. )
M- or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
iz LIMITATIONS... 1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
USDA D, ERMEERS ST o b SEWEIES stse 11-3t03.9 (Extreme Drought) " 2to 2.9 (Very Most)
—— “\_ v (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX), -2to -2.9 (Severe Drought) M3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
o -1to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) M Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
droughtmonitor.unl.edu -0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)
2/3 3/3
Lof5 11/17/2025,5:26 AM| |1 of 5 11/17/2025, 5:27 AM




Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: drougl Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District gl
X X
U' S' Seasonal Drouyht OUtIOOK Valid for November 1, 2025 - January 31, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor December 9, 2025
i i i Released October 31, 2025 2
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period ) T (Released Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025)
Consistency adjustment exas Valid 7 a.m. EST
based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for
November 2025
w5
Depicts large-scale trends based
on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts. Intensity:
Use caution for applications that
can be affected by shart lived events. l:I None
*Ongoing" drought areas are
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor |:| DO Abnormally Dry
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).
] o1 Moderate Drougnt
NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the [ 02 severe Drougnt
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although - D3 Extreme Drought
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the I o: Exceptional Drought
. end of the period (DO or none;
Author: period ) The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
Brad Pugh . Drought persists conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center Drought remains, information on the Drought Monitor, go fo
but Improves hitos/droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Aboutaspx
. Drought removal likely Auth
or:
- Drought development likely Lindsay Johnson
B "
@ D No drought National Drought Mitigation Center
T LT . 80 s
E Fdro A USDA
® isands = :
Hawai @ o & e
e wero Rico .
- https:/igo.usa.gov/3eZ73 droughtmonitor.unl.edu
1/3 1/3
Lof5 11/17/2025, 5:24 AM 1of5 12/16/2025, 6:27 Al
[Drought Information - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District p: gk Drought - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District gl
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GOAL 4.7

ADDRESSING CONSERVATION, RECHARGE ENHANCEMENT,
RAINWATER HARVESTING, PRECIPITATION ENHANCEMENT,
OR BRUSH CONTROL

(Conservation is the only practice which is practicable in the District.)

Objectives

1. The District will annually submit an article regarding water conservation for
publication to at least one newspaper of general circulation in Jasper, Newton,
Hardin, and Tyler Counties.

2. The District will publish and mail or email, at least once annually, an informative
flier or newsletter on water conservation and related issues, to groundwater use
permit holders. A copy of the flier or newsletter shall also be made available on
the District’s website.

Performance Standard

1. A copy of the article submitted by the District for publication to a newspaper of
general circulation in Jasper, Newton, Hardin, and Tyler Counties regarding water
conservation will be included in the District’'s Annual Report.

2. A copy of the flier or newsletter, on water conservation and related issues, along
with the mailing/emailing list of the permit holders to whom it was provided, shall
be included in the District’s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

An article titled “Summertime Water Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips” was sent
to 4 area newspapers on March 6, 2025. The article was also provided to the East Texas
Banner, the Newton County News, and Tyler County Daily News which are online only
publications. The article was published in the following print publications: Silsbee Bee
(March 26, 2026), Jasper Newsboy (March 12, 2025), The Beaumont Enterprise (March
9, 2025), and posted to East Texas Banner website (March 7, 2025), the Newton County
News website (March 8, 2025), and the Tyler County Daily News website (March 7, 2025).

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




GOAL 4.7

OBJECTIVE 2

This objective was met by the publication of the Fall 2025 SETGCD Well Monitor
Newsletter (see Appendix A). The newsletter was emailed or mailed to permit holders on
September 29, 2025. The newsletter was also emailed or mailed to public officials
throughout the District on September 29, 2025 as well as mailed to all water well drillers
within the District and surrounding counties. Copies of the mailing address databases
are included in Appendix A. The Fall 2025 SETGCD Well Monitor Newsletter was also
posted on the District website on October 1, 2025 for easy access by the general public.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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March 6, 2025

Beaumont Enterprise / Jasper Newsboy

Attn: Editor

380 Main Street

Beaumont, TX 77701

VIA —E-Mail — Localnews@beaumontenterprise.com

Re: Water Conservation Article “Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste
Reduction Tips”

2

Dear Editor:

I would appreciate it if you would consider publishing the attached conservation article in one
format or another in the Beaumont Enterprise and Jasper Newsboy (i.e. a news story or op-ed
piece). I understand that you are not obligated to print the article; I only ask that you consider it.
Please feel free to make minor modifications to the article to meet any formatting guidelines
necessary for publication or to correct grammatical or typographic errors.

I have attached the article in PDF format as well as a Microsoft Word file, for your convenience.
If you do publish the article, I ask that you please notify me so that I may obtain a copy of the
published article for our file.

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
. -75_/ VL /‘2/8 ﬁ I?Cu\i_'/_
ohn Martin

General Manager

P.O. Box 1407 Jasper, Texas 75951 (409) 383-1577 Fax: (409) 383-0799 www. setgcd.org



John Martin

From: John Martin

Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:15 AM

To: ‘localnews@beaumontenterprise.com'

Subject: Conservation-Waste Reduction Article

Attachments: Beaumont Ent-Jasper NB.pdf; Summertime Water Conservation-Waste Prevention Articled.pdf

Hi Beaumont Enterprise and Jasper Newsboy,

| hope all is well. Please find attached my cover letter and conservation/waste reduction article. If you do publish the
article, would you please notify me so that | can get a copy of that edition for our file.

Thanks!

John Martin

Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District

(409) 383-1577




Save water this summer with smart outdoor watering tips https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/save-water-summer-...
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An RV crash in Vidor shut down part of Interstate 10
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Make plans early to conserve water this year

By John Martin, Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District
March 9, 2025
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Save water this summer with smart outdoor watering tips https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/save-water-summer-...

LSS T E— T —
A freeze is expected to hit Houston this week, and with it, the question of what to do about dripping
your faucets.

Adene Sanchez/Getty Images

We are just barely seeing signs of spring, but before we know it, summertime will
be here once again. That means our water use is going to increase significantly. It
is estimated that during the summer, we use between two and four times as
much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall, depending on where you live
and how much watering you do, 30% to 70% of all the water we use at home is
used outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow
some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you
don’t, you may be

wasting up to 50% of the water you are using due to inefficient watering
methods. Since nearly all water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District is groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we
are banking it for future use when we experience drought periods. Keep these tips

in mind when you are using water outdoors:

BEAUMONT ENTERPRISE

\Alatal AMAAva
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Save water this summer with smart outdoor watering tips https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/save-water-summer-...
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e Don't water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the
hottest part of the day, you can lose a significant amount of the water you are
applying to evaporation.

e Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water
each week. Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to
help you monitor how much water you are getting.

¢ One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it
springs back. If it does, you needn’t worry about watering. Also, let the grass
grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the ground and roots and
slow the evaporation rate.

¢ In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good
layer of ground cover will allow the water to seep deeper into the soil and
reduce loss due to evaporation.

¢ Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It's not uncommon to have to add
2,000 gallons a month to a pool due to summertime evaporation. The use of a
pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or
not, even during the winter season you can lose hundreds of gallons per month
to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

¢ Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look
great, but they can significantly increase the amount of water you lose to
evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate
it all together.

¢ Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose

3of7 3/17/2025, 11:31 AM



Save water this summer with smart outdoor watering tips https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/save-water-summer-...

running, you could use as much as 100 gallons or more washing your vehicle.
Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or consider a commercial car
wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 -70

gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption,
and your water bill if you are on a public system, is to install a rainwater collection
system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems alone or in tandem can
reduce your water usage by thousands of gallons. Both of these two options can

be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home,
workshop, or barn to use later when you need it for watering your ornamentals or
your vegetables. The simplest way to get started with a rainwater collection
system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot located near or on
the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a

gutter downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square

foot of roof surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they
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Save water this summer with smart outdoor watering tips https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/save-water-summer-...

need watering, you will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of
water to each plant individually when you water. You can purchase a basic all-
inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for S50—S$75. The starter
kits typically come with a variety of components and between 50—100 feet of

tubing to get you started.

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas

Groundwater Conservation District's Website at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas

Water Development Board’s site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/

March 9, 2025

John Martin

More News
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Make plans early to conserve water this year

By John Martin
SOUTHEAST TEXAS
GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

We are just barely seeing
signs of spring, but before
we know it, summertime
will be here once again. That
means our water use is go-
ing to increase significantly.
It is estimated that during
the summer, we use be-
tween two and four times as
much water as we do the
rest of the year. Overall, de-
pending on where you live
and how much watering
you do, 30% to 70% of all the
water we use at home is
used outdoors. The best way
to be sure you aren’t wasting
water is to follow some sim-
ple guidelines that will help
conserve our most precious
resource. If you don't, you
may be

wasting up to 50% of the
water you are using due to
inefficient watering meth-
ods. Since nearly all water
used within the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Con-
servation District is ground-
water (well water), by con-

serving water today, we are
banking it for future use
when we  experience
drought periods. Keep these
tips in mind when you are
using water outdoors:

* Don't water your lawn
or garden at the wrong time
of the day. During the hot-
test part of the day, you can
lose a significant amount of
the water you are applying
to evaporation.

* Water the lawn only
when it needs it. Most lawns
only need one inch of water
each week. Pay attention to
the weather and keep a rain
gaugein the yard to help you
monitor how much water
you are getting.

* One way to tell if your
lawn needs water is to step
on the grass and see if it
springs back. If it does, you
needn’t worry about water-
ing. Also, let the grass grow
alittle. By letting it grow lon-
ger it will shade the ground
and roots and slow the
evaporation rate.

* In the garden, be sure
to utilize mulch around
your vegetable plants. A

good layer of ground cover

Adene Sanchez/Getty Images

“... By conserving water today, we are banking it for
future use when we experience drought periods.”

will allow the water to seep
deeper into the soil and re-
duce loss due to evapora-
tion.

* Pools are very suscep-
tible to evaporation. It's not
uncommon to have to add
2,000 gallons a month to a
pool due to summertime
evaporation. The use of a
pool cover can reduce evap-
oration by as much as 90
percent. And, believe it or
not, even during the winter
season you can lose hun-
dreds of gallons per month

to evaporation if the pool is
not covered.

* Pool features such as
fountains have become pop-
ular. These fountains look
great, but they can signifi-
cantly increase the amount
of water you lose to evapora-
tion. Save water by limiting
the runtime of these foun-
tains or eliminate it all to-
gether.

* Be conscientious when
washing your vehicles at
home. If you leave a hose
running, you could use as

much as 100 gallons or more
washing your vehicle. Have
a sprayer head on the hose
to save water or consider a
commercial car wash. A
commercial car wash typi-
cally uses 35 - 7ogallons of
water with newer high-tech
facilities using as little as 15
gallons.

Another way to conserve
water and reduce your sum-
mertime water consump-
tion, and your water bill if
you are on a public system,
is to install a rainwater col-
lection system and/or a drip
irrigation system. These two
systems alone or in tandem
can reduce your water usage
by thousands of gallons.
Both of these two options
can be kept simple or made
as high tech and complex as
you would like.

There are a variety of
ways to collect rainwater
from the roof of your home,
workshop, or barn to use
later when you need it for
watering your ornamentals
or your vegetables. The sim-
plest way to get started with
a rainwater collection sys-
tem is to put a thoroughly

cleaned barrel that has a
spigot located near or on the
bottom of the barrel (if on
the bottom barrel must be
raised) under a gutter
downspout. You will collect
approximately 0.6 gallons of
water per square foot of roof
surface. Keep just one barrel
near your flower bed and
when they need watering,
you will be ready to go.

With adrip irrigation sys-
tem you will be able to apply
a very specific amount of
water to each plant individ-
ually when you water. You
can purchase a basic all-in-
clusive set-up at your local
home improvement store
for $50—$75. The starter kits
typically come with a vari-
ety of components and be-
tween 50—100 feet of tubing
to get you started.

For more information on
water conservation ideas
visit the Southeast Texas
Groundwater Conservation
District's Website at: https://
setgedlorg/ or the Texas
Water Development Board's
site at: https://
www.twdb.texas.gov/con-
servation/

Bruins outlast Birdville, brmg t1tle back to Beaumont

By Matt Faye

SPORTS EDITOR

SAN ANTONIO —
With the state champion-
ship slipping away, West
Brook's boys baskethall
team went back to the ba-
sics.

Coach Michael Thomas
and his players didn’t pan-
ic when the Bruins' 18-
point lead was erased by
Birdville in the second
half. Instead, the Bruins
simply got back to their
winning  formula  of
swarming defense and a
heavy dose of Elijah Gar-
rett on offense.

“We've prepared all sea-
son for this,” Thomas told
his team during a late time-
out.

Birdville's sudden
comeback forced overtime,
but the Bruins responded
during the extra period for
a 63-57 victory Saturday in
the Class 5A-1 state title
game at the Alamodome. It
marks the first basketball
championship for West
Brook in school history.

Garrett was at his best

during the pressure mo-
ments of West Brook’s win.
He scored the team's last
five points of regulation,
then made the first basket
of overtime to give the Bru-
ins a lead they never relin-
quished.

Garrett finished with 26
points, six rebounds, five
assists and five steals as the
game's Most Valuable Play-
er. Birdville only scored
one point in the overtime
period.

West Brook made a hab-
it of coming up clutch
when it mattered most
during the postseason run.
Garrett said the Bruins
were built for big mo-
ments.

“Everyone was calm,”
he said after the win. “We
were living in the moment
and we had to get it done.”

Early in the game, it
looked like the Bruins
might cruise to victory.
They held a nine-point
lead at halftime using a
great shooting perfor-
mance from Dillan Dod-
son.

The senior guard scored

Kim Brent

West Brook celebrates after winning the 3A-11
championship against Birdville 63-57 in overtime on

Saturday.

15 points in the first half on
5-of-6 shooting. As the sec-
ond half began, the Bruins
kept extending their lead.
West Brook’s advantage
ballooned up to 18 points
just two minutes into the
third quarter. However,
Thomas knew Birdville
wouldn't go down easily.
By coincidence, the two
teams stayed at the same
hotel the night before the
game. Thomas and Bird-

ville coach Anthony Hol-
man ran into each other
Saturday morning. They
shared a table during
breakfast and discussed
the big game that would
take place between their
teams just a few hours lat-
er.

“No matter what, we're
going to thank God and be
grateful,” Thomas said.
“But I knew his team had

grit and determination.”

West Brook took a 10-
point lead into the fourth
quarter after three made
free throws by Garrett. But
less than two minutes of
game time later, the Hawks
had new life and tied the
game.

Junior guard Sawyer
Dotson was the biggest
reason for  Birdville’s
comeback. His outside
shooting  fueled  the
Hawks' offense, and back-
to-back made 3-pointers
by Dotson gave Birdville
the lead, 54-52 with 2:29 left
in the game.

He finished the game
with a team-high 25 points
for Birdville.

“Every shot he takes, I
think it's going in,” Hol-
man said of the Hawks'
sharpshooter. “For a sec-
ond there, it was almost
our night.”

But the Bruins had oth-
er plans. Garrett carried
West Brook’s offense down
the stretch, and the Bruins
had a chance to win the
game on the last posses-
sion of regulation.

However, Garrett got

caught up in traffic and lost
the ball driving to the rim.
Time ran out, and the game
went to overtime tied at 56.

The Bruins' defense
turned up the pressure in
overtime, and Birdville
didn’t handle it well. Turn-
overs and missed free
throws plagued the Hawks
as West Brook built some
separation and survived
the overtime period.

West  Brook’s state
championship puts Beau-
mont back among the bas-
ketball powers in Texas.
The city’s last title came
when Beaumont United
won back-to-back champi-
onship in 2021 and 2022.

For Bruins players, re-
presenting West Brook's
side of the city was a driv-
ing force behind the state
title.

“Coming from a differ-
ent side of the town has
never been done...it means
so much to us,” senior
guard Terry Satcher said.
“It'sacity of love, and that's
why I love Beaumont so
much, because we support
each other.”

Kim Brent/Beaumont Enterprise

St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica Catholic School children and others observe the
start of Lent during the Ash Wednesday morning mass at the cathedral.

Ash Wednesday launches Lent

By Kim Brent

STAFF WRITER

School children and
parishioners  observed
the start of the somber
Lenten season with the
Ash Wednesday mass at
St. Anthony Cathedral
Basilica early Wednesday
morning, the congrega-
tion emerging from the

cathedral with  ashy
crosses marking their
foreheads.

The distribution of

ashes and recitation of
the phrase “remember
that you are dust and to
dust you shall return”
serves as a reminder of
humankind’s mortality
and the need to reconcile
with God.

The 4o0-day season is
marked with fasting,

Deacon Flint Barbosa and Rev. Shane Baxter
distribute ashes during the morning Ash Wednesday
service at St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica.

prayer and reflection, giv-
ing of alms and service to
others and often forgoing
favorite foods or activi-
ties.

“The things you give up
can bring about spiritual

change in your life,” Rewv.
Shane Baxter told the
congregation. “It can im-
pact you not only during
the Lenten season but
throughout the course of
your life.”

Lamar will improve
research, recruit faculty
with new designation

By Bianca Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Lamar University has
joined Texas A&M and
the University of Houston
— national universities
recognized for the num-
ber of doctorate degrees
awarded and total re-
search funding.

The Rz designation
from the Carnegie Classi-
fication of Institutions of
Higher Education puts
Lamar in a select group of
universities that are at the
forefront of research, a
top priority since Lamar
University President
Jaime Taylor started in
the role.

“Rz2 status isn't just a
pat on the back for what
we've done. It opens up
huge opportunities for
the future,” Taylor said.

Taylor said the desig-
nation enables the Uni-
versity to spend money
attracting more talented
faculty and giving stu-
dents more hands-on re-
search experiences. It al-
so will allow the universi-
ty to expand its work lo-
cally through research
centers focusing on port
management and com-
munity resilience.

“All this in turn ele-
vates the quality of educa-
tion we provide to Lamar
University, and this is just
the beginning,” Taylor

Bianca Thomas/Beaumont Enterprise
Dr. Brett Welsh, Dr. Gene Theodori and Dr. Jaime
Taylor at Lamar University Press Release.

said. “We're committed to
growing our research,
tackling the challenges
facing Southeast Texas
and making an even
greater impact on the
state and beyond.”

Lamar University In-
terim Provost and Vice
President for Academic
Affairs Brett Welch said
three factors contributed
to this milestone: aca-
demic excellence, faculty
driven research growth
and strategic location for
research and industry
collaboration.

“Texas provides a
unique environment for
applied research and in-
dustry partnerships situ-
ated at the heart of the oil
and gas industry, home to
the fourth busiest port in
the United States and fre-
quently impacted by, un-
fortunately, natural di-
sasters, but this region

presents rich opportuni-
ties for collaboration with
industry leaders and gov-
ernment agencies due to
these opportunities,”
Welch said.

Lamar University As-
sociate Provost for Aca-
demic & Research Ad-
ministration Gene Theo-
dori, said the research
conducted by students
and staff play a vital role
in developing long-term
solutions to real world
problems. Theodori also
believes that the universi-
ty will eventually reach R
status if it continues the
work it's been doing.

“The dedication of LU
faculty and student re-
searchers to both aca-
demic rigor and societal
progress is invaluable in
driving continued prog-
ress and fostering a cul-
ture of discovery,” Theo-
dori said.
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March 6, 2025

Silsbee Bee

Attn: Daniel Oliveaux, Editor

410 Hwy. 96 South

Silsbee, TX 77656

VIA E-Mail — Editor@Silsbeebee.com

Re: Water Conservation Article “Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste
Reduction Tips”

Dear Mr. Oliveaux:

I would appreciate it if you would consider publishing the attached conservation article in one
format or another in your paper (i.e. a news story or op-ed piece). I understand that you are not
obligated to print the article; I only ask that you consider it. Please feel free to make minor
modifications to the article to meet any formatting guidelines necessary for publication or to
correct grammatical errors.

I have attached the article in PDF format as well as a Microsoft Word file, for your convenience.
If you do publish the article, I ask that you please notify me so that I may obtain a copy of the
published article for our file.

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
. -75_/ VL /‘2/8 ﬁ I?Cu\i_'/_
ohn Martin

General Manager

P.O. Box 1407 Jasper, Texas 75951 (409) 383-1577 Fax: (409) 383-0799 www. setgcd.org



John Martin

From: John Martin

Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:14 AM

To: ‘editor@silsbeebee.com'

Subject: Conservation-Waste Reduction Article

Attachments: Silsbee Bee.pdf; Summertime Water Conservation-Waste Prevention Articled.pdf

Hello Mr. Oliveaux,

| hope all is well. Please find attached my cover letter and conservation/waste reduction article. If you do publish the
article, would you please notify me so that | can get a copy of that edition for our file.

Thanks!

John Martin

Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District

(409) 383-1577
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Kountze town hall meeting called to explain tax proposal on hallot

A town hall meeting to
explain a special election
sales tax measure propos-
al is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 8, at Koun-
tze City Hall.

Tim Drake, city admin-
istrator, said Proposition
A, will be on the ballot at a
special election scheduled
for May 3. Early voting be-
gins April 22.

He emphasized that the

proposal will not increase
the sales tax rate, but would
allow for the reallocation of
the revenue that the taxes
produce.

The proposition reads as
follows:

“The reduction of the
additional sales and use tax
within Kountze, Texas at a
rate of one quarter percent,
and the adoption of a local
sales and use tax in Koun-

tze, Texas at the rate of one
and one quarter percent”’

The town hall meeting
for the City of Kountze will
be Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at
6 p.m.

All registered voters of
the City of Kountze may
cast a vote on the ballot
measure. Voters can vote
FOR or AGAINST the bal-
lot measure. The proposed
measure will be adopted if

approved by a majority of
the qualified voters at the
election held for that pur-
pose.

Drake said, “The City
of Kountze provides this
explanation for voters as
educational material only.
While the City Council
voted in favor or calling the
Special Election to place
the proposition before the
voters, the City of Kountze

'.""ﬂ?'_ F; e ol 6 Y
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Workmen were seen earlier this week demolishing the former Hardin County hospital building,
located near the courthouse on Monroe Street.The area will provide space for a new parking
lot, at least for the present, with possible use for another project in the future.The demolishing of
the old hospital building is one of several projects now underway in and around the courthouse.

as an entity does not advo-
cate for or against passage
of any proposition.”

For information regard-
ing voter registration and
polling times and locations,
contact the city secretary at
409-246-3463 or Hardin
County Elections at 409-
246-5185.

Drake also provided the
following explanations:

Proposition A asks voter

to vote FOR or AGAINST
changes to the City’s lo-
cal sales and use tax rates
which would at the same
time:

Reduce the current
sales tax rate dedicat-
ed for additional sales
and use tax (sales tax
for property tax relief)
from 0.50 % to 0.25%,
and Increase the current

SEE PROPOSAL, PG 6A

Three travel trailers,
car, ATV burn in fire

An early morning fire
last Sunday west of Sils-
bee destroyed three travel
trailers, a car and an ATV.

Silsbee Fire Chief Rob-
in Jones said the fire de-
partment received a call
at 5:26 a.m. Sunday that a
travel trailer was on fire at
1041 S. Mill Creek Road
in Silsbee.

He said high winds
caused the fire to spread
to two other travel trailers
and to the car and ATV.

He said no one was at
home in the travel trail-
er house, but one man
in another one sustained
second degree burns.

He said the cause of the
fire has not yet been de-
termined.

Kountze  firefighters
came and assisted Silsbee
firefighters in fighting the
fire.

Last Thursday, Silsbee
firefighters aided Koun-
tze firefighters in a fire
that burned several acres

in the 8700 block of Car-
ter Road.

Jones said the fire began
as a control burn which
got out of control. He said
no structures were de-
stroyed, but several trees
and several acres of grass
were burned. He said the
fire started during the
noon hour and firefight-
ers spent the rest of the
day bringing it under
control.

He said Silsbee fire-
fighters also extinguished
several small fires last
week.

He continued to warn
people not to burn out-
doors unless absolutely
necessary, and if they do
to stay with the fire until
it is out.

He also said state and
county officials have is-
sued warnings about
outdoor burning during
windy weather which
has been frequent this
month.

Hardin County Courthouse improvement projects underway

There are plenty of activities at
the Hardin County Courthouse
these days, with workmen seen on
the roof and in the parking lots, and
demolishing the former county hos-
pital across from the courthouse.

All projects are being managed
by County Judge Wayne McDaniel,
with assistance from the Purchas-
ing Agent, Emergency Management
Coordinator, Building Maintenance
Supervisor, and Grant Coordinator.”

McDaniel provided the following
information:

There are a number of projects on-
going at the Hardin County Court-
house to improve the facilities for its
visitors and staff.

The courthouse is getting a brand

new roof. The old roof was damaged
by hail during the Spring Storms
in 2024. After inspections by the
County’s insurance provider, Texas
Association of Counties, of all coun-
ty buildings last summer, the roof of
the courthouse and the floodplain
buildings were both deemed to be
damaged substantially and need-
ed to be replaced. The floodplain
roof was replaced in February and
construction personnel are nearing
completion of the new roof on all
levels of the courthouse. This work
is being funded by insurance pro-
ceeds.

The Hardin County Commis-
sioners Court authorized the coun-
ty judge to get improvements for

some of the parking lots around
the courthouse, which will pro-
vide more spacing between parking
spaces in the Employee Parking Lot
on the corner of SH-326 and Dog-
wood Street, provide additional
parking for law enforcement vehi-
cles, add sidewalks where needed,
and improve drainage in parking ar-
eas as well as the Courthouse Public
Entrance. This project began two
weeks ago and completion is antici-
pated by the end of May. This work
is being funded by the general fund.

Another project authorized by
commissioners court is the demoli-
tion of the old Hardin County Hos-
pital building which included a large
amount of asbestos abatement. The

abatement work commenced in No-
vember, 2024, and demolition be-
gan once that was completed a few
weeks ago. Once this project is com-
pleted, the parking lot will remain
for use as needed, and the ground
where the building once stood will
be restored to green space for future
use.

This project is being completed
through funding from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

All restrooms throughout the
courthouse and corrections facilities
are being updated to include mod-
ern fixtures which will improve sani-
tation, utility costs, and accessibility.
This includes all new showers in the

SEE HARDIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, PG 2A

Alpha and Omega to be performed April 17-18 at First Pentecostal Church

A dramatic play about
the life of Jesus, written
and directed by a local
author and with a cast of
about 50, will be present-
edat 7 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, April 17-18 at the
First Pentecostal Church,
located at 1420 N. Fifth in
Silsbee.

The play was written by
and is being directed by
Toni Looper, 20 year old
daughter of the church’s
pastor and wife, Homer
and Jodi Looper.

Toni Looper, who grew
up in Silsbee, said, “Alpha
and Omega tells the story
of Jesus’ life here on earth.
It tells not only his story,
but the story of those
around him, the lives he
changed, the miracles he

performed, and the pain
he suffered so we could
all be free. We see those
that hated him. Judas,
one of his own disciples,
betrayed him. Caiaphas,
the high priest, constant-
ly tried to trick him so he
could arrest him and have
him put to death”

She added, “But that is
not all there is to the sto-
ry. We feel the power of
redemption in Peter’s life,
the mercy in Mary Mag-
dalene’s life, the breaking
of chains in Legion’s life,
the miracle of raising
Lazarus from the dead, ,
the blood that was shed
for all of us, the pain he
suffered, and his resurrec-
tion power.” She conclud-
ed, “My goal is to help

people understand that
these were ordinary peo-
ple living ordinary lives,
but they walked with Je-
sus, and he was not an
ordinary man. Mary was
his mother and watched
him be beaten and die on
the cross. Peter was just a
fisherman that had a fam-
ily. James and John had a
mother that thought they
were the greatest. Mary
Magdalene was supposed
to be stoned to death,
but Jesus saved her from
death not only physical-
ly, but spiritually as well
and her life was forever
changed. She also said,
“In this production you
get to see the different
personalities and lives of

Courtesy photo
Jesus, being played by Aaron Summer, appears before Caiaphas, played
by David Glover, in the production of Alpha and Omega, scheduled for

SEEALPHAAND OMEGA,PG2A - a(ri 17-18 at First Pentecostal Church of Silsbee.
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ALPHA AND OMEGA

FROM PAGE 1A

those closest to Jesus and see how he
not only changed those around him,
but he changed the world”

Aaron Sumner will play the role of
Jesus, Candice McKinney will play the
role of Mary Mother of Jesus, Dillan
Glover will play the role of Peter, Chloe
Sumner will play the role of Mary Mag-
dalene, David Glover will play the role
of Caiaphas, Lane McDaniel will play
the role of John, and Joe Singleterry will

play the role of Judas.

Tickets may be purchased through
the link on the FPC Silsbee - First Pen-
tecostal Church Facebook page.

Ticket prices are

Gold seating: $25 adults

Gold Seating: $20 under 12
General admission: $20 adult
General admission: $15 under 12
Lap child (3 and under): Free

Courtesy photo
This scene from Alpha and Omega
portrays Jesus, played by Aaron
Summer, praying at a rock in the
Garden of Gethsemane just prior
to his arrest.

HARDIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE

FROM PAGE 1A

Dan Eakin photo

Workmen are making improvements to the parking lots at the Hardin
County Courthouse. The project will create additional parking spaces
and provide space for additional sidewalks as needed. Also it will im-
prove drainage on the parking lots.

County Jail which will
be controlled by Correc-
tions Officers to ensure
minimal use of water.
Inmates will not be able
to turn on the water in
their showers and leave
it running. This project
is also made possible
with American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 fund-
ing.

McDaniel also said,
“We are awaiting au-
thorization of a budget
amendment from Tex-
as Division of Emer-

gency Management
(TDEM) to proceed
with construction of

the new Hardin County
Hurricane Safe Room,
and hope to begin this
project this  spring.
The building will be a
12,939 square foot fa-
cility which will house
Emergency = Manage-
ment personnel during
daily operations and
all  responders 24/7
during future disaster
response.”

He explained, “In the

threat of a tornado, the
facility will be used as
an emergency shelter
for county personnel,
Kountze ISD students
and staff, and nearby
citizens seeking refuge.
This is a project funded
by Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) Hurricane
Harvey Hazard Miti-
gation Grant Funding,
which includes a lo-
cal match that is being
funded by the general
fund”

Courtesy photo
Precious pre-schoolers celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at Kountze Public
Library with story tfime, ukulele music, games and crafts. The event was
guided by Aubri Worsley and hosted by the Friends of Kountze Public
Library. —Submitted by Mary Catherine Johnston, Friends of Kountze
Public Library president

| Former FBI Agent will speak

April 10 at Beaumont museum

One of the most fa-
mous art detectives in the
world, former FBI Special
Agent Robert Wittman

{ | is returning to Southeast

Texas with an all-new lec-
ture, “The Three F’s of Art
Crime: Frauds, Forger-
ies and Fakes, presented
by the McFaddin-Ward
House Museum at 6:30
p-m.. Thursday, April 10, in
the museun’s Visitor Cen-
ter Lecture Hall (located
at 1906 Calder Avenue in
Beaumont).

Wittman, a renowned art
crime expert and bestsell-
ing author, will share thrill-
ing stories and behind-the-
scenes videos from his FBI
investigations into some of
the largest and most capti-
vating fraud cases in the art
and collectible world. His
new lecture will provide
insider details into several
cases, including a 2011 case
at the Knoedler Gallery in
New York City, which in-
volved the selling of forged
art worth approximately
$60 million and a fraud
case involving dealers with
the “Antiques Roadshow”
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television series.

“Its going to be excit-
ing—theyre going to see
undercover videos, they’re
going to hear about cases
they have not heard about
before and theyre going to
get background from the
man in the room,” Witt-
man said. “They’ll be learn-
ing about things that are
not public knowledge but
are interesting facts of these
cases.”

With around 75 percent
of today’s art crime market
involving fakes, frauds and
forgeries, Wittman said it's
important for the public to
learn how to protect them-
selves against becoming a
victim of this type of crime.
His lecture will include in-
valuable insights and prac-
tical tips on sophisticated
fraudster protection.

“People are constantly on
the lookout for good deals,”
Wittman said. “Most of the
time in these cases, when
you find a ‘good deal’ on art-
work, it's probably not real”

After joining the FBI as a
Special Agent in 1988, Wit-
tman received specialized
training in art, antiques,
jewelry and gem identifica-
tion, enabling him to serve
as the FBIs investigative
expert involving cultural
property crime. During his
20-year FBI career, Witt-
man recovered more than
$300 million worth of sto-
len art and cultural proper-
ty. He has represented the
United States throughout
the world, conducting in-
vestigations and instruct-
ing international police
and museums in recovery
and use of high asset value
security techniques.

In 2010, Wittman
penned his “New York
Times” bestselling memoir
“PRICELESS: How I Went
Undercover to Rescue the
World’s Stolen Treasures””

Wittman says return-
ing to Beaumont to speak
in the McFaddin-Ward
House Museum Lecture
Series will be the “highlight
of [his] year”

McFaddin-Ward House
Museum lectures are free
and open to the public, but
space is limited. Doors open
at 6 p.m., and lectures begin
at 6:30 p.m. For those un-
able to attend, the full lecture
will be available for viewing
on the museums YouTube
Channel  (youtube.com/@
mcfaddinwardhouse) and
website  (mcfaddin-ward.
org/about/videos) after the
event.

Built in 1905-1906 in
the distinctive Beaux-Arts
Colonial style, the McFad-
din-Ward House reflects
the lifestyle of the prom-
inent family that lived in
the house for 75 years. The
museum features admis-
sion-free tours, educational
programming, year-round
events, a Carriage House
exhibit and gardens.

This program is sup-
ported by Humanities
Texas, the state affiliate of
the National Endowment
for the Humanities. Any
views, findings, conclu-
sions or recommendations
expressed in this lecture do
not necessarily represent
those of the National En-
dowment for the Human-
ities.

For more information,
call 409-832-2134 or visit
mcfaddin-ward.org.

Get Your Copy Today!

Miracle Healings
N el

Jerry Olson

Through these pages, you'll discover that miracles are not just

distant stories from the Bible or history books but are alive and

active today. This book is a powerful invitation to deepen your

faith, embrace God's truth, and open your heart to the healing
and restoration only God can provide.

Order your book through https://tinyurl.com/JerryOlson|

or purchase at Christian Book Store « 120 Pine Plaza - Silshee
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The Hardin County Sheriff's
Department has released
the following information.
Each individual in this re-
portis presumed innocent
until proven guilty in a
court of law.

March 14

Joseph Eaglin, Beaumont,
was arrested on four
counts possession of
dangerous drugs. Bonds
totaled $12,500.

The Lumberton Police
Department has released
the following information.
Each individual in this re-
portis presumed innocent
until proven guilty in a
court of law.

March 21

Mitchell Leigh Jeane, 36,
was arrested by Officer
Bailey S. Holt on charges
of aggravated assault of a
child and indecency with
a child.

March 19

Crystal Jean-Daigle Han-
son, 47, was arrested by
Officer Chris Robichaux
on charges of possession
of a controlled substance
and public intoxication.
March 21

Kevin Louis Tate, 32,

was arrested by another
agency on charges of
hindering apprehension
or prosecution.

Trevor Randal Hemphill,
28, was arrested by Sgt.
Blake Rice in charges of
possession of a con-
trolled substance and a
warrant.

The Silsbee Police Depart-
ment has released the
following information. Each
individual in this report is
presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

March 10

Jody Christopher Buckley,
32, was arrested on two
charges of possession of a
controlled substance and
one charge of possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Sarina Lea Hudgins, 35,
was arrested on charges
of possession of drug
paraphernalia.
Deavandtre Deonte
Holoman, 32, was arrested
on a warrant from another
agency.

Haley Michelle Crow, 35,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

Michael Allen Sposato, 52,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

March 12

James Ellis Laird, 45, was
arrested on charges of
credit card or debit card
abuse.

Kenneth Ray Sullivan, 29,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

Hardin County
Sheriff's Report

March 17

Mitchell Buttler, Kountze,
was arrested on charges
of violation of a protective
order. Bond was set at
$4,000.

March 18

Stacy Baker,

Silsbee, was arrested on
two counts of injury to

a child/elderly/disabled
person. Bond was set at
$10,000 on each count.

Lumberton Police Report

March 22

William David Miller, 53,
was arrested by Offi-

cer Bailey S.Holton a
warrant.

March 23

Desire Dawne Simons,
39, was arrested by
Officer Wade Hendrix on
charges of assault caus-
ing bodily injury.

March 24

Benjamin Issac Petty,

26, was arrested by
Officer Andrew Lange on
charges of burglary of a
building.

Jeremia David Petty,

26, was arrested by
Officer Andrew Lange on
charges of burglary of a
building.

Jasmine Shannelle Mc-
Mahon, 43, was arrested
by Officer Samuel Jones
on two counts of pos-
session of a controlled
substance and a warrant.
March 25

Lissell Kathleen Jones, 57,
was arrested by Officer
Andrew Langeon a
warrant.

Silsbee Police Report

Scott Eugene Bolden, 50,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

Daniah Paige Cecil, 23,
was arrested on charges
of assault causing physical
contact to a family mem-
ber.

Debora Laquisha Lanae
Moffett, 32, was arrested
on alocal warrant.

March 13

Haley Diane Carver, 35,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

March 14

Meghan Marie Novak, 37,
was arrested on charges of
driving while intoxicated.
JodiLynn Griswold, 43,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

March 15

Jack Franklin Kirkendall,
44, was arrested on a war-
rant from another agency.
Nicolas Waco Papin, 26,
was arrested on a local
warrant.

March 16

Ranada Shutra Porter, 44,
was arrested on a warrant
from another agency.
Sandra Lynette Cartwright,
55, was arrested on a local
warrant.
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Watson Smgers due Sunday at Woodrow Baptist Church

The Watson Fami-
ly Singers, quickly be-
coming one of the best
known family gospel
singing groups in East
Texas, will perform
at 11 am. and 1 p.m.
this Sunday, March 30,
at Woodrow Baptist
Church, located at 1325
Woodrow Road in Sils-
bee.

Lunch will be served
at noon. Visitors are in-
vited to come at 11 a.m.
and stay for lunch and if
they can and like, also
stay for the 1 p.m. sing-
ing. Or, visitors may
come for lunch and stay
for the 1 p.m. singing,
or just come for the 1
p.m. singing.

There is no admission
charge and the lunch is
free. An offering will be
taken.

The Watson family,
from Hemphill, Texas,
is composed of Charles
and Erin Watson and
their four children,
Charles, 12, Matthew,
10, James, 8 and Eliza-
beth, 7.

They particularly love

to sing some of the old
songs, such as “Jesus,
Hold My Hand,” “Man-
son Over the Hilltop,
“Where the Soul Never
Dies,” “Send the Light”
and many more.

The Watson Fami-
ly Singers come high-
ly recommended by
others who have heard

Vietnam vets to be
honored Saturday

National Vietnam War
Veterans Day is Satur-
day, and a special service
to honor those veterans
is scheduled for 11 a.m.
Saturday, March 29, at
the Ben J. Robers REe-
gional Visitors Center,
located at 5055 I-10, just
past Doggett Ford Park.

David Snapp, a U.S.
Army veteran will be

guest speaker. He served
as a combat medic in
Vietnam from May 1968
to June 1969.

There will be patriotic
music and colors posted
by the Vietnam Veterans
of America SETX 292
Chapter members.

For information, call
Tom Hall at 409-791-
7757.

Call The Silsbee Bee

409-385-5278 1o
subscribe today!
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them sing.
For information, di-
rections or transporta-

Courtesy photo
The Watson Family Singers will perform at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Sunday,
March 30, at Woodrow Baptist Church, located at 1325 Woodrow Road
in Silsbee. A free lunch will be served at noon.The public is invited.

tion, call Pastor Dan on
his cell phone at 214-
543-6256.

South Texas State Fair
gets started Thursday

The South Texas State
Fair, one of the biggest
events in the area each
year, is scheduled to
be Thursday, March 27
through Sunday, April 6,
at the Doggett Ford Park
in Beaumont.

This Thursday, entry
gates will be open from
6 p.m. to 10 p.m., with
the carnival closing at
11 p.m. Those attending
the 6 p.m. ribbon cutting
Thursday will be admit-
ted free.

Rodeos this week are
scheduled for 7 p.m. Fri-
day, March 28, and at 5
p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, March 29-30.

Tickets for children
over 3 through adults are
$10 each. Provost Um-
phrey Law Firm, LLP is
sponsoring a night of free
admission to the Young
Men’s Business League’s

(YMBL) South Texas
State Fair on Monday,
March 31. Gates open at
5pm.

The big annual South
Texas State Fair has too
many events to be listed,
but they include exhibits
at the Doggett Ford Ex-
hibit Hall, carnival rides,
a Gator Country Reptile
Show and a food court.

The Miller Beer Gar-
den also provides music
and entertainment from
the Plaza stage.

The event will also in-
clude a youth animal
show and auction.

The fair is sponsored
by the Young Man’s Busi-
ness League of Beaumont
(YMBL).

For a complete list of
events, pricing and gate
opening times, google
YMBL.South Texas State
Fair.
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The Silsbee Bee own-
er and staff would like to
thank the readers and ad-
vertisers for their contin-
ued support of this news-
paper.

The Silsbee Bee is
owned by Hicks Media
(Mark Hicks of Lufkin)
and the corporate of-
fice is located in Diboll
The staff is composed of
Christy Roach, publish-
er; Dan Fakin, editor;
Debbie Gordon, business
manager; Amy Gonzales,
advertising manager; and
Danny Reneau, part-time
sports writer.

A report issued last
month said an average of
two newspapers per week,
or more than 100 each
year

are closing throughout
America. This is because
so many people are going
to other sources for their
news, such as to the in-

Opinions

Silshee Bee owner, staff thank readers, advertisers

From the
Editors Desk

by Dan Eakin

ternet or to social media
such as Facebook, Insta-
gram, etc.

However, our readers
and advertisers know that
the Silsbee Bee provides
a lot of information and
many services which are
not available on the inter-
net or social media.

A man came into the
Silsbee News office last
week to get a newspaper.
He said he didnt mind
paying $1 for it, but said
he was disappointed that
the newspaper no longer
has as many stories in it as
it once did.

This is true. However,
each issue of the Silsbee
Bee offers news that can-
not be found on the in-

ternet, on social media or
anywhere else.

The Silsbee Bee has
detailed news stories on
page one and inside each
week that are not printed
anywhere else or report-
ed on television. In last
week’s issue, for example,
there was a detailed re-
port on page one of what
took place at the Silsbee
City Council meeting the
previous Monday, and
this week there is a front
page report of the Koun-
tze City Council meeting
last Thursday.

Also, the Silsbee Bee is
the only publication any-
where which provides
readers with a weekly list
of arrests made by the
Silsbee and Lumberton
police departments and
the Hardin County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Also each issue of the
Silsbee Bee has detailed

obituaries of those re-
cently deceased. Yes, the
Silsbee Bee has joined
most other newspapers in
requiring a payment for
them, but funeral homes
and loved ones are giv-
en the freedom to write
about any good things
they want about the de-
ceased. No other publi-
cation or social media or
TV or radio station in this
area offers that service.

As to sports, the Silsbee
Bee also offers the most
detailed and comprehen-
sive reporting of any pub-
lication or social media
in the area, especially of
Silsbee, Lumberton and
Kountze sports. Danny
Reneau wrote in great de-
tail results of Silsbee foot-
ball and basketball games,
and more than adequately
covered the Kountze Li-
ons and Lionettes playoff
games right up through

their winning the state
championships. TV and
maybe a couple of other
newspapers had brief re-
ports, but none as were
in as much detail as in the
Silsbee Bee.

As for Lumberton
sports, Brent Guidry, one
of the best if not the best,
sports photographers in
Southeast Texas, does a
great job photographing
Raiders sports. The Sils-
bee Bee is the only news-
paper in the area publish-
ing his outstanding sports
photographs.

And Julie Isbell sends
us some great sports pho-
tos from Evadale.

Also the Silsbee Bee is
the only newspaper or
social media which prints
detailed school news, like
when the Silsbee High
School robotics team, flo-
ral team, choir or other
organizations do well in

Remembering when: The Way Life Was Intended

We did not have access
to modern technologi-
cal conveniences. Hardly
anyone had cars for trans-
portation, computers,
smartphones, microwaves,
televisions in every room,
or fast-food restaurants.
Although these may seem
essential today, their ab-
sence was, in fact, a bene-
fit.

We drank cow milk, goat
milk, ate homemade but-
ter, ate eggs, and sugar in
homemade ice cream, but
most were not overweight
because we were outside.
Life was slow, simple, and
balanced. Wellness was
not a buzzword in the
1940s and 1950s, but it
did not need to be. It was a
way of life and “the way life
was intended.”

There was an inherent
sense of pride in daily

Special
Guest Editorial

by Jim Coonrod

routines that extend-
ed beyond mere tasks of
completion.  Individuals
dedicated time to cooking,
gardening, engaging with
others, family, and exercis-
ing. This lifestyle contrib-
uted to the physical as well
as the mental well-being of
our lives.

In the past, when per-
sonal cars were not as
prevalent and  public
transportation was less
accessible, walking was a
common part of daily life.
Individuals would walk or
ride bicycles to local stores,
schools, and churches
within their communities.
However, today there is a

noticeable decline in walk-
ing, which correlates with
an increase in societal is-
sues such as obesity and
poor health.

In the 1950s, processed
foods were rare, and fast
food had not yet become
widespread. Our food
was free from potentially
harmful chemicals and
artificial dyes. A typical
family dinner included
home-cooked meals fea-
turing red meat, pork, and
chicken raised in backyard
pens, alongside vegeta-
bles from home gardens,
homemade desserts, and
seasonal fruits. Our house-
hold did not consume pro-
cessed food. This tradition
of simple family meals fos-
tered strong family con-
nections and emphasized
the importance of mutual
love and support.

In my youth, I owned a
Red Ryder BB gun, which
represented a significant
milestone. Its possession
conveyed that my parents
had placed their trust in
me and entrusted me with
serious  responsibilities.
This event held deeper
significance beyond mere
enjoyment.

As T evolved in this
journey, I was given a
22-caliber rifle, and 1
hunted rabbits and squir-
rels after school. I would
bring them home, where
Poppa, my father, would
prepare them, and my
mother would cook them
for supper. Fishing was
also a notable activity, as
I caught palm-sized cat-
fish in ponds, which Pop-
pa also prepared. These
experiences taught me
about respect for animals,

the cycle of life, and the
harmonious functioning
of nature. I took on the
role of helping to provide
for the family. Such les-
sons may not be as com-
monly taught to children
today.

My parents greatly in-
fluenced my views on
marriage and family. My
father shared how he was
his own boss for only three
days before marrying my
mother just after turning
21. They were married
until her passing at age 85
and his at age 89. I mar-
ried a wonderful lady on
my return from serving in
the United States Marine
Corps, in the jungles of
Vietnam, in 1969, which
lasted 54 years before she
passed.

Today we observe the
presence of resistance to

regional or state compe-
tition.

Also, the Silsbee Bee is
the only publication in
Hardin County offering
the public the opportuni-
ty to participate by writ-
ing letters to the editor.
The Bee staft wishes more
would submit letters, es-
pecially with city council
and school board elec-
tions in the near future,
and taxes and possible
tax abatements being a
major topic of discussion
these days. Letters may
be emailed to editor@sils-
beebee.com.

Our readers and adver-
tisers already know these
things, and this is a re-
minder to all of what the
Silsbee Bee offers.

With everyone’s contin-
ued support, the Silsbee
Bee can be alive and well
for many years to come.

Again, thank you.

morality, family values,
and love for one oth-
er, resulting in hostility
and disorder, exhibited
in front of our children
in their homes, schools,
on the streets, and on
technological platforms,
which is affecting our
children’s behavior.

Our past experienc-
es are valuable as they
shape our identity, influ-
ence behavior, and guide
decisions. We have the
opportunity to restore
the principles and val-
ues that made “America
Great” but it starts with
us. Freedom and Liberty
are ideas worth striving
for. 1 yearn for a society
that aligns with our foun-
dational intentions, re-
flecting “the way life was
intended” Do you share
this vision?

Legislators said working on a universe of of topics

After the flurry of
bills filed on the dead-
line, we have the final
number of bills filed
and an accurate picture
of the universe of topics
we will work on. In to-
tal, both the House and
Senate together filed
8,898 bill - almost 800
more bills than last ses-
sion.

Here are five things
happening around your
state:

1. Senate passes pa-
rental rights in educa-
tion bill

This week the Sen-
ate passed Senate Bill
12 by Senator Brandon
Creighton. This bill

seeks to strengthen pa-
rental rights, eliminate

My Five
Cents...

by Sen. Robert
Nichols

reform the transfer
process, and increase
transparency and ac-
countability of schools.
The bill dictates that
parents have a clear
right to direct the mor-
al, religious, and edu-
cational upbringing of
their children. It also
directs TEA to develop
a process for districts to
notify parents of chang-
es in their child’s men-
tal or physical health
status and encourage
parent-child communi-
cation.

The bill also address-

DEI in public schools,

Mon

EXTENDED HOURS

ay: 7am-6
Wednesday: 7am-6pm
Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 9am-1pm

Slisbee Discount
Cleaners

1115 N 5th St., Suite 101A | Silsbee
409-373-2007

es diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) prac-
tices in public schools.
It prohibits race- or
gender-based  hiring
preferences, compelled
diversity statements by
staff, and other ideo-
logical influence. One
other major change is
in the process for pub-
lic school students to
transfer to  another
public school. It stan-
dardizes open-enroll-
ment and inter-district
transfers and creates a
lottery process for open
seats with more appli-
cations than openings.
Priority would be given
to returning students,
dependents of district
employees, military or
law enforcement de-
pendents, and siblings
of current students.

2. Nasdaq announces
opening of new head-

quarters in Texas
Nasdaq is the latest
company announcing
expansion in Texas. The
stock exchange opera-
tor said it would open
a new regional head-
quarters in Dallas. This
comes on the heels of
the creation of the Texas
Stock Exchange, which
will launch early next
year, and the announce-
ment that the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE)
is moving its Chica-
go operation to Texas.
The Lone Star State ac-
counts for the largest
number of listings on
the NYSE and is home
to over 200 companies
listed on the Nasdagq.
In recent years, many of
these companies have
moved operations to
Texas due to our favor-
able tax policies, lower
cost of living, and low-

er energy costs. Texas is
open for business and
will continue support-
ing  business-friendly
policies.

3. THC ban passes
Senate

Last week, the Sen-
ate passed Senate Bill
3 by Senator Charles
Perry. This bill would
ban all forms of THC,
or tetrahydrocannab-
inol, the psychoactive
ingredient in cannabis.
Several sessions ago,
the Legislature passed
a bill allowing the sale
of hemp products with
less than 0.3% of THC.

However, consumable
products with THC
levels that exceed the
state’s limitations are
being sold in retail
stores statewide. Over
7,000 retailers have

opened in the six years
since the state legal-

ized consumable hemp
products. Though in-
tended to help the Tex-
as agricultural industry,
the result was the pro-
liferation of gummies,
candies, drinks, vapes
and other products
with more than 0.3%
concentration of THC,
which the state classi-
fies as marijuana. The
bill now moves to the
House, which has it’s
own proposal for im-
posing much stricter
regulation of the prod-
ucts rather than an all-
out ban.

4. Broadband Devel-
opment Office awards
grants, opens pre-regis-
tration

The Texas Broadband
Development  Office
(BDO) announced it
has made $9.8 million
worth of awards to 8
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Paradigm at the Pines welcomes

new social worker Bertha

BY AMY MILLER GONZALES

Bertha Antwine comes
to Silsbee with 33 years of
health care experience.

As a 1976 graduate of
Lincoln High School in
Port Arthur, she then at-
tended Paul Quinn Col-
lege, in Austin Texas -
oldest black college west
of the Mississippi, gradu-
ating with her Bachelors
degree in 1982.

She began her career in
Waco, but moved back to
Southeast Texas after the
birth of her children to be
close to family. She then
opened several group
homes in Beaumont.

Bertha brings various
fields of experience to
Paradigm at the Pines
that includes in psychi-
atricc MHMR, and geri-
atrics.

She has a strong belief
in working as a team to
provide the best care for
residents and their fami-
lies.

Bertha plays an active
role at both Macedonia

Antwine

| i

BERTHA

Baptist Church, and Ca-
thedral of Faith Baptist
Church, where her fam-
ilies attend. She enjoys
spending time with her
grandchildren, children,
listening to gospel music
and gardening.

Five or six years years
from now, she is looking
forward to her retire-
ment. Bertha is a believer

ANTWINE

and a receiver that life is
a journey, and is meant
to provide growth and
understanding in each
phase.

When the time comes
she will be gardening,
and enjoying sitting on
her porch living quietly -

reflecting on the journey

that she has been blessed
with.

Happy Birthda
The Silsbee Bee wishes a Happy Birthday to all our local residents.
Wishing you the best on your special day, and always!

Silsbee Oaks Paradigm at the Pines
D. King H. Jones
M. Linscomb S. Luckey
R. Frost M. Knobloch
D. Davis
Mill Creek
Paradigm at Kountze H. Myers
S. Biles E Hanks
A. Mattern J. Read
R. Cheshire P. Day
E. Jones
E. Hensley

Comprehensive Care ... Peace of Mind

Please feel free to contact us, at any time
for further information.

Our rehabilitation services are aimed at the goals of
returning each patient to their prior level of function
and improving their quality of life.

Short Term Rehab « Orthopedic Recovery
Pain Management « Puimonary Management
Wound Care + MRSA/VRE Management
Electrical Stimulation to aid in Muscle Recovery

We provide comprehensive services with three fully
staffed therapy departments

Physical Therapy * Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy

Now offering Secure Unit

Paradigm at the Pines

welcomes new Social
Worker Bertha Antwine

How to discuss vaccination
with family and friends

Family Features

During the fall and winter
months, respiratory infec-
tions such as flu, COVID-19
and RSV can surge. People
who are vaccinated lower
their risk of getting seriously
ill and needing medical care
if they get infected. About
70% of adults in the United
States said they probably or
definitely will get a flu shot,
and more than 50% said they
probably or definitely will get
an updated COVID-19 vac-
cine. While many people are
ready to get this seasons vac-
cines, others might still have
questions.

“It is normal for people
to have questions about
vaccines, said Peter Marks,
MD, PhD, director of the
US. Food and Drug Admin-
istrations Center for Biolog-
ics Evaluation and Research,
which oversees and reviews
vaccine clinical trials. “Ifs
important for everyone to
know that all vaccines go
through extensive testing
before they are approved
and that following approval,
they are carefully monitored
to identify any safety con-
cerns so that they can be ad-
dressed quickly. Hundreds
of thousands of volunteers
have taken part in respirato-
ry vaccine trials. The results
tell us that these vaccines are
safe and effective in prevent-
ing severe disease caused by
flu, COVID-19 and RSV

Here are some ways to talk
about the importance of this
seasons vaccines with a fam-

ily member or friend who is
unsure about getting vacci-
nated.

Hear them out. When
talking about vaccination,
its important to make others
feel heard. There are many
reasons why people may
have questions and concerns
about vaccines or even the
health care system in gen-
eral. Listen to their thinking
and try not to judge. They
want to know their thoughts
and feelings matter.

Focus on the facts. Instead
of calling out vaccine myths,
focus on vaccine truths.
Concentrating on myths
can cause them to become
the topic of your conversa-
tion. Instead, speak about
the benefits of vaccines. For
instance, you can mention
vaccines cut your risk of
being hospitalized for flu or
COVID-19 by about half.

Ask if they need help get-
ting vaccinated. Sometimes,
people just need some help
to find, schedule and get a
vaccination. You can help
them find a vaccine location
at Vaccines.gov. They may
also need help finding child
care or figuring out whether
they can take time off from
work. Offering a ride or ac-
companying them can also
be helpful, especially if the
closest vaccination site is far
away. If English is not their
primary language, offer
to help them schedule the
appointment and arrange
for a medical translator if
needed. When its easier to
get vaccinated, people are

PA

more likely to take this im-
portant step to help protect
their health.

Having open, honest and
supportive  conversations
about vaccines with family
members and friends can
make all the difference. For
more information, visit cdc.
gov/RiskLessDoMore  or
talk to your doctor.

Flu, COVID-19 and RSV
Vaccines Help People Risk
Less Severe Illness and Do
More of What They Enjoy

This seasons vaccines are
now available. Everyone 6
months and older should
get an updated flu and
COVID-19 vaccine. Every-
one ages 75 and older, or 60
and older with certain health
conditions such as such as
heart disease, lung disease,
obesity or diabetes, should
get an RSV vaccine if they
have not been vaccinated for
RSV before.

For certain people, the
risk of serious respiratory
illness remains high. These
include adults ages 65 and
older, residents of long-
term care facilities, pregnant
people, people with certain
health conditions and those
living in rural areas. People
in some racial and ethnic
groups, including people
who are Black or Hispanic,
are also at higher risk. Peo-
ple who are not up to date
on flu, COVID-19 and RSV
vaccines can reduce their
risk by getting their 2024-25
vaccines as soon as they can.

To get started, visit Vac-
cines.gov.

RADIGM

AT KOUNTZE

Expresses Appreciation to

Jennifer

Savoie

in Honor of National
Social Worker’s Month

Jennifer came to KNC over a year ago after 15 years experience in long
term care. She has enjoyed getting to know all the residents and families at
KNG, and strives to make everyone happy. She loves to laugh with the staff

and residents, and we are incredibly grateful to have her on our team!

604 FM 1293

246-3418

Kountze

Y

Celebrating
DPeople inAction

National Social Worker's Month

rewarding profession, because you
have the opportunity to fouch the lives
of others and make a difference.

Christina Hernandez
LBSW, Social Services

“Everyone has a purpose in life... A unique
gift or falent to give fo others. And when we
blend this unique talent with service to
others, we experience the ecstasy and
exhilaration of our own spirit.”

- Deepak Chopra

Paradigm at the Pines is a skilled nursing and rehabilitation center
located in a peaceful country setfing in Silsbee. Paradigm at the Pines is
a shining example of a facility that offers the Silsbee area a philosophy of

hospitality dignity, respect and a sincere commitment
fo customer satisfaction.

(/) PARADIGM
AT THE PINES
Wendy Jeselink, Administrator | 409-617-3887

705 FM 418 West | Silsbee, Texas
409-385-0033 | 409-385-8116 (Fax)

Silsbee Oaks Health Care
accepts private, medicaid,
medicare and all other levels
of care.

z:  Silshee Oaks
K. Health Care, L.L.P.

Contact Shelly Burns, Administrator or Brooke Woodard for more information about admissions.

920 E. Ave. L 385-5571 Silsbee
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Polly Baker Matlock

Polly Ann Baker Mat-
lock, 77, of Beaumont,
passed away March 11,
2025, at St. Elizabeth
Hospital. She was born
on September 3, 1947, in
Silsbee, Texas, to parents
Lou Francis Drake Baker
and Leon Baker.

Polly is preceded in
death by her son, Kev-
in Lee Matlock; mother,
Lou Francis Drake Stutts;
daddy, Kenneth E. Stutts,
Sr.; and brother, Kenneth
Gene Stutts, Jr.

Polly attended Silsbee
High School until grad-
uating from French High
School in Beaumont. Af-
ter graduation she began
working at Baptist Hos-
pital leading to a lifelong
career in health care. She
attended Lamar Univer-
sity College of Nursing
obtaining a Bachelor
of Nursing degree and
earning her RN. She
was always a caregiver at
heart and worked in crit-
ical care at area hospitals.
She was the owner and
Administer of Horizon
Health Care Services Inc.
for many years serving all
the surrounding coun-
ties. She also opened and
operated United Check
Cashing and other small
businesses in Beaumont.

Her happy place was
Ridgway, Colorado,
where she and Bob de-
signed and built a home,
where they spent as
much time as possible,
she loved the beautiful
mountain views and the
wind through the as-
pen trees. She loved art,
home design, reading,
and spending time with
friends and family. You
could always find her in
the kitchen cooking one
of her favorite recipes
or trying a new one to
share. Polly was involved
with her community and
served on the board of
directors for the Anayat
House and a member of
Westgate Memorial Bap-
tist Church.

Polly is survived by
the love of her life and

husband, Robert “Bob”
Matlock; daughter, Kristi
Ann Matlock of Beau-
mont; son, Derrick Mat-
lock and wife, Dawn;
grandchildren, Grant
and Harper Matlock
of Austin to whom she
will always be Grammy;
sisters, Janice Kirchoff
and husband, Merle, of
Silsbee and Nelda Cren-
shaw and husband, Billy,
of Lumberton; sister-in-
law, Vera Stutts of Sils-
bee. Polly will be deeply
missed by all who loved
her including sever-
al nieces, nephews and
friends.

A gathering of Mrs.
Matlock’s family and
friends was from 6:00
pm. until 8:00 p.m.,
Monday, March 24,
2025, at Broussards,
1605 North Major Drive,
Beaumont. A Celebra-
tion of Her Life was
at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday,
March 25, 2025, at West-
gate Memorial Baptist
Church, 6220 Westgate,
Beaumont. Her inter-
ment followed at Franks
Branch Cemetery, Fred.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions
may be made to the An-
ayat House, 1025 North
14th Street, Beaumont,
Texas 77702;  West-
gate Memorial Baptist
Church, 6220 Westgate
Drive, Beaumont, Texas
77706; or the American

Cancer Society, 1640
North Major Drive, Suite
101, Beaumont, Texas
77713.

Complete and updat-
ed information may be
found at broussards1889.
com.

4
(! 5: Established 1889

“Your Family of Funeral Directors For Five Generations”

490 Cemetery Rd at Hwy 69
Silsbee

409-386-1000

530 W. Monroe.
Kountze

s
m | 409-246-3466

Obituaries

© © 0 0 0 0000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000 00

Billie Gibson

Billie Jean Gibson,
95, of Silsbee, passed
away Saturday, March
22, 2025. She was born
in Silsbee to Annie Lou
Parker Spurlock and Wil-
liam Lee Spurlock.

Funeral service was
Tuesday, March 25 at
First Pentecostal Church
in Silsbee with burial fol-
lowing at Franks Branch
Cemetery in Fred under
the direction of Brous-
sard’s Mortuary in Sils-
bee.

Survivors include her
children, Johnny Lee
Gibson and wife Patri-
cia of Kingston, Tennes-
see, Jerry Wayne Gibson
of Silsbee, Janice Lou
Thompson of Seymour,
Tennessee, James Edward
Gibson and wife Janice of
Kountze, and Stanley Da-
vid Gibson and wife Gay-
lynn of Silsbee; brother,
Wayne Spurlock and
wife Diane of Brenham;
and 11 grandchildren, 34
great-grandchildren, and
six great-great grandchil-
dren.
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Jimmy Brown

Jimmy Wayne Brown,
62, of Breckenridge,
passed away Saturday,
March 22, 2025. He was
born in Beaumont to
James William Brown Jr.
and the late Carol Lee El-
liott Brown.

Survivors include his
children, Rebecca Brown
LeBlanc and Rachel
Brown and spouse Gin-
ger, all of Silsbee; father,
Jim Brown of Vidor; sib-
lings, John Wesley Brown
and Pauline Brown, both
of Vidor; girlfriend, Su-
san Hamaker of Brecken-
ridge; and three grand-
children.

Cremation was under
the direction of Brous-
sard’s Mortuary in Sils-
bee.

-
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Charles Jones

Charles Edgar Jones, 67,
of Silsbee, died at Baptist
Hospital on Friday, March
14, 2025.

He was the son of Thom-
as and Wilma Jones and a
native of Vidor, Texas. He
was one of six children and
no doubt the one who kept
them on their toes and
his mama clutching her
pearls. He loved all things
fast and loud—racecars,
music, drums, and guns. If
it could be made, he could
figure it out. Even sick,
he was tinkering around,
making things and mess-
es. Most of all, he loved his
family.

Memorial service will be
at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, March
30 at Rose City Baptist
Church in Rose City.

Chuck inherited two
stepchildren, but he loved
and called them his own:
Jimi Erbelding, and Jai-
me Allen and husband,
Randy. Eight grandchil-
dren: Zachary, Billy, and
Luke Allen; Zeek and Au-
tumn Walters; Ella and
Ethan Jobe; Riley Pooley.
Two great-grandchildren:
Samuel and Olivia Allen.
He is also survived by his
siblings: Thomas Jones Jr.
and wife, Nelda; Beth Phil-
lips; Sarah Linscomb and
husband, Doug; Georgia
McKinley and husband,
Jerry; Jeanie Rupprecht;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

A special thank you to
the Silsbee Volunteer Fire
Department. We had more
help than would fit in the
house before the ambu-
lance arrived. It was com-
forting to see the turn out
for a medical call.

PROPOSAL

FROM PAGE 1A

“Your Family of Funeral Directors For Five G
490 Cemetery Rd at Hwy 69
Silsbee

409-386-1000

530 W, Monroe
Kountze

eb@ | 409-246-3466

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF
AUTOMATIC TABULATING EQUIPMENT

Notice is hereby given that the automatic tabulating equipment
that will be used in the City of Silsbee General/Special Election
held on May 3, 2025, will be tested on April 2, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

in the Hardin County Clerk’s Office to ascertain that it will accu-

rately count the votes cast for all offices and on all measures.

DeeAnn Zimmerman

Signature of Officer

AVISO PUBLICO DE PRUEBA
DE AUTOMATIC
EQUIPO DE TABULACION

Por la presente se notifica que el equipo de tabulacion automatica

que se usara en la Eleccion de Ciudad de Silsbee General/Especial

celebrada el 3 de mayo de 2025, se probara el 2 de abril de 2025,

alas 9:00 a.m. en la Oficina del Secretario del Condado de Hardin

para asegurarse de que contard con precision los votos emitidos

para todos los cargos y en todas las medidas.

DeeAnn Zimmerman

Firma del oficial

sales tax rate dedicated
to General Revenue from
1.00% to 1.25%.

The proposed change
does not increase the cur-
rent combined rate of all
local sales and use taxes in
the City.

The proposed change
keeps the same combined
rate while reallocating the
individual tax rates to re-
duce the amount dedicated
to property tax relief and to
provide a new source of tax
revenue to fund city street
maintenance and repair,
capital improvements, and
upgrades and/or updates
to existing facilities and
equipment.

In 1996 the voters of the
City of Kountze approved
the Sales Tax for Proper-
ty Tax Relief at a rate of
0.50% to be used to reduce
property taxes in Kountze
and instead collect those
revenues through sales
tax. Under Texas Local
Government Code, the
Sales Tax for Property Tax
Relief Tax Rate may be re-
duced to any rate that is an
increment of one-eighth of
one percent (0.125%) by an
election for that purpose.

Texas Tax Code allows
for combined ballot propo-
sitions regarding municipal
sales and use taxes, so that
the voters may at the same
time vote to reduce a munic-
ipal sales tax and by the same
proposition increase another
municipal sales tax, as long
as the total combined sales
tax rate of all local govern-
ment taxing entities (includ-
ing the City and the County)
does not exceed 2%.

David Fling

David Wayne Fling, 55, of
Evadale, passed away Tues-
day, March 18, 2025 at his
home. He was born to John-
nie Leach and the late Jerry
Rex Fling. He worked as a
juvenile correctional officer.

Memorial service was

Saturday, March 22 at
Farmer Funeral Home in
Silsbee.

Survivors include his
wife of six years, Ashley;
sons, Cord Fling and wife
Shelby and Parker Fling;
mother, Johnnie; and one
grandchild.

ariner

FURERAL HOME

415 N. 4th Street ¢ Silsbee, Texas
409-385-2828

www.farmerfhsilsbee.com

Lucille Graham

Lucille Graham, 92, of
Silsbee, passed away Satur-
day, March 8, 2025.

Funeral service was Sat-
urday, March 15 at New
Bethel Baptist Church in
Silsbee with burial follow-
ing at Kirby Cemetery in
Silsbee under the direc-
tion of Proctor’s Mortu-
ary in Beaumont.

Winnie Harrison
Winnie Marie Har-
rison, 72, of Evadale,

passed away Monday,
March 17, 2025. She
was born in Kountze to
Bertha Moss Harris and
Leon Harris.

Funeral service was
Friday, March 21 at North
End Pentecostal Church
in Buna with burial fol-
lowing at Morse Ceme-
tery in Buna under the
direction of Broussard’s
Mortuary in Silsbee.

Survivors include her
children, Theresa Goins
and husband Keith of
Buna and Jody Mendoza
and husband Mark Ben-
ton of Winnie; siblings,
Joan Frizzell and hus-
band Larry of Pasadena,
Peggy Peck of Buna, and
Tony Harris and wife
Donna and wife Don-
na of Evadale; and three
grandchildren.

I
(! 5: Established 1889

“Your Family of Funeral Directors For Five Generations”
490 Cemetery Rd at Hwy 69
Silsbee

409-386-1000

530 W, Monroe
Kountze

m | 409-246-3466

CALENDAR

School Boards

The Lumberton ISD Board of
Trustees meet the first Thursday
after the first Monday each
month at 7 p.m. at the Adminis-
tration Building, 121 South Main
Street.

The Silsbee ISD Board of Trust-
ees meet at 7 p.m. the second
Tuesday each month in the
Administration Office, 415 FM
327W.

The Evadale ISD Board of
Trustees meet at 7 p.m. the third
Monday each month in the
District's Administration Building
on Highway 105 South. Special
meetings may be called when
necessary.

The Kountze ISD Board of Trust-
ees meet at 6 p.m. the second
Monday of each month in the
Kountze Intermediate School
Library, 150 Vaughn Street.

The Hardin-Jefferson ISD Board
of Trustees meet at 7 p.m. on the
third Monday of each month in
the Administration Building, 520
W. Herring Street in Sour Lake.

City Councils

The Lumberton City Council
meets at 7 p.m. the second and
fourth Monday each monthin
the City Hall Chambers.

The Silsbee City Council meets
at 6 p.m. the third Monday each
month in the Council Chambers
at City Hall,1220 Hwy 327 East.

The Kountze City Council
meets the third Thursday each
month at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall,
1025 North Pine.

The Sour Lake City Council
meets at 7 p.m. the third Tuesday
of each month at the City Hall of
Sour Lake, 625 Hwy 105 West.

Commissioners Court

The Hardin County Commis-
sioners Court will meet the
second and fourth Tuesday at 10
a.m. at the County Courthouse.

ESD

The Hardin County Emergency
District No. 6 Board of Directors
hold its regular monthly meet-
ings at 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month.

MUD

The Lumberton Municipal
Utility District board of directors
meet the third Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in the LMUD
office at 625 FM 421.

4-H

Kountze Kids 4-H Club - Third
Thursday of the month, at 6:30
p.m. at the 4-H Educational
Building, 3677 Hwy 326

Horse & Rider 4-H Club - Last
Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m. at the 4-H Educational
Building, 3677 Hwy 326, Koun-
tze. The next meeting will be
October 31.

SETX 4-H Vet Science Club
- First and second Monday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. at the
4-H Educational Building, 3677
Hwy 326, Kountze. **Annual
enrollment in August only,
youth must be 14 years old to
participate.

Village Creek 4-H Club - Third
Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m. at the New Covenant

Assemblies of God Church, 1470
N Fifth St,, Silsbee, TX 77656.The
next meeting will be October 17.

West Hardin 4-H Club - Second
Sunday of the Month at 3:00
p.m. at the Batson Community
Center at 9153 Main St, Batson,
TX77519.The next meeting will
be on October 9.

Civic Clubs

The Hardin County Rotary
Club meets on Thursday weekly
at8a.m. at the Lumberton Fire
Station, 228 Country Lane Drive,
in Lumberton. Visitors are wel-
comed to meetings that begin
with breakfast provided.

The Silsbee Woman'’s Club
meets the second Thursday each
month at 11 a.m. at St. John's
Episcopal Church on Roosevelt.

Miscellaneous

The Hardin County Strong
Executive Board will meet a
2 p.m. in the Commissioners
Courtroom in the Hardin County
Courthouse. The board meets
the second Tuesday each month.

Every fourth Thursday of the
month, senior citizens can go
to the YYAFA Building in Silsbee
to sign up for food. Individuals
must be age 60 and older with
proof of income. For more
information, call Arthur Smith at
409-273-1702 or 409-617-2093.

The Hardin County Genealog-
ical Society meets every second
Saturday of the month at 10
a.m.atinits library at 220 W.
Main Street (next to Kirby-Hill
House), and hosts quarterly
presentations on topics of local
or historical interest. The library
is open on Wednesdays from 9
a.m. to 12 noon for genealogy
research.

The Southeast Texas Relic
Hunters will meet at 6 p.m. the
second Saturday of each month
at the New Life Church, 42493
Highway 105 in Batson. For more
information, call Jack Duke at
936-391-1847 or Thomas Enloe
at 832-448-6517.

The Southeast Texas Stamp
Club will meet the third Wednes-
day each month at 7 p.m. at the
St. John's Episcopal Church, 1305
Roosevelt Drive in Silsbee. View
auction lots at 6:30 p.m.

Al-Anon meets at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays at the First Presby-
terian Church, 855 U.S. Highway
96 S. Contact 409-363-0291 if
you have any questions.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Silsbee, located at 855 Hwy 96 S
(across from Sonic) will serve free
lunches on Fridays from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. or until food runs out,
whichever comes first. Inside
dining or takeout.

Music

Hardin County Genealogy So-
ciety will host a free family-style
music show at the County Seat
Music Hall on the third Saturday
of each month. Doors open
at 5:30 p.m. Shows stat at 6:30
p.m. We are located at 125 West
Brown Street in Kountze.

For your club, church meeting or
other events to be place, email
editor@silsbeebee.com
or call 409-385-5278.


https://www.silsbeebee.com/
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BEE SPURTS

Three Kounize Lions and one Kountze Lionette received all state honors after both the Lions and Lionettes won state championships this year.
They are Lions Mason Donald, Zacc Sells and Cordell Lowe and Lionette Keyiona McDaniel.

Silsbee softball team wins
seven of last nine games

BY DANNY RENEAU

The Silsbee Lady
Tigers softball team
picked up a pair of
wins last week over
WOS and Vidor. The
two wins ran the Lady
Tigers record to 12-8.

On March 18, the
Lady Tigers traveled
to WOS and crushed
the Lady Mustangs by
a score of 16-0. Then
on Friday in one of the
best games of the year
the Lady Tigers came
from behind to defeat
Vidor 8-7.

WOS came into the
game against Silsbee
with a record of 13-8
but they were out-
classed by the Tigers
in nearly every phase
of the game. Silsbee
picked up six runs in
the top of the first in-
ning. They came back

I | | ie‘ | : |
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Danny Reneau photo

Madeline Byars came
on in relief to pitch

against Vidor. The
Pirates had a huge
lead but Byars man-
aged to keep them in
check for the remain-
der of the game and
Silsbee came from
behind to win 8-7.

Danny Reneau photo

Grace Rulon lays down a bunt during the Silsbee Lady Tigers come
from behind win over Vidor.The Tigers trailed at one time 6-1 but rallied

to win 8-7.

to add 5 more in the
top of the second and
led 11-0 at the start

Danny Reneau photo
Morgan Graham
rounds third in the Ti-
gers battle with Vidor
on Friday. Unofficially
she went on to score
the winning run in the
game.

of the third inning.
Then Silsbee scored
five more runs and the
game was called due
to the ten run rule.

Silsbee finished the
game with 16 runs on
seven hits and two er-
rors.

WOS had no runs
on two hits and seven
errors.

The Lady Tigers
played Vidor last Fri-
day afternoon in a
rare afternoon game
that started at about
11:30.

This game was tied
at 1-1 after the first
couple innings. Then
in the third Vidor
erupted for six runs to
take a huge lead.

The Lady Tigers nev-
er gave up. In the fifth
inning Silsbee strung a
bunch of hits together
and came back to tie
the game at 7-7.Silsbee

took the lead in the
sixth inning but Vidor
still had a chance in
the seventh.

The Lady Pirates
got the tying run on
base but could not get
her home and Silsbee
claimed the 8-7 victo-
ry. This was the Lady
Tigers seventh win in
the last nine games.

The SHS squad
played Lumberton on
Tuesday. The Tigers,
now 4-2 in district
play, defeated Lum-
berton in a Feb. 26
match-up.

April 1, the Tigers
will travel to Jasper
for a game. Silsbee de-
feated Jasper 18-3 on
March 7th.

Then on April 4 the
Tigers will host Bridge
City. Silsbee lost the
first match-up be-
tween the two schools
by a 3-0 score.
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Danny Reneau photo
Eliana Oseguera started in the pitchers circle
for the Lady Tigers. She did not figure in the
decision but pitched about three innings.

Danny Reneau photo
Taylor Tilley takes a healthy swing but appears
to undercut this ball. The distance between
where the pitcher releases the ball and the
batters box is very short and makes it hard to
connect.

2025 lesan Sentra

$23,625'

2025 Nissan Murrano

$42,050

Your Choice, Your Wa

$26,

"f#'_ -

*Internet Price + TTL

2025 Nissan Kicks

020°

#2025 Nissan Pathfinder

$42,945

* 409.299.3221

NISSAN OF SILSBEE 4

T ATHLETE 4

OF THE WEEK

#30 Madeline Byars
Soph. P, 1st Base ¢ Silsbee HS

U

2025 Nissan Altima

321‘,295*

2025 Nissan Z

$49,999

SHOP US ONLINE! SILSBEENISSAN.COM

Deal
with the
Dealer

\.' /\ﬂ-

2025 Nissan Rogue

'$33.82%°

2025 Nissan Armada

$14,290°
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Raiders soccer
boys to be In
regional semis

On Thursday, March
20, the Lumberton (16-
5-2, 11-1) boys soccer
team came from behind
with a late, game tying
goal from Andrew Han-
sen to send their game
against Hargrave (7-11,
4-4) into penalty kicks.

Goalkeeper Will Scog-
gins stopped 2 shots in
the best of 5 shootout
while Andrew Hansen,
Rylan Pham, Wes Stew-
art, and Zach Breaux
all scored their penalty
kicks.

On Monday, March
24, the Raiders traveled
to Sealy (13-13, 8-6) for

the Area Champion-
ship. After going down
0-1 early, Andrew Han-
sen scored with an as-
sist from Wes Stewart to
tie the game just before
halftime.

The second half saw
both teams creating
chances and having dis-
allowed goals, before
Jaxan Tallina assisted
Andrew Hansen for the
game winning goal with
2 seconds left on the
clock. The Raiders will
play the winner of the
Almeta Crawford vs La
Vega later this week in

Brent Guidry Photo

The Lady Raiders celebrate after freshman Madelyn Walters (19) scored the sixth goal of the

the Regional Semifinals. game against Huffman. Lumberton won their Bi-District match against the Falcons 6-0

Brent Guidry Photo
Lady Raider Emily Hatcher (15) catches a fly ball for an out in Lum-
berton’s game at Vidor.The Lady Pirates came from behind to win the

game 9-13.

Start earning!

Brent Guidry Photo
Lumberton third baseman Colton Harwell (1) fields the ball in a thrilling
game Friday night. Ryan Verde Jr. hit a walk off 2 RBI single to end the
game with Gavin Harmse and Ethan Black scoring to win the game 5-4.

MY FIVE GENTS

FROM PAGE 4A

applicants in 121 coun-
ties through the office’s
Pole Replacement Pro-
gram. This is the sec-
ond round of awards
for the program which
aims to support retail
broadband services by
reimbursing the cost of
replacing thousands of
utility poles statewide.
In 2023, voters passed
Proposition 8 which
created the Broadband
Infrastructure Fund
and dedicated $75 mil-
lion to the Pole Re-
placement Program. Of
those funds, almost $30
million has been allo-
cated.

The BDO also an-
nounced pre-registra-
tion opened for the

Texas Broadband Egq-
uity, Access, and De-
ployment (BEAD)
program. BEAD is a
federally-funded pro-
gram that seeks to pro-
vide broadband access
to every residential and
commercial  location
statewide. Texas was al-
located $3.3 billion to
support infrastructure
deployment, mapping,
and adoption. Pre-reg-
istration is not required,
but participants will get
early feedback on in-
formation they submit.
The  pre-registration
period opens March 17
and closes April 4.

5. Senate passes bill
penalizing production
of obscene AI material

Senate Bill 441 by Sen-
ator Juan “Chuy” Hino-
josa passed the Senate
unanimously this week.
SB 441 creates civil pen-
alties for the creation of
nonconsensual intimate
visual materials, of-
ten called “deepfakes.”
These deepfakes have
gotten more perverse
with the use of AI to
digitally create intimate
photos. This bill impos-
es civil penalties on in-
dividuals, websites, and
payment processors in-
volved in producing or
distributing this content
without consent. It also
allows for an extensive
statute of limitations of
10 years for victims to
sue for damages.

Your Community

FINANCI AL -
News Connection

A credit union worth raving about

%
v))
“Claim based on Nov. 2024 industry survey of high yield checking accounts and
their payout balance limits. APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of $1,000 —
$35,000.00 earn 6.10% APY. $35,000.01 and up earns .50% APY. Must meet all
activity qualifiers to earn interest on eligible balances. Dividends are calculated
daily on end of day balance, paid out monthly. Rates subject to change without
notice. Federally insured by NCUA.

silsbeebee.com
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First Security Bank’s Sour Lake Branch to host ribbon-cutting
and launch 'Bank Local, Shop Local' campaign April 1st

First Security Bank

THEFIRSTSECURITYBANK.COM

Sour Lake, TX - First Se-
curity Bank is proud to host
a community celebration at
The Sour Lake Branch on
Tuesday, April 1st at 11:00
AM, in partnership with the
Greater Beaumont Chamber
of Commerce. The event will
feature the Chamber’s offi-
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony
and mark the highly antic-
ipated launch of the bank’s
“Bank Local, Shop Local”
campaign—an initiative de-
signed to unite the commu-
nity through shared support
of local businesses and bank-
ing.
As the only locally owned
and operated bank in Sour
Lake, First Security Bank’s
Sour Lake Branch is deep-
ly committed to the people,
tamilies, schools, farms, and
small businesses that define
the community. The cam-
paign encourages residents
to support local merchants

while also choosing to bank
with institutions rooted in
the same community.

In a bold show of that
commitment, The Sour Lake
Branch has already pur-
chased thousands of dollars
in gift cards from local busi-
nesses. Starting April 1st,
anyone who opens a new ac-
count at the branch will re-
ceive a free

$25 gift card to a partici-
pating Sour Lake business of
their choice.

Participating  businesses
will proudly display a “Bank
Local, Shop Local” decal
in their windows, signal-
ing their partnership in the
movement and the bank’s
direct investment in their

success. This initiative isn’t
just symbolic—it’s real, local
economic impact. It puts dol-
lars directly into the hands of
our neighbors and reinforces
a stronger, more united Sour
Lake.

The event will also feature
the drawing and announce-
ment of two winners from
The Sour Lake Branch’s
Grand Opening kickoft pro-
motion: one winner will re-
ceive a Blackstone Grill, and
another will take home a
$1,000 cash prize.

Simple refreshments will
be served, and attendees will
hear from bank leadership
on the importance of this
campaign.

“This isn't just a promo-

tion—it's a movement,” said
Clint Walters, Chairman and
CEO of First Security Bank.
“We're the only locally owned
bank in town, and we believe
in showing up for our neigh-
bors. Whether its a small
business, a school, a local
family, or a farmer down the
road—whatever this town
needs, we want to be part of
the solution.”

Melissa Domingues, Pres-
ident of First Security Bank,
added,

“When you keep your dol-
lars local, it comes back to
you. Our goal is to help ev-
ery corner of this community
thrive, and it starts by sup-
porting one another. We're
not here to be just another
bank—we’re here to be your
bank”

Crystal Henderson, Sour
Lake Branch Manager,
echoed that message:

“This campaign is about

more than signs and slo-
gans—it’s about relation-
ships. We've bought thou-
sands in gift cards because
we believe in these businesses
and this community. When
someone opens an account
and picks a gift card from
one of those vendors, that’s
more than a giveaway—it’s
a handshake, a connection,
and a show of unity. That’s
what Bank Local, Shop Local
is all about.”

The April 1st event is open
to the public and will serve
as a reminder that real com-
munity support starts at
home—right here in Sour
Lake. Whether you’re a resi-
dent, business owner, parent,
or partner in the local econ-
omy, First Security Bank’s
Sour Lake Branch invites
you to join the celebration,
be part of the movement,
and help shape the future—
together.

Senate backs prayer time, Ten
Commandments in classrooms

AUSTIN—The  Texas
Senate last week passed a
bill to allow school districts
to set aside time for in-
school prayer and gave ini-
tial approval to requiring
all schools to post a copy of
the Ten Commandments
in every classroom.

The Austin  Ameri-
can-Statesman  reported
that the two measures were
priorities of Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, who presides over
that chamber.

“Religious freedom
is a bedrock principle
upon which America was
founded, recognizing our
rights come directly from
God, not the government,”
Patrick said in a statement.

SB11 would give dis-
tricts the option to sched-
ule time each day for em-
ployees and students to
pray or read “the Bible
and other religious texts”
Anyone who participates
would have to sign a waiv-
er that they are taking part
voluntarily and would not
sue the district.

State Sen. Sarah Eck-
hardt, D-Austin, ques-
tioned whether the bill vio-
lates the U.S. Constitutions
First Amendment, which
states that “Congress shall
make no law respecting an
establishment of religion”

SB10 would require a
copy of the Ten Com-
mandments to be dis-
played in every classroom.
A similar measure in Loui-
siana has been temporarily
blocked by a federal judge.

Bill filed to abolish
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department. A Waco
lawmaker has filed a bill
to abolish the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department

Capital
'| Highlights
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= by Gary Borders

and transfer its duties to
the Texas General Land
Office, Department of
Agriculture, and Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the
Houston Chronicle re-
ported.

State Rep. Pat Curry,
R-Waco, filed the bill to
disperse TPWD’s various
duties but did not respond
to requests for comment
on what spurred filing the
bill.

Under his proposal, the
land office would take
over parks, natural areas,
wildlife management ar-
eas, fish hatcheries, his-
toric sites, and other pub-
lic land. The agriculture
department would be in
charge of conservation
and management of na-
tive plants and wildlife,
as well as hunting and
fishing. DPS would man-
age all law enforcement
duties, such as game war-
dens.

Employees of TPWD
would be transferred to
the agencies overseeing
the new duties.

TPWD sent an emailed
statement, saying in part:
“Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department is proud
of the important role our
agency plays in manag-
ing Texas land and wa-
ters in coordination with
our partners and private
landowners to provide for
hunting, fishing and out-
door recreation. Our 89
state parks welcome more
than 9 million visitors
each year”

Measles cases now top
300 in state. The number
of confirmed measles cases
in Texas now totals 309 as
of Friday, according to the
Texas Department of State
Health Services, with 40
hospitalizations and one
fatality.

Of that number, 211
have been in Gaines Coun-
ty, in West Texas. All but
two of those contracting
the disease were not vacci-
nated, according to DSHS.

Declining  childhood
vaccination rates have left
parts of the state vulnera-
ble to a measles outbreak,
Dr. Peter Hotez told the
Chronicle last week. Ho-
tez is the co-director of the
Center for Vaccine Devel-
opment at Texas Children’s
Hospital in Houston. He
said he expects the out-
break will continue to
grow due to an increase
in non-medical vaccine
exemptions among Texas
children over the past de-
cade.

“Its like a hurricane
passing over warm Carib-
bean waters,” Hotez said.
“As long as there’s warm
Caribbean waters — in this
case, large populations of
unvaccinated kids — this
epidemic is going to con-
tinue”

Two-thirds of the re-
ported cases are in chil-
dren under the age of 17.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published
a number of community
newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including
in Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com.

Storms Arrive.

SAM HOUSTON

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Take time to make sure your
backup generator is working
properly, is the right size for your
needs, and you have a safe area
to place it when it’s time to pull

it out of storage. Your generator
needs a clean, dry, well-ventilated
area and a transfer switch installed
by a licensed electrician.

STORMS
STRIKE QUICKLY

Check Your Generator Before

800-458-0381

www.SamHouston.net
Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC

Harvest card return
deadline is April 1

The Big Thicket National Preserve
staff would like to remind hunters
who have a 2024-2025 hunting permit
that the return date for harvest cards
is April 1, 2025. If hunters do not re-
turn their harvest card, there will be a
1-month delay before they can receive
a hunting permit for the 2025-2026
season.

“Each year for the past 5 years, we
have seen a 40% return rate for harvest
cards,” states Superintendent Wayne
Prokopetz. “We are looking to increase
the return rate, so we have more robust
data to make management decisions.
Therefore, it is very important that
hunters return the cards each year”

Hunters have three different ways to
return their harvest card by the April
1st deadline:

« In-person at the Big Thicket Visi-

tor Center — 6102 FM 420, Kountze, TX
77625

« Email a photo of the harvest card to
bith_information@nps.gov

o Mail the card to 6044 FM 420,
Kountze, TX 77625

If a hunter doesn't return the har-
vest card before the April 1st deadline,
the hunter will not be able to pick up
a permit for the 2025-2026 season until
the Friday before hunting season starts,
about a month after the beginning of is-
suing permits.

Anyone may hunt for free during fall
and winter in Big Thicket National Pre-
serve with a free hunting permit, avail-
able at the visitor center. See hunting
page for more information.

If hunters have questions, or have lost
their harvest card, they can call the visi-
tor center at 409-951-6700.

GOSPEL
MEETING

SJs0THIO

830 Hwy 96 S ¢ Silsbee, TX

April 6-8, 2025

Sunday, April 6
9AM & 11 AM
Scott Finley — Buna, TX

Sunday, April 6
2 PM
Curtis Carr — Beaumont, TX

Monday, April 7

7PM

DJ Dickerson —

LaPorte, TX

Tuesday, April 8
7 PM
Chris Eppler — Mauriceville, TX
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y * TO PLACE YOUR

DEADLINE: 10 a.m. Tuesd

Silsbee
*» Bee

Classifieds Ad Rate:
For 20 Words

10

: Call 409-385-5278 or online at silsheebee.com ¢ PAYMENT: Cash, Check or Credit Card

Each Additional Word
is 25 cents

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME WRITER

QUALIFICATIONS:

e STRONG WRITING AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS
e COVERING LOCAL MEETINGS, EVENTS, SPORTS
e EXPERIENCE OR SKILLS IN PHOTOSHOP A PLUS

e MUST HAVE GOOD COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS
e ABILITY TO MEET DEADLINES
e DEGREE IN JOURNALISM NOT NECESSARY;
EXPERIENCE IS A PLUS

COVERING HARDIN COUNTY:
SILSBEE, EVADALE, KOUNTZE AND LUMBERTON.
ABILITY TO PHOTOGRAPH SPORTS IS A PLUS.

SEND RESUME TO:
CROACH@HICKSMEDIAGROUP.COM

o& RV Spaces Jo

Quail Valley Estates

Large lots w/ concrete slabs;
30 & 50 amp; water, sewer, & trash.
Weekly & long term rates.

409-782-4588

If you or a loved one are having
a problem with alcohol

Call AA Intergroup

409-832-1107

RV FOR SALE:

Priced Reduced! Well maintained
2017 Jayco Jay Flight 264BHW
travel trailer near Silsbee, 26x8,
loaded, 16’ electric retractable
awning. Make offer. No sale or

negotiating online. $71,900.
Call for appointment

409-656-1160.

13p

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

N Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALLTODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It's not just
agenerator,
It's a power
move.

Receive afree 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
-valuedat$535.

Call 855-704-8579
toschedule your free quote!

GENERAC
s

“Tems ond Condifors ol

Get a Standard
Warranty of

7VEARS Seitde

Call 1-888-925-0261 [,

BRIG

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS
CAUSE NO: 65766

IN THE INTEREST OF § 88™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

RJB §
ACHILD § COUNTY OF HARDIN
IMPORTANT NOTICE:

"YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN
ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT
FILE AN A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK
WHO ISSED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. ON THE
MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRATION OF
20 DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITA-
TION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY
BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU. IN ADDITION TO FILING
A WRITTEN ANSWER WITH THE CLERK, YOU MAY
BE REQUIRED TO MAKE INITIAL DISCLOSURES
TO THE OTHER PARTIES OF THIS SUIT. THESE
DISCLOSURES GENERALLY MUST BE MADE NO
LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER YOU FILE YOUR
ANSWER WITH THE CLERK. FIND OUT MORE AT
TEXASLAWHELP.ORG."

TO: KRISTAPHER THOMAS ALLEN KERN, Respondent(s),
Greetings:

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED appear before 88TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT of HARDIN COUNTY, TEXAS, at
the Courthouse located at 300 Monroe St. of said County
in the City of Kountze, Hardin County, Texas, by filing a
written answer at or before 10:00 o’clock A.M. of the Mon-
day next after the expiration of twenty (20) days from the
date of service of this citation then and there to answer the
ORIGINAL PETITION FOR TERMINATION AND ADOPTION OF
STEPCHILD filed in said court on MARCH 13, 2025, in Cause
No. 65766 on the docket of said court, styled:

IN THE INTEREST OF R.J.B., A CHILD

The nature of which suit is a request to Termination and
Adoption.

The date and place of birth of the child (children) who is
(are) the subject of the suit:

CHILDREN DATE OF BIRTH
RJB  SEPTEMBER 13,2012

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to
wit:

“The court has the authority in this suit to enter any judg-
ment or decree, including but not limited to dissolving the
marriage, providing for the division of property, which will
be binding on you.

“The court has the authority in this suit to render an order
in the child’s (children’s) interest that will be binding on you,
including the termination of the parent-child relationship,
the determination of paternity, and the appointment of a
conservator with authority to consent to the child’s (chil-
dren’s) adoption.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID
COURT AT KOUNTZE, TEXAS, ON THIS THE 21st day of
MARCH 2025.

PLACE OF BIRTH

ATTORNEY OF RECORD:
JAKE WHEELER DANA HOGG, DISTRICT CLERK
1100 PECAN Hardin County, Texas

Kountze, TX 77625 PO Box 2997
Kountze, TX 77625

By: Sarah Graham, Deputy

Your Hometown

Real

TriangleRealEstateLLC.com 409'373'5004

7 TRIANGLE
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ESTATE

Estate Broker!

ADVERTISEMENT AND
INVITATION FOR BIDS
Electronic  bids ad-

dressed to the City of Rose
Hill Acres, Texas will be
received ON-LINE through
CIVCASTUSA.COM; for fur-
nishing all necessary mate-
rials, equipment, superin-
tendence, and labor for the
construction for the City of
Rose Hill Acres CDBG-DR
Contract No. 20-065-148-
(C903 Street Improvements
project. Deadline to submit
bids is 2:00 PM., CST, on
Tuesday, April 8, 2025.
Bids  will, immediately
thereafter, be opened on
CIVCAST. Any bids received
after the deadline will be
NOT BE ACCEPTED. Bids are
invited for several items and
quantity of work as follows,

This contract provides
for North and South street
improvements  within the
City of Rose Hill Acres.
Proposed  improvements
include rehabilitating ex-
isting roadway sections
by reworking the existing
base, including treatment,
applying HMAC surfacing,
including street and drive-
way turnouts and backfill-
ing edge of pavement; re-
placing culvert crossings at
specified locations with all
associated appurtenances.

The Contract Docu-
ments, Specifications, and
Plans may be examined at
the following location: A
complete set of the bid-
ding documents are on file
at  www.civcastusa.com.
There is no cost to view
the plans, and printing can
be done through the web-
site. Sets of hard copies of
bidding Documents will not
be sold. Complete sets of
bidding Documents shall be
used in preparing Bids; nei-
ther Owner nor Engineer as-
sumes any responsibility for
errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of
incomplete sets of bidding
Documents. Owner and En-
gineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents avail-
able on the above terms, do
so only for the purpose of
obtaining Bids for the Work
and do not confer a license
or grant for any other use.
Also, plans can be viewed
at the 100 Jordan Road,
Rose Hill Acres, TX 77657
and Schaumburg & Polk,
Inc., 8865 College Street,
Beaumont, Texas 77707.

A bid bond in the amount
of 5 percent of the bid
issued by an acceptable
surety shall be submitted
with each bid. A certified
check or bank draft payable
to the City of Rose Hill Acres
or negotiable U.S. Govern-
ment Bonds (at par value)
may be submitted in lieu of
the Bid Bond.

Funding for this project
is covered under Section 3
of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968.
All eligible bidders must
comply with Section 3 re-
quirement in regards to
meeting or exceeding the
required objectives for both
hiring and subcontracting.
In accordance with these
objectives, contractors
are required to direct their
newly created employment
and/or subcontracting op-
portunities to Section 3
Residents and Business
Concerns.

Attention is called to
the fact that not less than
the federally determined
prevailing wage rate (Da-
vis-Bacon and Related
Acts) wage rate, as issued
by the U.S. Department of
Labor and contained in the
contract documents, must
be paid on this project. In
addition, the successful
bidder must ensure that
employees and applicants
for employment are not dis-
criminated against because
of race, color, religion, sex,
sexual identity, gender
identity, or national origin.

Any contract or contracts
awarded under this Invita-
tion for Bids are expected
to be funded by CDBG-DR
Contract No. 20-065-148-
€903.

Pre-Bid  Conference
will NOT be held on this
project. All questions
shall be received through
CIVCAST or in writing via
email and addressed by
Addendum.  Questions
will be received until April
2, 2025, at 5:00 PM, CST.

Questions submitted after
this time & date may not
be answered.

The City of Rose Hill
Acres reserves the right to
reject any or all bids or to
waive any informalities in
the bidding. Bids may be
held by City of Rose Hill
Acres for a period not to ex-
ceed 60 days from the date
of the bid opening for the
purpose of reviewing the
bids and investigating the
bidder’s qualifications prior
to the contract award.

All contractors/subcon-
tractors that are debarred,
suspended or otherwise
excluded from or ineligible
for participation on federal
assistance programs may
not undertake any activity
in part or in full under this
project.

David Lang, MAYOR
AD1-March 19, 2025;
AD2-March 26, 2025
CITATION BY
PUBLICATION

NO. 12408

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HARDIN

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS
GREETING:

You are hereby com-
manded to appear before
the COUNTY COURT of HAR-
DIN COUNTY, TEXAS at the
Courthouse of said Coun-
ty in the City of Kountze,
HARDIN  COUNTY, TEXAS
at or before 10:00 o’clock
AM. of the first Monday
after the expiration of ten
(10) days from the date of
publication of this citation
by filing a written answer
to a petition filed in said
Court on March 20, 2025 in
Cause No. 12408, styled, In
the Interest of DINA JEAN
BRISTER.

A brief statement of the
nature of the petition is as
follows, to-wit: APPLICA-
TION TO DETERMINE HEIR-
SHIP AND FOR LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION as is
more fully shown by the
petition on file in this cause.

The officer executing
this process shall promptly
execute the same accord-
ing to law, and make due
return as the law directs.
If this citation is not served
within ninety (90) days after
the day of issuance, it shall
be returned unserved.

ISSUED AND GIVEN UN-
DER MY HAND AND SEAL
OF SAID COURT at office
in Kountze, Texas, this the
20th day of March 2025.
CONNIE BECTON,

COUNTY CLERK
HARDIN COUNTY, TEXAS

By CONNIE BECTON, COUN-
TY CLERK
PUBLIC NOTICE

Request For Public Com-
ment on Proposed Chang-
es to the Housing Choice
Voucher Program 5-Year
Plan, Annual PHA Plan, and
Administrative Plan

The Deep East Texas
Council of Governments
Regional Housing Authority
announces a public com-
ment period for proposed
changes to the Housing
Choice Voucher Program
5-Year Plan, Annual PHA
Plan, and Administrative
Plan. DETCOG will receive
written comments regard-
ing the proposed changes
during a 45-day public
comment period, March
30, 2025 through May 15,
2025.

All written comments are
to be mailed or delivered to
the following address:
Deep East Texas Council of
Governments
Attn: Housing Choice
Voucher Program
1405 Kurth Dr.,

Lufkin, Texas 75904

A copy of the proposed
changes to either plan is
available on our website at
www.dethousing.org and is
also available at DETCOG's
office located at 1405 Kurth
Dr, Lufkin Texas 75904, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 am
and 4:30 pm, Monday-Fri-
day.

The Resident Adviso-
ry Board discussed the
proposed changes to the
5-Year Plan and Annu-
al PHA Plan on Thursday,
March 13, 2025, at 10:00
a.m. at the Deep East Tex-
as Council of Governments,
1405 Kurth Drive, Lufkin, TX
75904, and again on Friday,

March 14, 2025, at 10:00
a.m. at the Nehemiah Fam-
ily Life Center, 640 Pollard
St, Jasper, TX 75951. Addi-
tional Residential Advisory
Board meetings will be held
on Wednesday, April 16,
2025, at 10:00 a.m. at the
Deep East Texas Council of
Governments, 1405 Kurth
Drive, Lufkin, TX 75904, and
on Thursday, April 17, 2025,
at 10:00 a.m. at the Nehe-
miah Family Life Center,
640 Pollard St, Jasper, TX
75951 to discuss proposed
changes to the Administra-
tive Plan.

The DETCOG Hous-
ing Advisory Committee
will discuss the proposed
changes on Thursday, May
22, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at
the Nacogdoches County
Expo & Civic Center, 3805
NW Stallings Dr, Nacogdo-
ches, TX 75964.

The Board of Directors
Committee for the Deep
East Texas Council of Gov-
ernments  will meet on
Thursday, May 22, 2025,
at 12:00 p.m. at the Na-
cogdoches County Expo
& Civic Center, 3805 NW
Stallings Dr, Nacogdoches,
TX 75964, to consider
adopting proposed changes
to the 5-Year Plan, Annual
PHA Plan FYB 10/1/2025
and Administrative Plan for
the Housing Choice Voucher
Program.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the pro-
posed policy changes,
please call (936) 634-2247
extension 5262.

March 24, 2025
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given
that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of
Joyce Darling, Deceased,
were issued on February
21, 2025, in Cause No.
12372, pending in the
County Court of Hardin
County, Texas, to Howard
Lanson Fluitt. All persons
having claims against this
Estate which is currently
being administered are re-
quired to present them to
the undersigned within the
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law. TO: Howard
Lanson Fluitt, Independent
Executor of the Estate of
Joyce Darling, c/o: Jennifer
Jackson Morones Jackson
Morones P.L.L.C., P.O. Box
2383, Silsbee, Texas 77656

DATED the 19th day of
March 2025.

By: /s/ Jennifer Jackson
Morones
Jennifer Jackson Morones
SBOT: 24046480
JACKSON MORONES PLLC
P.0. Box 2383
222 N. 5th Street
Silsbee. Texas 77656
Telephone: (409) 385-9800
Facsimile: (409) 385-9801
Email: jennifer.morones@
jmlawtexas.com
ATTORNEY FOR EXECUTOR,
HOWARD LANSON FLUITT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given
that original Letters of Ad-
ministration for the Estate
of William Graham France,
Deceased, were issued on
March 20, 2025, in Cause
No. 12373, pending in the
County Court of Hardin
County, Texas, to: Theresa
France. All persons having
claims against this Estate
which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to
present them to the under-
signed within the time and
in the manner prescribed by
law. c/o: Brooke G. Marti-
nez Attorney at Law, 1100
S. Pecan Street, Kountze,
Texas 77625

DATED the 20th day of
March, 2025.

Brooke G. Martinez
Brooke G. Martinez
Attorney for

Theresa France

State Bar No. 24042398
1100 S. Pecan St.
Kountze, Texas 77625
Tel. (409) 209-5060
Fax: (409) 751-2071
E-mail: brookegmartinez@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

HUGE SALE. 7:30
am. to 5 p.m.
Thursday and Fri-
day, March 27-
28 and 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday,
March 29. Old
stainless steel
restaurant equip-
ment, old wagon
wheels and much,
much more. 9880
Village Creek
Road, Silsbee.
Covered area. 13c

NOTICE OF ES-
TATE SALE: To
be held Thursday
March 27 from
8am to 3 pm at
8001 Bryant Drive,
Silsbee. Wear your
boots, the ground
may be muddy!

Items available
are glassware, fur-
niture, clothing,
books, dishware.

Contact 409-246-
4005 prompt 2
with any ques-
tions. 13p

LIVESTOCK

CHICKENS FOR
SALE: Wyandotte
and Easter egger
chicks, $36 a doz-
en; Pullets, $15
each; eggs for
incubation $12 a
dozen. 409-454-
3903 Kountze. 13p

SERVICES

HARD WORKING
mother/daughter
team needs work!
Any odd jobs.
Fenceline clean-
ing to flowerbed
cleaning. Contact
Christal 409-224-
5293. 122p

COUNSELING

MARRIAGE &
FAMILY COUN-
SELING: sils-
beecommunity-
counseling.com
99p

RV PARK

RV PARK: Full-hook-
ups, 30 and 50
amp, access to Vil-
lage Creek, fishing,
swimming etc. 409-
751-0276. 48tf

FOR RENT

FOR RENT: Nice
2BR mobile home
with stove and re-
frigerator, no pets,
utilities paid. 409-
751-0276. 30tf

All real estate ad-
vertising in this
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which

makes it illegal
to advertise “any
preference, lim-

itation or discrim-
ination based on

race, color, reli-
gion, handicap,
family status, sex,
age or national

origin, or an inten-
tion to make any
such preference,
limitation or dis-
crimination”. This
newspaper will not
knowingly accept
any advertising for
real estate which
is in violation of
the law. Our read-

ers are hereby
informed that all
dwellings adver-

tising in this news-
paper is available
on an equal op-
basis.

portunity
40tf

inogen

INOGEN®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983
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o 2025 BEST OF THE BEE h

Reader’s Choice Awards

OFFICIAL BALLOT

* One entry per person, 18 years or older « BALLOT DUE BY FRIDAY, March 21, 2025

¢ Drop Off or Mail Ballot to The Bee, 404 Hwy 96 S, Silsbee, TX
77656 or scan/email to: advertising@silsbeebee.com

e You MUST VOTE FOR 10 or more categories for your ballot to be

counted

Please print clearly or entry will be discarded.

NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

VOTE FOR ALL YOUR FAVORITES!

AC/Heating

ATV Dealership

Antique Store

Appliance Store

Auto Body Shop

Auto Dealership

Auto Parts Store

Auto Repair

Bank

Barber Shop

Boutique

Convenience Store

Credit Union

Day Care

Event Venue

Eye Care Center

Farm Supply Store

Fitness Center

Florist

Furniture Store

Glass Company

Golf Course

Grocery Store

Gun Shop

Hair Salon

Hearing Aid Center

Home Health

Home Improvement

Insurance Agency

Attorney

Car Sales Person

Chiropractor/Office

Dentist

Electrician/Company

‘Best ‘Businesses

Internet Services

Jewelry Store

Landscaping Company

Lawn Equipment Store

Lawn Service

Lumber Store

Mobile Home Dealer

Motorcycle Dealer

Nail Salon

Nursing Home

Oil Change

Pawn Shop

Pest Control

Pet Groomer

Plant Nursery

Plumbing Service

Portable Buildings

Real estate Company

Resale Shop

Retirement Community

Roofing Company

RV Park

Septic Services

Spa

Tire Service

Tractor Dealership

Tree Service

Urgent Care/Express ER

Water Well Service

‘Best ?eoyﬁz

Family Doctor/Clinic

Hair Stylist/Salon

Home Builder/Company

Massage Therapist

Mechanic/Company

Best Food
& Drink

Baked Potato

Bakery

Barbecue

Buffet

Burrito

Cajun Food

Chicken Fried Steak

Coffee

Dessert

Dinner

Doughnuts

Fajitas

Fried Chicken

Hamburgers

Home Cooking

Iced Tea

Italian

Mexican Food

Pizza

Salad

Salsa

Sandwiches

Seafood

Snow Cones

Steaks

Tacos

Painter/Company

Photographer/Studio

Retail Clerk/Business

Veterinarian/Clinic

Waiter/Waitress/Restaurant
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SPECIAL PRICES!

ERSILUERADON

Ch
-

 aklelCountry;

INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE REBATES AMD DISCOUNTS PLUS TTEL. SPECIAL FIMANCING IS AVAILABLE IN CERTAIN REBATES WITH APPROVED CREDIT. ASH ABOUT FORD CREDIT'S 90 DAY DEFERRED
PAVMENT FINAMCIMG. DISCOUNTS ARE BASED OFF ORIGINAL MSAF LESS DISCOUNTS AND REBATES. STOCK SFOD338 MSAP §$50,330 LESS 56,000 DISCOUNTS AND $4,250 CUSTOMER CASH SALE PRICE
5$40,080. STOCK #244359 MSAP 567,505 PLUS 528,990 ALE 292 OFF AOAD PACKAGE AND LESS 512,750 AMD CUSTOMER CASH 55,250 + 1.9%: FOR 60 MONTHS AT GM FINANCIAL WITH AFPAOVED CREDIT. STOCK
HZYYEL MSAP §62,220 LESS 55,250 AND LAKE COUNMTAY DISCOUNT 53,750 FINAL PRICE §53,220 + 1.9 FOR ED HONTHS AT GM FINAMCIAL WITH APPROVED CREDIT.

HOT AVAILABLE WITH SPECIAL FIMAMCIMNG, LEASE AND SOME OTHER OFFERS. MUST TAKE HEW RETAIL DELIVERY BY 03/31/2D25
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Dig into our Spring Home & Garden Guide for inspiring ideas
and helpful advice, all designed to enjoy your home
and yard for springfime!

A Special Section from
£Silsbee-Bee
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WWW.CRAVENSINSURANCE.COM

From Fron’r Door ’ro Foundahon:
Le’r Us Ensure You Hove The Coveroge You Need

= A ’%? ‘ i3 _\‘...', = = = -.'- ',, :I- =
We c?nilcreaie'siragehes iallored
@ - to meet your. goals forievery single stage of life.

i oy - i '“am
- . Ml Auto ¢y Homeowners ¢ Commerc:al . RV Boat
C R A V E N : S T %Moforcyclef- Ranch" T b
b
INSURANCE GROUP S E m;,_,.. 5
“All your protection under one roof, since 1912.” 4184 Treadway Road e BGCIUIT\OHT, TX 3 409‘385'2854 @I i

- LTI
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When to water your
garden and lawn

We are just barely seeing signs of spring
but before we know it, summertime will
be here once again. That means our wa-
ter use is going to increase significantly.
It is estimated that during the summer we
use between two and four times as much
water as we do the rest of the year. Over-
all, depending on where you live and how
much watering you do, 30 to 70 percent of
all the water we use at home is used out-
doors.

The best way to be sure you aren’t wast-
ing water is to follow some simple guide-
lines that will help conserve our most
precious resource. If you don’t, you may
be wasting up to 50 percent of the water
you are using due to inefficient watering
methods.

Since nearly all water used within the
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conserva-
tion District is groundwater (well water),
by conserving water today, we are bank-
ing it for future use when we experience
drought periods. Keep these tips in mind
when you are using water outdoors:

* Don’t water your lawn or garden at

the wrong time of the day. During the hot-
test part of the day, you can lose a signifi-
cant amount of the water you are applying
to evaporation.

* Water the lawn only when it needs it.
Most lawns only need one inch of water
each week.

Pay attention to the weather and keep a
rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor
how much water you are getting.

* One way to tell if your lawn needs
water is to step on the grass and see if it
springs back. If it does, you needn’t worry
about watering. Also, let the grass grow a
little. By letting it grow longer it will shade
the ground and roots and slow the evapo-
ration rate.

* In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch
around your vegetable plants. A good lay-
er of ground cover will allow the water to
seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss
due to evaporation.

* Pools are very susceptible to evapora-
tion. It'’s not uncommon to have to add
2,000 gallons a month to a pool due to

SEE WATER, PG 10C

PHOTO BY NECEL CHERRY

White azalea buds - These white azalea buds are on the verge of bursting
into full bloom, signaling the arrival of spring.

The BEE | Home & Garden 2025 | PAGE 3C

I'n

YOU'RE ‘INVITED TO

Special appearances by: Patrick & Will,
The Alpacas & Huck Too!

HOT DEALS!.
"BIG sm.esv

-We have in stock:_
\ NitroPhos, Microlife,"
| and Texas Naturals

MU EE SN EEUASILY L

Poultry Feed
L \

202 N Main St ¢ Lumberton
409-227- 4358
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Man grows fruit trees while growing himself

Dan Eakin photos
Before beginning to study fo be-
come a Master Gardener this year,
Pill Briggs had become a Master
Naturalist last year.

BY DAN EAKIN
editor@silsheebee.com

Pill Briggs likes growing fruit trees
and vegetables.

Funny thing is, now at age 78, he is
still growing himself. In knowledge.

On his 20 acre piece of land about
a mile past Kountze High School, he
is growing peach trees, apple trees,
pear trees, fig trees, orange trees,
Mayhaw trees and even apple trees. It
will soon be time to plant his garden.
Squash, tomatoes, okra, peas, etc.

Meanwhile, Briggs absorbs himself
growing in knowledge. Last year, he
became a Texas Master Naturalist.
This year he has already completed
60 hours of studying to become a
Master Gardener after completing
more than that to be come a Texas
Master Naturalist.

It’s early in the season, but his fruit
trees are beginning to bloom and it
looks like he will be very fruitful

again this year as in the past.

As visitors enter his property, they
first see apple trees, and then as they
progress for about a quarter mile
down to his house see the other fruit
trees.

Out behind his home, he is set up
to begin growing grapes and musca-
dines from which he will make wine.

“People told me I couldn’t grow ap-
ple trees down here,” he said, “but I
have proved them wrong.”

He said the apples are small, but
very delicious.

His Satsuma oranges are just a little
larger than BBs now, but they soon
will grow to full size oranges.

Briggs has been gardening for sev-
eral years, but just this year accept-
ed the challenge to become a master
gardener. He lived in Nome and had
a garden there before moving to his
present location on

FM 1293 about half way between
Kountze and Honey Island.

In addition to having land for fruit
trees and a garden, Briggs also has
a large pond that covers close to an
acre on his property.

He has it stocked with channel cat-
fish, bass, crappie and other fish.

He feeds the fish which later be-
come food for himself and many oth-
ers.

Briggs enjoys life to the fullest and
has had his share of success, financial
and otherwise, over the years.

He also has a great sense of humor.
He said Pill is only his nickname, but
he has been called Pill since he was a
baby and very few people know what
his real first name is.

His daughter, Raquel West, is dis-
trict judge for the 252nd District
Court in Jefferson County. His son,
John, lives in China, Texas and owns
an oil field rental business.

Briggs said, “I just enjoy life, learn-
ing what I can and doing what I can
to help others.”

UNDER

IANAGEMENT

Come out and

Check out new
store items!

3

celebrate with us! 3;\

8AM-3PM

&"(

$APRIL 12

%xﬁtl SUPPLY gveaways

807 Pine Street ¢ Kountze, TX 77625 ¢ 409-246-2577

Johnny & Kathleen Flowers!

Meet the new owners

GOOD FoOoD!
GRCAT
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Pill Briggs stands beside one of his peach trees which are beginning to Pill Briggs pets his dog Oscar by an apple tree which is beginning to blos-
blossom. som at the entrance to his property.
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Boys & Girls Club enjoys plantlng, growmg garden

BY ILENE BROOKS
Unit Director-Hardin

The Boys & Girls Club garden project has
been very exciting for our members. A gar-
den benefits a child’s development from be-
ing outdoors in the fresh air soaking Vitamin
D, improving their fitness and helping them
learn a task that helps them reduce stress as
they mature. This allows them to develop so-
cial skills, patience, responsibility and lots of
care for the plants to get great results all this
from planting a small seed watching it grow
develop with each stage needing to be care-
fully managed in the end improving self con-
fidence making them proud their achieve-
ment bringing a little seed to flourish into a
living thing.

Last year we had success with growing baby
pumpkins, watermelons, okra, green onions,
cucumbers, sweet carrots and radishes.

Gardening is also educational providing
a great environment to learn about seasons,
weather affects on plants & our environment.
They will learn to identify different insects
trying to make a home in a garden teaching
them to respect nature& help take care of it.

WasTewaTe.r '

Services, Inc.
www.alwastewater.com

They realize the importance of learning let-
ters & writing as they write labels for newly
planted seeds. Improves fitness by weeding,
raking & watering plants using different mus-
cle groups while having fun makes for a great
way to get their bodies moving as they take
care of gardening chores.

Our garden has some blue bonnet flowers
that grow yearly this is to help them see the
beauty of flowers & we have benches where
they are able to go out with a adult supervi-
sion to read a book or just sit & talk we hope
that they will keep this with them as they ma-
ture into adulthood helping stress reduction
from this busy world we live in. Our ultimate
goal is they acquire a lifelong love for nature
and appreciate & respect all the benefits gar-
dening offers & know about climate changes
& a lifelong love and respect for nature.

Some Master Gardener students have vol-
unteered to come in to clean out the beds in
order for the children to plant vegetables for
the summer. The plan is to plant vegetables
the children like to eat so you can cook and
discuss how it grows and how it tastes. The
Hardin County Health Services Department
generously donated vegetable seeds for plant-

INDUSTRIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « MARINE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1982

Mike Morrison/Robert Hopkins

State Approved ¢ Odor Free ¢ Installation

Maintenance Of All Major Aerated Systems
Repair Of All Septic Systems
Septic Tank Cleaning e Aerated System Cleaning
Residential & Gommercial Grease Trap Cleaning
Real Estate Inspections ¢ Free Estimates

“Extra Long Hose To Protect Your Lawn”

40923 852006i1

890 Hayes Rd e Silshee, Texas 77656

NO MILEAGE CHARGE!

Jasper to Winnie
Liberty To Louisiana Stateline

™ E
O E

Courtesy photos

Both boys and girls enjoy planting
in the garden at the Boys & Girls
Club in Silsbee. They enjoy watch-
ing the plants grow info something
beautiful and edible.

ing, Michelle Miller, the dietitian, has educat-
ed us on each vegetable and Jeanene Cooper,
assistant, has continuously tended the garden
and fertilized as it grew.

The plan for this year is to plant cherry

This little girl is getting ready to
plant something and watch it grow.
The boys and girls at the club en-
joy gardening, while learning much
about life.

tomatoes, Bush green beans, Cucumbers,
Strawberries, watermelons, okra & corn. We
had great success last year growing carrots,
green onions, cucumbers, watermelon, baby
pumpkins and okra galore!

Kids at the Boys & Girls Club in Silsbee find the garden is a great place to
get together and have fun while learning about gardening.


https://www.a1wastewater.com/

| am a part of this and itis a part of me

BY JIM COONROD

A garden takes on the reflection and expres-
sions of one’s mind and serves as a tool to help
us visualize and understand

One of the dangers of the productivity of a
garden is weeds which grow faster than anything
else. They will eventually damage your healthy
plants. This is why the regular de-weeding pro-
cess, removing the weeds in

our mental and emotional
state. 'The connection be-
tween tending a garden and
personal well-being suggests
there is an interconnected
system where each influences
the other. This spiritual feel- |
ing arises within me to em-
brace that I am part of this
and it is part of me.
Successful gardening re-
quires more than just good

your garden, is so important.

Pulling weeds prompts a
reflection on the various dis-
tractions that may take root
in onés life. It raises questions
about what might be hinder-
ing personal growth and how
i | to distinguish between nega-
tive influences and positive
| outcomes. Additionally, it
| leads one to consider wheth-
| er these impediments are be-

seeds. We must prepare the
soil with organic materials
and fertilizer, and plant at the
right season. Proper depth and spacing of plants
are also crucial. Cultivating, nurturing, positive
thoughts and values can be compared to watch-
ing your garden thrive in challenging times; it
leads to better relationships with both our cre-
ator and others, therefore improving overall
well-being.

Seasons with much-needed rain are essential
for our garden to flourish. Water is the life-source
ofa garden. Rain typically becomes rarer as sum-
mer approaches and drought predictions affect
the outcomes of our garden. However, we rejoice
as we pamper and give exceptional care to our
plants, as a reassurance of the life of our garden.

Being aware, understanding and accepting
these seasons applying them to our lives is criti-
cal to our spiritual and emotional well-being as
we adapt to everyday living. As water is the life
source of a garden, God teaches us, Philippians
4:6, that prayer is the life-source with maintain-
ing a relationship with him. It allows us to ex-
press devotion, seek guidance, and find comfort
in times of trouble, easing emotional distress.

JIM COONROD

Goodwm s Tree Service

\ “Prompt Quality Local Tree

| Free Estimates

@ Insured & Bonded
¥10% Senior Discounts  Stump Grlndlng

" 409-350-9918

ing inadvertently fostered.

Pruning can significantly
improve the health of your
plants. By removing dead parts and ensuring
each plant has space to thrive, healthier and
more abundant growth is promoted. Similarly,
in our minds, old beliefs, habits, and grudges
that affect our relationships with others may no
longer be useful. This can hinder our spiritual
and emotional growth. The concept of pruning,
as referenced in John 15:1-3, can guide indi-
viduals towards achieving greater purpose and
advancing their spiritual development.

Gardening itself can become a spiritual prac-
tice. You can view each planting season as an
opportunity for reflection and prayer. As you
nurture your garden, contemplate the biblical
teachings of growth, renewal, and divine pres-
ence. This practice deepens your understanding
of spirituality and fosters a sense of connection
with God, our creator.

I encourage you to try your hand in garden-
ing and let God lead your path. Vegetable gar-
dens are the purest of human pleasures and a
fantastic way to understand yourself and God’s
purpose.

Service Done By
Professionals”

Tree Removal
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AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING  ELECTRICAL
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AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
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* Remodeling
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j
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Create a cozy outdoor space with a backyard fire pit

FAMILY FEATURES

A fire pit can serve as a warm and invit-
ing backyard retreat, perfect for roasting
marshmallows for s'mores or stargazing
while wrapped in cozy blankets. Before you
can share time around the fire pit with loved
ones, however, consider these tips to elevate
your outdoor space.

Choosing the Right Design

When it comes to building a DIY fire pit,
the design you choose can significantly im-
pact the aesthetics and functionality. From
classic stone pits to modern metal designs,
the options are nearly endless. Think about
the size and shape as well. Circular designs
are traditional and encourage conversation
while square or rectangular pits offer a more
contemporary look.

Gathering Materials and Tools

Essential materials include bricks, stones
or metal parts for the structure, as well as
gravel or sand for the base. Fireproof mate-
rials are a must to ensure safety and longev-
ity. You’ll also need tools such as a shovel
for digging the base, a level to ensure even
construction and adhesive or mortar for
binding materials together. Depending on
your design, you may require a metal fire
ring, grill grate or mesh cover.

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock

Keeping Safety in Mind

Safety should be your top priority when building and using a backyard fire pit. Always place your fire pit at least 10 feet away from any structures, trees or flammable materials. Make
sure the area is clear of dry leaves and other debris that could catch fire. Consider installing a spark screen to prevent embers from escaping and always keep a bucket of water or fire
extinguisher nearby.

Enhancing Ambiance with Seating and Lighting

Creating a cozy atmosphere around your fire pit involves more than just the fire itself. Comfortable seating is essential for making your outdoor space inviting. Choose weather-
resistant chairs, benches or DIY log stools arranged in a circle to foster conversation. Ambient lighting from string lights, lanterns or solar-powered path lights can elevate the mood
and extend the usability of your firepit into the evening. Consider adding citronella candles or torches to keep insects at bay while enhancing the ambiance.

Me

RIDGE CITY BANK

586 N. LHS Drive Ph:409-751-7070
Lumberton, Tx 77657 | Fax:409-751-7077

VTS TN RS

abeane@bc-sb.com Toll Free:
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Native azaleas or wild honeysuckle? Clearing up the confusion

BY NECEL CHERRY

Some native azaleas bear a striking re-
semblance to Japanese honeysuckle, lead-
ing to their common misidentification as
“wild honeysuckle” While their delicate
blossoms and long, protruding stamens
may invite comparison, these plants are
distinctly different.

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japon-
ica) is an invasive vine notorious for its
aggressive spread. It propagates through
both seed and traveling roots, creating
dense tangles that choke native woodlands
and suffocate native plant life.

Gardeners looking to cultivate beauty
without harming native ecosystems would
do well to choose native azaleas over their
invasive look-alikes. Unlike the relentless
honeysuckle, these azalea brings a touch of
wild elegance without the ecological con-
sequences.

Zone 9 is home to several wild azaleas
that thrive in its heat and humidity. Here
are some notable types:

Cypress Creek.

This native azalea has been growing in the yard of Ernest Cherry, Sr., of
Honey Island for over 50 years. Cherry lives on a wooded property near

austrinum): Known for its fragrant, trum-
pet-shaped yellow flowers with red or
peach tones. It grows 6-8 feet tall and at-
tracts butterflies and hummingbirds.
Pinxter or Piedmont Azalea (Rhodo-
dendron canescens): A fragrant shrub with
pink flowers, often found in wetlands or
shady spots. It can grow up to 15 feet tall.
Chapman’s Azalea (Rhododendron
chapmanii): An evergreen shrub with rosy
pink flowers, reaching heights of 4-10 feet.
Swamp Azalea (Rhododendron vis-
cosum): This species has fragrant white
blooms and thrives in moist or wet soils.
Oconee Azalea (Rhododendron flam-
meum): One of the most heat-tolerant
azaleas, with vibrant orange or red flowers.
While we were not able to find native
azaleas for sale in Hardin County, they
are available with shipping from Wilson
Bros. Nursery in McDonough, Georgia. To
contact them, call 770-573-1778. To order,
visit https://www.wilsonbrosgardens.com.
To ensure your plants arrive healthy, be
sure to order before the weather gets too
hot.

A vibrant Pinxter or Piedmont azalea (Rhododendron canescens). If
you're considering adding it to your garden, it prefers acidic, well-drained
soil and partial shade. It's a fantastic choice for attracting pollinators like
butterflies and hummingbirds.

s it
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LIQUIDATION SALE ON OLDER INVENTORY!

GREATLY REDUCED PRICES!

575 N. LHS Dr. e Lumberton ¢ 409-751-4200 « Hwy 69 & W. Walton Rd. ¢ Open Mon-Fri 9-5 ¢ Saturday 9-1

The Pinxter or Piedmont Azalea (Rhododendron canescens) is a stunning
native azalea that thrives in Zone 9. It's a deciduous shrub, meaning it
loses its leaves in winter, and it produces fragrant, trumpet-shaped flowers
in shades of pink, white, or rose.
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WATER

FROM PAGE 3C

summertime evaporation. The use of a
pool cover can reduce evaporation by as
much as 90 percent. And, believe it or
not, even during the winter season you
can lose hundreds of gallons per month
to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

* Pool features such as fountains have
become popular. These fountains look
great, but they can significantly increase
the amount of water you lose to evapora-
tion. Save water by

limiting the runtime of these fountains
or eliminate it all together.

* Be conscientious when washing your
vehicles at home. If you leave a hose run-
ning, you could use as much as 100 gal-
lons or more washing your vehicle. Have a
sprayer head on the hose to save water or
consider a commercial car wash. A com-
mercial car wash typically uses 35 tp 70
gallons of water with newer high-tech fa-
cilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and re-
duce your summertime water consump-
tion, and your water bill if you are on a
public system, is to install a rainwater

STIHL

collection system and/or a drip irriga-
tion system. These two systems alone or
in tandem can reduce your water usage by
thousands of gallons. Both of these two
options can be kept simple or made as
high tech and complex as you would like.

The Premium Brand at

an Affordable Price

FS 56 RC-E

TRIMMER

$199.99
* kX %k

“It is easy to start, easy to
handle. Works great.”
Features/Benefits:

-Simplified Starting Procedure
*AutoCut® 26-2

Offer valid through 6/16/24 at Mitchell Saw & Supply.
Present ad at time of purchase.

{
§
."l‘I

x BGA 57 BLOWER

- $199.99

“Lightweight, easy-to-use, ideal
for noise-sensitive areas.”

Features/Benefits:
-Stihl Electric Motor
*Retaining Latch « Quiet Operation

Offer valid through 6/16/24 at Mitchell Saw & Supply.
Present ad at time of purchase.

Got Protective? Need Accessories?
STIHL - 8,000 Dealers Nationwide

Available at participating dealers.

“Your Full Service Dealer for 53 Years”

Mitchell Saw & Supply

U.S.Hwy 96 e« Evadale, Texas * 409-276-1707 ¢ 1-800-773-772

stihlusa.com

Are you ready for a ST/IHL ?

There are a variety of ways to collect
rainwater from the roof of your home,
workshop, or barn to use later when you
need it for watering your ornamentals or
your vegetables. The simplest way to get
started with a rainwater collection system

violmes Supply Co,

- £°Feed

is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that
has a spigot located near or on the bot-
tom of the barrel (if on the bottom bar-
rel must be raised) under a gutter down-
spout. You will collect approximately 0.6
gallons of water per square foot of roof
surface.

Keep just one barrel near your flower
bed and when they need watering, you
will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will
be able to apply a very specific amount of
water to each plant individually when you
water. You can purchase a basic all-inclu-
sive set-up at your local home improve-
ment store for $50 to $75.

The starter Kkits typically come with a
variety of components and between 50 to
100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water con-
servation ideas, visit the Southeast Texas
Groundwater Conservation  District’s
Website at https://setgcd.org/ ,or the
Texas Water Development Board’ssite at:
|https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conserva-|
tion/

246-4629

8625 Hwy 69 - Kountze
Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5

Located on HWY 69
Between Kountze & Lumberton

Complete Water Well Drilling & Service
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March 6, 2025

Tyler County Booster

Attn: Jim Powers, Editor

205 W. Bluff

Woodville, TX 75979

VIA E-Mail — news@TylerCountyBooster.com

Re: Water Conservation Article “Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste
Reduction Tips”

Dear Mr. Powers:

I would appreciate it if you would consider publishing the attached conservation article in one
format or another in your paper (i.e. a news story or op-ed piece). I understand that you are not
obligated to print the article; I only ask that you consider it. Please feel free to make minor
modifications to the article to meet any formatting guidelines necessary for publication or to
correct grammatical errors.

I have attached the article in PDF format as well as a Microsoft Word file, for your convenience.
If you do publish the article, I ask that you please notify me so that I may obtain a copy of the
published article for our file.

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
. -75_/ VL /‘2/8 ﬁ I?Cu\i_'/_
ohn Martin

General Manager

P.O. Box 1407 Jasper, Texas 75951 (409) 383-1577 Fax: (409) 383-0799 www. setgcd.org



John Martin

From: John Martin

Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 9:11 AM

To: News@tylercountybooster.com

Subject: Conservation - Waste Reduction Article

Attachments: Tyler County Booster.pdf; Summertime Water Conservation-Waste Prevention Articled.pdf

Hello Mr. Powers,

| hope all is well. Please find attached my cover letter and conservation/waste reduction article. If you do publish the
article, would you please notify me so that | can get a copy of that edition for our file.

Thanks!

John Martin

Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District

(409) 383-1577
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March 6, 2025

Jay Sharp, Editor

East Texas Banner

Newton County Daily

Tyler County Daily

VIA E-Mail — BD@easttexasbanner.com

Re: Water Conservation Article “Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste
Reduction Tips”

Dear Mr. Sharp:

I would appreciate it if you would consider publishing the attached conservation article on your
news websites. Please note that you are not obligated to post the article; I only ask that you
consider it. Please feel free to make minor modifications to the article to meet any formatting
guidelines necessary for publication or to correct grammatical errors.

I have attached the article in PDF format as well as a Microsoft Word file, for your convenience.
If you do publish the article, I ask that you please notify me so that I may obtain a copy of the
published article for our file.

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,
. -75_/ VL /‘Z/E ﬁ I?Cu\i_'/_
ohn Martin

General Manager

P.O. Box 1407 Jasper, Texas 75951 (409) 383-1577 Fax: (409) 383-0799 www. setgcd.org



John Martin

From: John Martin

Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 8:46 AM

To: BD@easttexasbanner.com

Subject: Summertime Conservation Article

Attachments: E Banner-Newton Daily-Tyler Daily.pdf; Summertime Water Conservation-Waste Prevention
Articled.pdf

Hi Guys,

| hope all is well. Please find attached my cover letter and conservation/waste reduction article. If you do publish the
article, would you please notify me so that | can get a screenshot of it on your website for our records.
Thanks!

John Martin

Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District

(409) 383-1577
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Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips https://www.easttexasbanner.com/post/summertime-groundwater—con...

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once again. That
means our water use is going to increase significantly. It is estimated that during the summer we use between
two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall, depending on where you live and how
much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we use at home is used outdoors. The best way to be
sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious
resource. If you don’t, you may be wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient
watering methods. Since nearly all water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is
groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for future use when we experience
drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

® . Don't water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the day, you
can lose a significant amount of the water you are applying to evaporation.

® . Wwater the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week. Pay attention
to the weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much water you are getting.

® . One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it does, you
needn’t worry about watering. Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the
ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

® - In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground cover will
allow the water to seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

® . Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It’s not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a month to a
pool due to summertime evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90
percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season you can lose hundreds of gallons per month
to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

® - Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they can
significantly increase the amount of water you lose to evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of
these fountains or eliminate it all together.

® . Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could use as
much as 100 gallons or more washing your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or
consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 - 70 gallons of water with
newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water bill if you are

of 5 3/10/2025. 7:24 AM



summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips hrtps://www.easttexasbanner.com/post/summertime-groundwater-con...

on a public system, is to install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems
alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by thousands of gallons. Both of these two options can be kept
simple or made as high tech and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to use later when
you need it for watering your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to

2/2

get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot located near
or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter downspout. You will collect
approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and
when they need watering, you will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each plant individually
when you water. You can purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for $50—
$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of components and between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you
started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District’s
Website at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board’s site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/
conservation/

of 5 3/10/2025 724 AM
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Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips https://www.newtoncountydaily.com/post/summenime-groundwater...

John Martin
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once again. That means our water use is g
significantly. It is estimated that during the summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the ye:
depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we use at home is used outdoors. The
sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you don't, yc
up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since nearly all water used within the Southeast Te
Conservation District is groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for future use when we experience dr
Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

- Don’t water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the day, you can lose a significant amoun
are applying to evaporation.

- Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week. Pay attention to the weather and keep a
yard to help you monitor how much water you are getting.

- One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it does, you needn’t worry about water
grass grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

- In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground cover will allow the water to seep deep
reduce loss due to evaporation.

- Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It's not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a month to a pool due to summertime e
use of a pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season you can I
gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

- Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they can significantly increase the amount of
evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate it all together.

- Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could use as much as 100 gallons or more v
vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 -
water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water bill if you are on a public system, is
rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by t
gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to use later when you need it for wate
ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to
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get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot located near or on the bottom o
the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of
just one barrel near your flower bed and when they need watering, you will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each plant individually when you water. You
basic all-inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of compo
between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District’s Website at: https://:
Texas Water Development Board’s site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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@ Sandi Saulsbury 3 days ago

Summertime Groundwater Conservation and
Waste Reduction Tips

John Martin
Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once again. That means our
water use is going to increase significantly. It is estimated that during the summer we use between two and four times as
much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall, depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70
percent of all the water we use at home is used outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow
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some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you don’t, you may be wasting up to 50
percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since nearly all water used within the Southeast
Texas Groundwater Conservation District is groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for
future use when we experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

® . Don’t water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the day, you can lose a
significant amount of the water you are applying to evaporation.

® . Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week. Pay attention to the
weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much water you are getting.

® . One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it does, you needn’t
worry about watering. Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the ground and roots
and slow the evaporation rate.

® . In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground cover will allow the
water to seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

® . Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It’s not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a month to a pool due
to summertime evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And,
believe it or not, even during the winter season you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the
pool is not covered.

® . Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they can significantly
increase the amount of water you lose to evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of these fountains or
eliminate it all together.

® . Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could use as much as 100
gallons or more washing your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or consider a commercial car
wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 - 70 gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as
15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water bill if you are on a public
system, is to install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems alone or in tandem
can reduce your water usage by thousands of gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech
and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to use later when you need
it for watering your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to

2/2

get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot located near or on the
bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6
gallons of water per square foot of roof surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they need watering,
you will be ready to go.
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With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each plant individually when you

water. You can purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for $50—5$75. The starter kits
typically come with a variety of components and between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District's Website
at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board’s site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once
again. That means our water use is going to increase significantly. It is estimated that during the
summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall,
depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we
use at home is used outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow some
simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you don’t, you may be
wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since
nearly all water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is
groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for future use when we
experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

e Don’t water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the
day, you can lose a significant amount of the water you are applying to evaporation.

e Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week.
Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much
water you are getting.

e One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. Ifit
does, you needn’t worry about watering. Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow
longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

e In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground
cover will allow the water to seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

e Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It’s not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a
month to a pool due to summertime evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce
evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season
you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

e Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they
can significantly increase the amount of water you lose to evaporation. Save water by
limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate it all together.

¢ Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could
use as much as 100 gallons or more washing your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to
save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 — 70
gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water
bill if you are on a public system, is to install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation
system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by thousands of
gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you
would like.



There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to
use later when you need it for watering your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to
get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned barrel that has a spigot
located near or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter
downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof surface.
Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they need watering, you will be ready to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each
plant individually when you water. You can purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local
home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of
components and between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District’s Website at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board’s
site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/




Summertime Water Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once
again. That means our water use is going to increase significantly. It is estimated that during the
summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the year. Overall,
depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we
use at home is used outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren’t wasting water is to follow some
simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious resource. If you don’t, you may be
wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since
nearly all water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is
groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are banking it for future use when we
experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

e Don’t water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the
day you can lose a significant amount of the water you are applying to evaporation.

e Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week.
Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much
water you are getting.

e One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it
does you needn’t worry about watering. Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow
longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

e Inthe garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground
cover will allow the water to seep deeper into the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

e Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It’s not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a
month to a pool due to summertime evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce
evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season
you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

e Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they
can significantly increase the amount of water you lose to evaporation. Save water, ditch the
fountain.

e Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could
use as much as 100 gallons or more washing your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to
save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 — 70
gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water
bill if you are on a public system, is to install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation
system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by thousands of
gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you
would like.



There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to
use at a later date when you need it to water your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest
way to get started with a rainwater collection system is to simply put a cleaned barrel that has a
spigot located near or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a
gutter downspout. You will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof
surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they need watering, you will be ready
to go.

With a drip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each
plant individually when you water. You can purchase a basic all inclusive set-up at your local
home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of
components and between 50—100 feet of tubing to get you started

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District’s Website at: https://setgcd.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board’s
site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/




Conservation - Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District https://setgcd.org/conservation/

Summertime Groundwater Conservation and Waste Reduction Tips

We are just barely seeing signs of spring but before we know it, summertime will be here once again. That means our water use is going to
increase significantly. It is estimated that during the summer we use between two and four times as much water as we do the rest of the
year. Overall, depending on where you live and how much watering you do, 30—70 percent of all the water we use at home is used
outdoors. The best way to be sure you aren't wasting water is to follow some simple guidelines that will help conserve our most precious
resource. If you don't, you may be wasting up to 50 percent of the water you are using due to inefficient watering methods. Since nearly all
water used within the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District is groundwater (well water), by conserving water today, we are
banking it for future use when we experience drought periods. Keep these tips in mind when you are using water outdoors:

¢ Don't water your lawn or garden at the wrong time of the day. During the hottest part of the day, you can lose a significant amount of the
water you are applying to evaporation.

* Water the lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns only need one inch of water each week. Pay attention to the weather and keep a rain
gauge in the yard to help you monitor how much water you are getting.

e One way to tell if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass and see if it springs back. If it does, you needn’t worry about watering.
Also, let the grass grow a little. By letting it grow longer it will shade the ground and roots and slow the evaporation rate.

¢ In the garden, be sure to utilize mulch around your vegetable plants. A good layer of ground cover will allow the water to seep deeperinto
the soil and reduce loss due to evaporation.

* Pools are very susceptible to evaporation. It's not uncommon to have to add 2,000 gallons a month to a pool due to summertime
evaporation. The use of a pool cover can reduce evaporation by as much as 90 percent. And, believe it or not, even during the winter season
you can lose hundreds of gallons per month to evaporation if the pool is not covered.

* Pool features such as fountains have become popular. These fountains look great, but they can significantly increase the amount of water
you lose to evaporation. Save water by limiting the runtime of these fountains or eliminate it all together.

* Be conscientious when washing your vehicles at home. If you leave a hose running, you could use as much as 100 gallons or more washing
your vehicle. Have a sprayer head on the hose to save water or consider a commercial car wash. A commercial car wash typically uses 35 -
70 gallons of water with newer high-tech facilities using as little as 15 gallons.

Another way to conserve water and reduce your summertime water consumption, and your water bill if you are on a public system, isto
install a rainwater collection system and/or a drip irrigation system. These two systems alone or in tandem can reduce your water usage by
thousands of gallons. Both of these two options can be kept simple or made as high tech and complex as you would like.

There are a variety of ways to collect rainwater from the roof of your home, workshop, or barn to use later when you need it for watering
your ornamentals or your vegetables. The simplest way to get started with a rainwater collection system is to put a thoroughly cleaned
barrel that has a spigot located near or on the bottom of the barrel (if on the bottom barrel must be raised) under a gutter downspout. You
will collect approximately 0.6 gallons of water per square foot of roof surface. Keep just one barrel near your flower bed and when they
need watering, you will be ready to go.

With adrip irrigation system you will be able to apply a very specific amount of water to each plant individually when you water. You can
purchase a basic all-inclusive set-up at your local home improvement store for $50—$75. The starter kits typically come with a variety of

components and between 50— 100 feet of tubing to get you started.

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District's Website at: https://
setged.org/ ,or the Texas Water Development Board's site at: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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2nd Thursday of each month beginning at
10:00 AM unless otherwise noticed.

No Board meetings scheduled for August or
December unless otherwise noticed.

Meetings are held at the

Jasper County Courthouse Annex Building
271 E. Lamar, Suite 202, 2nd Floor -
Emergence Operations Center Offices
Jasper, TX 75951

Meeting and Hearing Notes
Groundwater Management Area 14 Region |
Water Planning Group
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Source Water Protection
Understanding Texas Aquifers
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GOAL 4.8

ADDRESSING IN A QUANTITATIVE MANNER
THE DESIRED FUTURE CONDITIONS

Objective

1. The District will monitor groundwater conditions within the District by measuring
the static water level in at least fifteen (15) monitor wells annually.

Performance Standard

1. The recorded static water levels of the fifteen (15) monitor wells will be included in
the District’s Annual Report.

OBJECTIVE 1

Objective 1 has been met by the monitoring of approximately fifty (50) wells on two
separate occasions in 2025 (Spring and Fall — reports attached). The static water level
data collected is shared with the Texas Water Development Board, providing the agency
with current data for groundwater modeling and planning purposes. The Texas Water
Development Board in conjunction with the District maintains a transducer in monitor well
6148209 (located in Jasper County), well 6203704 (located in Newton County, well
6113802 (located in Tyler County) and well 6154805 (located in Hardin County). These
transducers allow for static water levels to be obtained from these wells via the internet
with data that is updated daily and can be found at:
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/gwrd/waterlevels/waterlevels.html.

Additionally, the District continues joint planning within Groundwater Management Area
14 (“GMA 147) to set, as statutorily required, the Desired Future Conditions of the GMA
(our current DFCs are based on a sixty-year groundwater planning period). The
Groundwater Availability Models, Modeled Available Groundwater, and associated data
that is compiled in this process will be used by the District in its efforts to address the
future conditions of the Gulf Coast Aquifer in the Southeast Texas Groundwater
Conservation District.

The District, in conjunction with the other four GMA 14 Member Districts, has been
reviewing static water level data on a regional basis and the static water level information
gathered by the Districts was most recently analyzed in a report by Dr. William Hutchison,
titted "Comparison of Measured Drawdowns with Simulated Drawdowns from the Desired
Future Conditions Adopted in 2021 in Groundwater Management Area 14”. The report
was provided to the GMA 14 Members at the November 19, 2025 GMA 14

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT




GOAL 4.8

meeting. Dr. Hutchison'’s report has several graphs throughout, the first being Figure 3
on page 9 of the Report, which shows that the actual drawdowns are far less than the
projected modeled drawdowns (the projected modeled drawdowns are directly related to
the Desired Future Conditions “DFCs”) across the entire GMA 14 area. Figure 10, on
page 14 of the report, is specific to the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation
District and it too shows that the actual measured drawdowns are less than the projected
modeled drawdowns or to say it another way, we are safely within the adopted DFCs.

SOUTHEAST TEXAS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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SPRING 2025

Current Current Depth

State Well Depth from from Land

ID No. County Date MP MP Surface Method Remarks Technician
3657106 Jasper 5/14/2025 -9.90 4.00 -5.90 E-Line John Martin
3657702 Jasper 5/14/2025 -116.95 1.40 -115.55 Steel Tape John Martin
3764402 Jasper 5/14/2025 -109.65 1.50 -108.15 E-Line John Martin
3764404 Jasper 5/14/2025 -45.40 2.00 -43.40 Steel Tape John Martin
3764503 Jasper 5/14/2025 -32.62 3.08 -29.54 E-Line John Martin
6115205 Jasper 2.55 #VALUE! Pressure Gauge John Martin
6116204 Jasper 5/14/2025 -53.67 3.50 -50.17 E-Line John Martin
6124504 Jasper 0.00 0.00 0.00 John Martin
6124610 Jasper 5/20/2025 -30.22 0.66 -29.56 E-Line John Martin
6148221 Jasper 5/13/2025 -28.15 1.00 -27.15 E-Line John Martin
6148209 Jasper 5/29/2025 -200.97 0.00 -200.97 TWDB Satelite uplink John Martin
6148801 Jasper 5/13/2025 -7.10 1.00 -6.10 E-Line John Martin
6201105 Jasper 0.00
6201701 Jasper John Martin
6201803 Jasper 5/22/2025 -85.05 3.50 -81.55 Steel Tape John Martin
6209105 Jasper 5/14/2025 -3.86 2.00 -1.86 E-Line John Martin
6209704 Jasper 5/20/2025 -35.61 2.00 -33.61 E-Line John Martin
6209902 Jasper 5/20/2025 -15.25 2.50 -12.75 E-Line John Martin
6217102 Jasper 5/20/2025 Dry 1.00 Dry E-Line Recommending well be closed John Martin
6217510 Jasper 5/20/2025 -15.75 0.50 -15.25 E-Line John Martin
6217606 Jasper 5/20/2025 -4.05 2.50 -1.55 E-Line John Martin
6217707 Jasper 5/20/2025 -6.30 1.50 -4.80 E-Line Unavailable John Martin
6225405 Jasper 5/20/2025 -58.30 1.00 -57.30 E-Line John Martin
6233603 Jasper 5/13/2025 -10.10 1.00 -9.10 E-Line John Martin
6233702 Jasper 5/13/2025 -69.78 3.20 -66.58 E-Line John Martin
6140903 Jasper 5/13/2025 -122.85 2.70 -120.15 E-Line John Martin
6131901 Hardin 5/13/2025 -10.02 3.40 -6.62 E-Line John Martin
6135202 Hardin 5/21/2025 -58.32 2.60 -55.72 Steel Tape
6144708 Hardin 5/21/2025 -25.86 0.00 -25.86 E-Line John Martin
6145202 Hardin 5/22/2025 -8.90 2.00 -6.90 E-Line John Martin
6146202 Hardin 0.00 0.00 E-Line Closed John Martin
6152601 Hardin 5/21/2025 -28.81 0.66 -28.15 Steel Tape John Martin
6154702 Hardin 5/21/2025 -28.90 0.90 -28.00 Steel Tape John Martin
6154805 Hardin 5/5/2025 -27.77 2.10 -25.67 TWDB Uplink John Martin
6154704 Hardin 5/21/2025 -32.80 2.55 -30.25 E-Line New MP




SPRING 2025

6104401 Tyler 5/20/2025 -159.52 0.00 -159.52 E-Line John Martin
6106705 Tyler 5/21/2025 -151.60 2.20 -149.40 Steel Tape John Martin
6112606 Tyler 5/20/2025 -123.68 0.30 -123.38 E-Line John Martin
6113802 Tyler 5/21/2025 -165.75 0.00 -165.75 E-Line TWDB Uplink John Martin
6115101 Tyler 5/21/2025 -33.12 0.50 -32.62 E-Line John Martin
6115501 Tyler 2.00 2.00 Plugged John Martin
6115703 Tyler 0.00 no longer in program John Martin
6121110 Tyler 0.33 recommending closure John Martin
6129203 Tyler 5/21/2025 -18.50 3.00 -15.50 E-Line John Martin
6129503 Tyler 5/21/2025 -19.00 2.50 -16.50 E-Line John Martin
6129804 Tyler 5/21/2025 -29.35 1.55 -27.80 Steel Tape John Martin
6130419 Tyler 5/21/2025 -7.05 3.50 -3.55 E-Line John Martin
3659102 Newton 5/13/2025 -94.88 2.33 -92.55 E-Line John Martin
6202902 Newton 5/13/2025 -7.33 1.65 -5.68 E-Line John Martin
6203204 Newton 5/13/2025 -67.65 2.30 -65.35 Steel Tape New MP John Martin
6203301 Newton 5/13/2025 -38.83 2.30 -36.53 E-Line John Martin
6203704 Newton 5/13/2025 -172.95 1.30 -171.65 E-Line John Martin
6210309 Newton 5/13/2025 -67.52 4.05 -63.47 Steel Tape New MP John Martin
6210901 Newton 5/13/2025 -15.92 0.50 -15.42 E-Line John Martin
6218103 Newton 5/13/2025 -34.89 1.25 -33.64 E-Line John Martin
6242909 Newton 5/19/2025 -38.85 1.60 -37.25 E-Line John Martin
6243406 Newton 5/19/2025 -27.60 2.00 -25.60 E-Line John Martin
6250304 Newton 5/19/2025 -39.17 1.00 -38.17 E-Line John Martin




FALL 2025

Current Current Depth

State Well Depth from from Land

ID No. County Date MP MP Surface Method Remarks Technician
3657106 Jasper 11/10/2025 -14.35 4.00 -10.35 E-Line John Martin
3657702 Jasper 11/10/2025 -118.08 1.40 -116.68 Steel Tape John Martin
3764402 Jasper 11/10/2025 -115.52 1.50 -114.02 E-Line John Martin
3764404 Jasper 11/10/2025 -52.63 2.00 -50.63 Steel Tape John Martin
3764503 Jasper 11/10/2025 -41.94 3.08 -38.86 E-Line John Martin
6115205 Jasper 0.0 2.55 0.00 Pressure Gauge 16.25 PSI John Martin
6116204 Jasper 11/10/2025 -55.45 3.50 -51.95 E-Line John Martin
6124504 Jasper 0.00 0.00 0.00 John Martin
6124610 Jasper 11/10/2025 -32.96 0.66 -32.30 E-Line John Martin
6148221 Jasper 11/10/2025 -30.91 1.00 -29.91 E-Line John Martin
6148209 Jasper 11/9/2025 -182.97 0.00 -182.97 TWDB Satelite uplink John Martin
6148801 Jasper 11/10/2025 -11.40 1.00 -10.40 E-Line John Martin
6201105 Jasper 0.00
6201701 Jasper John Martin
6201803 Jasper 11/18/2025 -86.30 3.50 -82.80 Steel Tape John Martin
6209105 Jasper 11/10/2025 -5.70 2.00 -3.70 E-Line John Martin
6209704 Jasper 11/10/2025 -37.95 2.00 -35.95 E-Line John Martin
6209902 Jasper 11/11/2025 -24.95 2.50 -22.45 E-Line John Martin
6217102 Jasper Dry 1.00 Dry Recomending well be closed  John Martin
6217510 Jasper 11/10/2025 -19.56 0.50 -19.06 E-Line John Martin
6217606 Jasper 11/11/2025 -11.48 2.50 -8.98 E-Line John Martin
6217707 Jasper 11/10/2025 -17.78 1.50 -16.28 E-Line Unavailable John Martin
6225405 Jasper 11/11/2025 -60.30 1.00 -59.30 E-Line John Martin
6233603 Jasper 11/11/2025 -15.40 1.00 -14.40 E-Line aking pressure tank / well runn|  John Martin
6233702 Jasper 11/11/2025 -69.88 3.20 -66.68 E-Line John Martin
6140903 Jasper 11/11/2025 -121.40 2.70 -118.70 E-Line John Martin
6131901 Hardin 11/11/2025 -43.87 3.40 -40.47 E-Line John Martin
6135202 Hardin 11/14/2025 -60.10 2.60 -57.50 Steel Tape
6144708 Hardin 11/14/2025 -26.71 0.00 -26.71 E-Line John Martin
6145202 Hardin 11/14/2025 -14.35 2.00 -12.35 E-Line John Martin
6146202 Hardin 0.00 0.00 E-Line Closed John Martin
6152601 Hardin 11/14/2025 0.66 Steel Tape blockage at about 30ft John Martin
6154702 Hardin 11/11/2025 -31.90 0.90 -31.00 Steel Tape John Martin
6154805 Hardin 10/31/2025 -28.68 0.00 -28.68 TWDB Uplink John Martin
6154704 Hardin 11/11/2025 -37.17 2.55 -34.62 E-Line




FALL 2025

6104401 Tyler 11/18/2025 -161.32 0.00 -161.32 E-Line John Martin
6106705 Tyler 12/10/2025 -152.13 2.20 -149.93 Steel Tape John Martin
6112606 Tyler 11/18/2025 -124.15 0.30 -123.85 E-Line John Martin
6113802 Tyler 11/18/2025 -164.57 0.00 -164.57 E-Line TWDB Uplink John Martin
6115101 Tyler 12/10/2025 -33.50 0.50 -33.00 E-Line John Martin
6115501 Tyler 2.00 2.00 Plugged John Martin
6115703 Tyler 0.00 no longer in program John Martin
6121110 Tyler 0.33 recommending closure John Martin
6129203 Tyler 11/11/2025 -27.18 3.00 -24.18 E-Line John Martin
6129503 Tyler 11/11/2025 -25.91 2.50 -23.41 E-Line John Martin
6129804 Tyler 11/14/2025 -42.28 1.55 -40.73 Steel Tape John Martin
6130419 Tyler 11/11/2025 -16.75 3.50 -13.25 E-Line John Martin
3659102 Newton 11/12/2025 -94.82 2.33 -92.49 E-Line John Martin
6202902 Newton 11/12/2025 -15.06 1.65 -13.41 E-Line John Martin
6203204 Newton 11/12/2025 -68.80 2.30 -66.50 Steel Tape New MP John Martin
6203301 Newton 11/12/2025 -39.10 2.30 -36.80 E-Line John Martin
6203704 Newton 11/12/2025 -174.04 1.70 -172.34 E-Line TWDB Uplink offline John Martin
6210309 Newton 11/12/2025 -68.33 4.05 -64.28 Steel Tape New MP John Martin
6210901 Newton 11/12/2025 -17.70 0.50 -17.20 E-Line John Martin
6218103 Newton 11/11/2025 -39.40 1.25 -38.15 E-Line John Martin
6242909 Newton 11/12/2025 -40.12 1.60 -38.52 E-Line John Martin
6243406 Newton 11/12/2025 -29.60 2.00 -27.60 E-Line John Martin
6250304 Newton 11/12/2025 -39.17 1.00 -38.17 E-Line John Martin
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1.0 Introduction

On January 5, 2022, the groundwater management district in Groundwater Management Area 14
adopted desired future conditions as follows:

In each county in GMA 14, no less than 70 percent median available drawdown

remaining in 2080 or no more than an average of 1.0 additional foot of
subsidence between 2009 and 2080.

This desired future condition statement was adopted after reviewing the results of multi-metric
simulations using the Houston Area Groundwater Model (HAGM) documented in Oliver (2021).
The HAGM was adopted as the Groundwater Availability Model for the area by the Texas Water
Development Board in 2013. The specific model run files were obtained from the folder named:

32 PEST ConsFac Basel6_30kLim_1.0-70 2080

The output from the specific simulation that was used in the development of the desired future
condition (DFC simulation) was used in this analysis. Specifically, the DFC simulation output
was processed to calculate drawdown from the end of 2009 on an annual basis for each model cell.
Thus, actual drawdown data from a monitoring well located in the model grid can be compared
with the simulated drawdown data at the same location. Monitoring well latitude and longitude
coordinates and well depth can be used to locate the well in the model grid system of layer, row,
and column. In any well, if data were collected during the base year (end of 2009), that
groundwater elevation can be used to calculate drawdowns in subsequent years in that same well
for comparison with the simulated data at that location.

The objective of this comparison is to assist the groundwater conservation districts in management
plans goal implementation related to desired future conditions, and to prepare for the next round
of joint planning. Also, with the adoption of HB 2078 in the 2025 legislative session, there are
new requirements for Groundwater Management Areas to “include a summary of how each district
is performing in achieving the desired future conditions”.

This comparison is an update to Hutchison (2022) that was completed based on data through 2021
and Hutchison (2023) that was completed based on data through 2022. As developed below, this
analysis updated the available data to include 2024. All files referenced in this report and all
Fortran programs used to process TWDB data and model results are included in a Google Drive
folder that is accessible at:

hitps.//drive.google.com/drive/folders/l DPkelaMnyiuH4wyXbCNUIiGe2pp4vEF4zo 2usp=sharing

1.1  Summary of Results

Overall, the comparison of actual drawdown data and simulated drawdown data from the HAGM
simulation used as part of the joint planning process shows that current actual drawdowns are
consistent with the 2021 desired future condition statement.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DPkeIaMnyiuH4wyXbCNUiGe2pp4vF4zo?usp=sharing

2.0 Measured Drawdowns

2.1 TWDB Groundwater Database
Data for this analysis were downloaded from the TWDB website on October 29, 2025 at:

http://'www.twdb.texas.gov/eroundwater/data/ewdbrpt.asp

Data were downloaded from the “Water Levels Advanced” option. Data from the Gulf Coast
Aquifer and GMA 14 were specified in the download. The downloaded file was saved as
WaterLevelsAdvanced.csv. After processing (i.e. deleting records with no data etc.), the file was
saved as GMA 14 GWE.xlsx.

GMA 14 counties are listed in Table 1.

Table 1. GMA 14 Counties

Austin Liberty
Brazoria Montgomery
Chambers Newton

Fort Bend Orange
Galveston Polk

Grimes San Jacinto
Hardin Tyler

Harris Waller
Jasper Waller
Jefferson Washington

2.2 Processing of Actual Groundwater Elevation Data
Data in the file GMA 14 GWE.xlsx were sorted by date and two new files were created:

o GMA 14 GWE late 2009 early 2010.xlsx included all data from October 2009 to March
2010 for use in establishing baseline groundwater elevations for drawdown calculations.

o GMA 14 GWE 2010 to 2025.xlsx included all data from April 2010 to the most recent data
available (September 2025) for use in calculating actual drawdown.

The csv version of the late 2009/early 2010 data (GMA 14 GWE late 2009 early 2010.csv) included
latitude and longitude of each well location. The commercial gridding program Surfer was used
to convert these coordinates into the GAM coordinate system. The Fortran program getrc.exe read
the updated csv file with GAM coordinates and the GAM grid file (nglfcgrid3.csv) to assign model
row and column to each well. The well bottom elevation was used to assign the layer number
(simple bottom elevation comparison with GAM cell top and bottom elevations). The output file
was named GMA 14 GWE late 2009 early 2010 RCL.dat, which was also saved as a csv file (GMA
14 GWE late 2009 early 2010 RCL.csv). Wells that were outside the grid were eliminated.


http://www.twdb.texas.gov/groundwater/data/gwdbrpt.asp

Baseline wells were identified with Excel’s “unique” function, and the well numbers saved in
BaselineWellList.dat. This list of wells and the csv version of the late 2009/early 2010 data (GMA
14 GWE late 2009 early 2010 RCL.csv) in a Fortran program BaselineGWE.exe. This program
specified the baseline groundwater elevation for each of the 814 baseline wells using the following
priority:

December of the current year
January of the following year
November of the current year
February of the following year
October of the current year
March of the following year

A

The output file was named GMA 14 Baseline GWE.dat.

The Fortran program AnnGWE.exe reads baseline wells and baseline groundwater levels (GMA 14
Baseline GWE.dat), reads the TWDB data from 2010 to 2025 (GMA 14 GWE 2010 to 2025.csv)
and returns the annual groundwater elevation and drawdown for each year for each baseline well
using the same monthly priority listed above. Output is written to GMA 14 Annual GWE DD.dat.



3.0 Comparison of Actual and Simulated Groundwater Levels

The Fortran program named getdd.exe reads heads file from the 2021 DFC simulation (to obtain
the simulated groundwater elevations) and calculates simulated cell-by-cell drawdown for the
simulation using 2009 as the base year. The program then reads the actual drawdown data (GMA
14 Annual GWE DD.dat) for individual wells and writes a comparison file with actual and
simulated drawdown (GMA 14 actsim.dat) at the monitoring well locations. This file was also
saved as an Excel file (GMA 14 ActSim DD.xlsx). The actual output from the Fortran program is
in the tab named A/l. The data in other tabs represent subsets of these data used for analysis Other
tabs are as follows:

e The tab named No Jasper Outliers removed the data described in earlier comparisons
(Hutchison, 2022 and Hutchison, 2023).

e The tab named No Sub Dist removed all data from Fort Bend, Galveston, and Harris
Counties (subsidence district counties). This tab also excludes the Jasper County outliers.

e The tab named No Sub No Mont further removed all Montgomery County wells.

e The tab named Bluebonnet includes only wells for Bluebonnet GCD (Austin, Grimes,
Walker, and Waller counties).

e The tab named Brazoria includes only wells for Brazoria County GCD (Brazoria County).

e The tab named Lone Star includes only wells for Lone Star GCD (Montgomery County).

e The tab named Lower Trinity includes only wells for Lower Trinity GCD (Polk and San
Jacinto counties).

e The tab named SETGCD includes only wells for Southeast Texas GCD (Hardin, Jasper,
Newton, and Tyler counties).



4.0 Results

The purpose of this analysis was to provide a high-level evaluation of the comparison of actual
drawdown data and the simulated drawdown data from the HAGM simulation that was used to
develop the 2021 DFCs. Although there is now a specific statutory requirement to complete this
analysis, GMA 14 has completed similar analyses in the past (Hutchison, 2022 and Hutchison,
2023).

As an overview of the comparison, Figure 1 presents a cross-plot of actual drawdown (from TWDB
data) and simulated drawdown from the DFC simulation of the HAGM. For purposes of this
analysis, Jasper County outliers discussed in Hutchison (2022) and Hutchison (2023), and data
points from Fort Bend, Galveston, and Harris counties (counties with subsidence districts) were
excluded. A one-to-one line is also shown for reference. Points that lie to the right or below the
red line have measured drawdown less than simulated drawdown. Points that lie to the left or
above the red line have measured drawdown greater than the simulated drawdown.

Measured Drawdown vs. Actual Drawdown in GMA 14 (2010 to 2024)
Excluded Subsidence District Wells and Jasper County Outliers
2009 Base Year (3,836 Data Points)

-150 -
-100 B . . : v .‘ii.-
g
= 50 Measured Drawdown greater than i f'?-‘:: * .
E Simulated Drawdown ey . "
c .
% 0 7 - * 'h.-. Ir-..-. -‘; et !I-ﬂ}sn; L
- . A 4 . :
% e e s ﬁa.‘ &Fﬁh . - -.-
5 50 ] - " . . :‘:é.:. o & .-.. ) .
E * ol - v ° -
T 100 - i Boeet .
3 L]
.g . ’ " d
v 150 . sy .
- .-a
200
Measured Drawdown less than
Simulated Drawdown
250 ' I N I ' I N ! ! I N I ! I N |
250 200 150 100 50 0 -50 -100 -150

Measured Drawdown (ft)

Figure 1. Actual Drawdown vs. Simulated Drawdown

Because most of the points lie below and to the right of the one-to-one line, actual groundwater
level conditions are consistent with the DFC. If most of the points were above or to the left of the



one-to-one line, that would suggest that actual groundwater level conditions are not consistent with
the DFC.

4.1 Results by Year

Figure 2 presents a hydrograph of average actual drawdown for all of GMA 14 and average
simulated drawdown for all of GMA 14. These average drawdowns exclude the Jasper County
Outliers and the Subsidence District wells (Fort Bend, Galveston, and Harris Counties).

GMA 14 Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
Averages Exclude Jasper Outliers and Counties with Subsidence Districts

Based on TWDB Groundwater Database Groundwater Elevations
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Figure 2. GMA 14 Average Drawdown by Year (Actual and Simulated)

Please note that the number of data points each year is presented above the average actual
drawdown line (red line). Also, consistent with the past reports (Hutchison, 2022 and Hutchison,
2023), the number of data points in recent years is much lower than in earlier years, which may
skew the results in 2023 and 2024. Overall, it is evident that the actual drawdown is less than the

simulated drawdown and the hydrograph is further evidence that GMA 14 GCDs are achieving the
desired future conditions.

The number of data points outside the subsidence districts and without the Jasper County outliers
is 3,836. Montgomery County represents 1,917 of these points, or about 50 percent of all of GMA
14 data points outside the subsidence districts. To test the numerical effect of Montgomery County
data, Figure 3 presents the comparison of average actual drawdown and average simulated
drawdown without the Montgomery County data.
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GMA 14 Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
Averages Exclude Jasper Outliers, Montgomery County and
Counties with Subsidence Districts

Based on TWDB Groundwater Database Groundwater Elevations
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Figure 3. GMA 14 Average Drawdown by Year (Actual and Simulated) Excluding
Montgomery County

As with the hydrograph that included Montgomery County data, this hydrograph also shows that
the average actual drawdown is less than the average simulated drawdown. Also, the last two
years of the analysis may be skewed due to the reduced number of data points.

4.2  Summary Results by County

Summaries of average drawdown by county (actual and simulated) are presented in Table 2. The
difference between simulated and actual drawdown are also shown in Table 2. Please note that
Jasper County is listed twice: once with all data included in the average, and once with the outliers
removed. These outliers were discussed in more detail in Hutchison (2022) and Hutchison (2023).

The results in Table 2 can be used by the groundwater conservation districts in GMA 14 to
quantitatively assess how the actual drawdown data compare to the DFC and can be used to comply
with the new requirements of HB 2078. The useful metric from this table is the column on the
right (i.e. the difference between simulated and actual drawdown). The average differences are
positive in all counties (once the Jasper County outliers are removed), which means that, on
average from 2010 to 2024, average actual drawdown has been less than average simulated
drawdown (simulated drawdown represents the “intermediate” value of that is consistent with the
desired future condition).



Table 2. Drawdown Summary for 2010 to 2022 by County

Average Drawdown (ft) - 2009 Average
. . Baseline Simmulated
County Data Points .
minus Actual
Acitual Simulated Drawdown (ft)

Austin 36 202 30.08 27.16
Brazona 287 -1.04 11.52 13.47
Chambers 91 2.83 23.44 20.61
Fort Bend 811 -7.01 16.59 23.60
Galveston 445 0.m 14.21 1423
Grimes 142 6.61 25.86 19.26
Hardin 47 -3.38 15.69 19.08
Hamis 3,771 .90 35.14 40.03
Jasper (all) 242 0.95 -9.53 -10.48
Jasper (oufliers removed) 201 0.32 1.73 741
Jefferson 72 -1.78 18.47 2024
Liberty 265 217 41.73 4300
Montgomery 1,917 12.03 42.57 20.64
Newton 111 1.26 10.49 923
Orange 120 -2.10 12.08 14.18
Polk 60 143 21.10 19.67
San Jadnto 93 31.88 11452 82.64
Twler 95 0.59 12.84 12.25
Walker 57 10.30 8553 8524
Waller 179 0.24 40.75 31.51
Washington 43 5.59 20.63 15.04

Figure 4 graphically presents the difference between average actual and average simulated
drawdowns for each county. Note that all counties have a positive difference (actual drawdown is
less than simulated), except Jasper County.

The negative difference in Jasper County (actual drawdown greater than simulated drawdown) is
due to two anomalous cells that is the direct result of specifications in simulated pumping during
the predictive run (after 2010). As noted in Hutchison (2022), in evaluating the drawdown data,
large groundwater level recoveries (over 100 ft) were simulated in the DFC simulation in two cells
in the Evangeline Aquifer (row 85, column 188 and row 88, column 186). These appear to be due
to not including pumping that had been in the calibrated model (before 2010). The actual
drawdown in these cells is relatively small. With these outliers removed from the analysis, the
average drawdown difference in all counties in GMA 14 is positive (actual drawdown is less than
simulated drawdown) as presented in Figure 5.
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Average Drawdown Differences (2010 to 2024) by County (Simulated - Actual)

All GMA 14 Counties, 2009 Base Year
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Figure 4. Average Drawdown Difference by County (All Data Except Layer 3)

Average Drawdown Differences (2010 to 2024) by County (Simulated - Actual)

All GMA 14 Counties (Jasper County Outliers Removed), 2009 Base Year
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Figure 5. Average Drawdown Difference by County (Jasper Outliers Removed)
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4.3 Average Drawdown Hydrographs by District

HB 2078 requires that, as part of joint planning, the explanatory report include a summary of how
each district is performing in achieving the desired future condition. The summary table presented
above includes an overall average of actual and simulated drawdown for each county. This section

focuses presents a more district-focused analysis of average drawdown comparison for each
district by year.

Average actual drawdown is compared with average simulated drawdown in the following:

e Figure 6 — Bluebonnet GCD

e Figure 7 — Brazoria County GCD
e Figure 8 — Lone Star GCD

e Figure 9 — Lower Trinity GCD

e Figure 10 — Southeast Texas GCD

These figures are useful for joint planning purposes and are also useful for each district for new
management plan requirements related to documenting achievement of the desired future
condition. As noted above, the data used to develop these figures are contained in the Excel
spreadsheet named GMA 14 ActSim DD.xlsx.

Bluebonnet GCD Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
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Figure 6. Average Drawdown Comparison - Bluebonnet GCD
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Brazoria County GCD Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
Based on TWDB Groundwater Database Groundwater Elevations
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Figure 7. Average Drawdown Comparison - Brazoria County GCD

Lone Star GCD Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
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Figure 8. Average Drawdown Comparison - Lone Star GCD
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Lower Trinity GCD Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
Based on TWDB Groundwater Database Groundwater Elevations
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Figure 9. Average Drawdown Comparison - Lower Trinity GCD

Southeast Texas GCD Average Drawdown (2010 to 2024)
Based on TWDB Groundwater Database Groundwater Elevations
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BIG CHANGES AHEAD (Relatively Speaking)

The Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District (SETGCD) is gearing
up for some changes in the near future. As water issues are becoming more and
more complex our “little” District will be experience some growth. First and
foremost, the District will soon be on the look for a second full time employee.
We have been extremely lucky (blessed in my opinion) to have been able to
manage the District with only 1 full-time employee for the past 18 years, but it
is now time to add staff to assist in managing the District. Earlier I use the
word “little” in parenthesis because our District is far from little. The
SETGCD is one of the largest groundwater districts in Texas. Due to some
district’s having irregular boundaries, we can only estimate, but I believe our
District is the 11th largest groundwater district out of 100 (including the sub-
sidence districts). Keeping up with the normal day to day operations of the
District on the local level, added to all of the requirements that groundwater
districts are required to participate in on the regional level, and preparing for
area growth, the District needs more hands at the ready.

Another big change will be that we will likely have a new address in the near
future. The District has been graciously pro-
vided office space by Jasper County for nearly

Continued on Page 2— Big Changes

ARE LARGE VOLUME GROUNDWATER
EXPORT PROJECTS THE NEW NORM!

district. It was learned that one of the
two well fields extends down out of

Late last year the Trinity and Neches
Valleys Groundwater Conservation
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Legislation 6&7
Monitor Well Map 8
Monitor Well Water Levels 9

District (TNVGCD), which is located
a little north of us and includes Hen-
derson, Anderson, and Cherokee
Counties, received applications for
permits from two entities (same parent
company known as C.E.M.), and the
applications were deemed administra-
tively complete on April 17 of this
year. The applications were for 43
wells located on two separate large
tracts of land. The applicants are re-
questing that the TNVGCD provide
permits to allow for over 15 billion
gallons of groundwater to be pumped
and exported to places outside of their

Anderson County into Houston Coun-
ty, which does not have a groundwater
conservation district (GCD), adding
approximately another 5 billion gal-
lons per year to the project for a total
of over 20 billion gallons a year.

Groundwater Conservation Districts
are charged with a myriad of tasks in
their efforts to manage the groundwa-
ter resources. Among these tasks are:
to conserve, preserve, protect, re-
charge, and prevent waste of ground-
water, and to control subsidence
caused by the withdrawal of ground-

| Continued on Page 3 — Export Projects.. |
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NEW DIRECTOR: PAUL ANDRUES

Mr. Paul Andrues was appointed earlier this year to fill the position longtime
Director Sam Ashworth held after he stepped down from the board (having
served for 15 years). Mr. Andrues was born in Beaumont and is a fifth gener-
ation Texan. He has an extensive educational background with degrees from
Lamar University, Louisiana State University, and recently added a Masters
Degree from Georgetown University. Mr. Andrues is currently a land devel-
oper and custom home builder and is actively involved with numerous pro-
fessional organizations (Rotarian, Lamar Univ. advisory board, and Texas
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Assoc. to name a few).

Paul’s number one interest in life is his family, which includes his wife
Shelly and Daughter Bethany. Bethany is currently attending LSU and she
and Paul spend as much time as possible watching football. When not busy
with one of his professional organizations or the family, Paul spends his time
hunting and fishing along with tending to his 120 head of cattle.

Mr. Andrues was appointed by the Hardin County Commissioner’s Court to represent the agricultural / in-
dustrial stakeholder group.

Continued From Page 1 — Big Changes | tWO decades now, and the District cannot be more grateful to the county
for being such a wonderful host; however, with the addition of at least one
new employee, we will need additional space. The District hopes to find a space that will meet all of our
current needs, including space for monthly meetings (which requires a moderately large space as we have
13 board members), as well as room to grow if/when needed in the future.

Many of you are already aware of this, but another change is that our fees
will be increasing. Our standard production fee for permitted non-exempt
wells will be increased 1/2 cent per 1,000 gallons pumped as of October 1,
2025. This will make our total production fee of 1.5 cents per 1,000 gallons
pumped. The District has also increased export fees for water being direct-
ly transported out of the District (this can be via tanker or pipeline). The
export fee is two tiered and it is in addition to the production fee. The first
tier of the export fee is 0 — 120 million gallons per year and will be 1 cent
per 1,000 gallons pumped. The second tier of the export fee is anything
above 120 million gallons per year and the fee will be 20 cents per 1,000
gallons pumped (with an automatic 3% increase each year). The steep in-
crease in the export fee came about by way of the Texas Legislature and is
meant to give groundwater districts the financial ability to better utilize sci-
ence and modeling, as well as monitoring our groundwater resources (such |
as the subsidence monitoring site the District installed just south of Buna
earlier this year — see photo). The legislature saw a need for the export fee due to impacts from what is
known as the Vista Ridge project (more information on this in the “Are Large Volume Groundwater Export
Projects The New Norm article).

Please be assured that the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District has not taken these fee in-
creases lightly, and have only done so out of necessity. Even with the production fee increase to 1.5 cents
per 1,000 gallons, no other east Texas GCD has a production fee lower than ours. In fact, no other district
in east Texas has a production fee of less than 2.5 cents per 1,000 gallons, some GCDs are over 8 cents per
1,000 gallons, with the average production fee being about 5.5 cents per 1,000 gallons pumped.

We will keep you posted with any and all pertinent changes to the mailing address or phone numbers.
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water. This is not a simple undertaking when you consider all the other
elements a GCD must take into consideration such as the development of
the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) and the required nine considerations associated with the development
of the DFCs (as required by Chapter 36.108), one of which is private property rights. Throw in the Rule of
Capture, which provides that a landowner can use as much water as he can bring to the surface if used for a
beneficial use, and who cannot be held liable for the damage caused to neighboring water wells. As you
might imagine, it can be very difficult to balance so many variables in the pursuit of managing groundwater.
There are several caveats to the Rule of Capture, the main one being the ability of a groundwater conserva-
tion districts to be created to oversee the management of the relevant aquifer. Groundwater Conservation
District must take into account many different factors when making decisions about permitting wells, and
simply denying permits out of hand is not possible (unless prepared for a court challenge and “takings
claim”). Groundwater Conservation Districts must base permitting decisions on science and data.

Continued from page 1 — Export Projects |

Today, Texas is growing at a pace that is almost unimaginable. It is estimated that over 1,000 people are
moving to Texas every day, and although now a cliche, it is worth pointing out that “none of them are bring-
ing any water with them”. Now add all the new industry being developed such as Data and Al centers
(which can use between 300,000 and 4,000,000 gallons a day) and we are expecting a significant shortage of
water across the State as we progress through the next several decades.

Finding ways to meet the water needs of the State has been a hot topic the last several years. Senator
Charles Perry has been leading the charge to, among other things, make more grant and low interest money
available for water infrastructure projects within the State. The private sector is also getting involved, both
to capitalize on Texas’ need for water and to assist in getting water from places that have it to places that
don’t. In the groundwater realm, we call these export projects. An export project can be as simple as a few
thousand gallons per month being pumped from a GCD and either trucked to somewhere else (typically
spring water is trucked) or, and as is becoming more and more common, billions of gallons per year being
pumped from one GCD, via pipeline, to an area of need. When these projects originate in an area that has a
GCD, it plays a very important role in managing the resource with the overall idea of not denying the permit
request, but managing the available resource and the potential impacts of these large projects.

Sharing Texas’ water resources is important, however, this shouldn’t be done in a manner that is detrimental
to the area of origin. Texas has 9 major aquifers and 22 minor ones, all of which have varying capabilities
and properties. A large volume project that may drop water levels significantly in one aquifer but only cause
a minor drop in another aquifer, or it may cause subsidence in one but not the other. Here in our District, we
have the Gulf Coast Aquifer System. It is very generous with the volumes of water that can be withdrawn,
but care must be taken as the Gulf Coast Aquifer is very susceptible to subsidence (hence the reason for the
Harris-Galveston, and Fort Bend subsidence districts which share the same aquifer). It is imperative that we
find the balance: how much is safe to pump, how much can/should be available for export, and consideration
of private property rights.

Large groundwater export projects seem to be an inevitability. We can look to the Vista Ridge project which
is permitted to pump 50,000 acre feet of water per year from the Post Oak Savannah GCD (specifically from
Burelson County) 142 miles away to Bexar County. Water level declines related to this project caused some
wells in the area to have their well pumps lowered and in some instances a new well may need to be drilled.
This project came online in early 2020 and it has been reported that some wells have seen significant water
level declines in a short period of time (some reported declines are over 100 ft.). Opponents say the ground-
water being taken from the rural area is being used to subsidize lawn watering in San Antonio. Proponents
say it is securing San Antonio’s water supplies and reducing pressure on the Edwards Aquifer.

Another more recent proposed project is in the Brazos Valley GCD (Robertson and Brazos Counties) where
the district is finalizing a settlement/approval of a 50,000 acre feet per year groundwater project. This export
project will allow for the export of water from the Brazos Valley GCD to Williamson County. One way in

which the district is managing the impacts in this instance is by not approving | Continued on Page 7 Export Projects

the full amount to be pumped from the start. It will begin with about half of
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS

As you can see from the September 14, 2025 U.S. Palmer
Drought Severity Index Map (P.D.S.1.), generally speaking
East Texas is experiencing near normal conditions. However,
much of the area over the past 4—6 weeks has seen below nor-
mal precipitation. This is illustrated in the September 18,
2025 U.S. Drought Monitor “Texas” Map. As you can see it
has begun showing the western portion of the District
(Hardin and Tyler Counties) as abnormally dry. Fortunately,
much of the area received above average precipitation during
the first half of the year and most areas are on pace to meet or

exceed normal annual precipitation amounts (which is 52 —
54 inches) with some areas of the District already exceeding
the annual average.

Drought Severity Index @
Value for the September 14 - 20, 2025 v

Long Term Palmer

-3te -39 (Extreme Dvought] 1 2 ta 2.9 (Very Holst)

“Zte -39 (Severe Drought) B3 to 3.9 [Extremely Madst)
Ao =18 reanght) M Above 4

0.9 b 0.9 [Near Hormal)

U.S. Drought Monitor
Texas

September 16, 2025
(Reieased Thursday, Sep. 18, 2025)
Valid 8 am EDT

Intenaity:

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

How the remainder of the year will play out with regard to rain-
fall is, of course, unknown. Even today, predicting the weather is
very difficult. For example, it was predicted that we would have a
very active hurricane season this year; however, for only the 2nd
time since 1950, there were no named storms on the peak day of
hurricane season. Overall, the drought situation state wide is cur-
rently “better” than it has been in several years.

If we go back to mid-April and look at the U.S. Drought Monitor
Map (not shown) the data is drastically different. 82% of the
state was experiencing drought conditions, of which 46% was in
the severe or worse category, and nearly 17% in the highest cate-
gory, D4 exceptional drought. Currently only 11% is experienc-

ing sever or worse conditions, with only 0.29% in the D4 exceptional category.

SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK

As you can see from the September 18, 2025, U.S. Season-

U' S‘ Seasona, Dro ught our"OOk Valid for September 18 - December 31, 2025
Released September 18, 2025

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

al Drought Outlook map, due to the last 4—6 weeks of
relatively dry weather (as mentioned above) the majority of
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Texas has begun to dry out and the development of some | *
drought conditions are expected across most of the state
over the next 90 day period.

It is possible that we will see the expected drought condi-
tions pass quickly as the most recent short term precipita-
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| rages |
CONSERVATION CORNER: WINTER CONSERVATION TIPS

Cooler weather is on the way which means winter isn’t far off. Don't let the cold weather catch you unprepared! Alt-
hough it doesn’t happen too often here in Southeast Texas, once or twice a year we experience a freeze hard enough to
cause water pipes to burst. Not only is it an inconvenience, but a burst water pipe can waste thousands of gallons of
water before you even realize it has happened. However, you can cross that off your list of winter worries by taking a
few simple precautions to prevent waste and conserve water.

Disconnect and drain outdoor hoses. Detaching a hose allows water to drain from the faucet. Otherwise, a single, hard
overnight freeze can burst either the faucet or the pipe to which it's connected.

In the house, seal off access doors, air vents and cracks. Winter winds whistling through overlooked openings can
quickly freeze exposed water pipes. It is very important to insulate pipes or faucets in unheated areas. If you have pipes
in an attic, unheated garage or cold crawl space under the house, wrap the water pipes before temperatures plummet.
Hardware or building supply stores will have good pipe insulating materials available.

Consider using electrical “pipe heating cable”. These very thin cables run a low
voltage current along the length of the cable, thereby warming the pipe. It is very
useful in attics and crawl spaces if an electrical outlet is readily accessible. Newer
manufactured houses often come with outlets underneath the home specifically
meant for pipe heating cable. Take advantage of that feature. It is inexpensive
(especially compared to the cost of a burst pipe) and comes in many deferent
lengths for easy custom installations.

i Don’t forget any water lines you may have running to a garden or livestock trough.
==  Be sure that these pipes get extra attention. Since we don't always notice these
pipes, it could be hours or even days before you realize a pipe has burst. Make it a
habit to inspect all your connections after any freeze event.

“;
b

Be sure to know the location of the main water shutoff. If a pipe bursts this valve
turns off the water, so find it now and be sure everyone in the family knows where
it is and what it does. Also, it is a good idea to keep the plumber's telephone number handy, just in case. Write it down
now before you need it in an emergency.

As counter intuitive as it may seem, in severe cold weather you may want to allow a faucet to drip a small continuous
stream. Although this may seem to be a waste of water, it is better to lose these few gallons per hour than potentially
hundreds of gallons per hour if the pipe bursts. Additionally, you can put a bowl or pail in place to catch the water
which can be used to water plants the next day.

After a hard freeze keep an eye out for any signs of leaks. Sometimes the pipes
don’t burst, but a joint may be damaged by the expansion and contraction of the
frozen water and cause a less noticeable leak. Don’t forget to check your outside
plumbing as well. A broken one inch water line to a livestock trough can easily
allow hundreds of gallons of water to be wasted.

If you have a water line freeze and you know where the freeze occurred, you may
want to try thawing it yourself. Do not under any circumstance use a torch with
an open flame as this is a major fire hazard. Also, overheating a single spot can
burst the pipe, and heating a soldered joint could cause it to leak or come apart
completely. Be very careful. Also, try typing your specific situation into a web-
browser to learn about the best way to solve your particular issue (i.e. “thawing
frozen pvc pipes”).

The easiest tool to use for thawing pipes is a hair dryer. Wave the warm air back and forth along the pipe, not concen-
trated on one spot. If you don't have a hair dryer, you can wrap the frozen section with rags or towels and pour hot wa-
ter over them. It's messy, but it works.

Remember, taking steps to prevent pipe freezes saves you time, inconvenience, and money, and prevents waste of a vi-
tal resource — Water.

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District’s Web-
site at https://setgcd.org/ or the Texas Water Development Board’s site at https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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89TH TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION COMES TO A CLOSE
90TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION PROMISING TO BE A DOOZY

The 89 legislative session came to a close this year with the success-
ful passage of House Joint Resolution 7 (HJR 7) and Senate Bill 7
(SB 7). Both bills received unanimous passage through the Senate
and nearly unanimous passage through the House. HJR 7 is being
called a generational investment in our water infrastructure, allocat-
ing 1 billion dollars a year for the next 20 years. HJR 7 must be ap-
proved first by the Texas voters as it requires an amendment to the
Texas Constitution and will be done so via Proposition 4 (Prop 4) on
the November ballot. Please be sure to consider voting for Prop 4 as
it will provide another avenue for water infrastructure projects to be
funded, including water, wastewater, and flood mitigation.

HB 7 updates the framework of the Texas Water Fund which will
provide the Texas Water Development Board additional support in
providing assistance on water projects across the state. This in-
cludes additional financial assistance through the Economically Distressed Areas Programs which will offer
grants and low interest loans to underserved and low-income areas. Another similar bill, House Bill 500
(HB 500) will also provide a significant boost in funds to water related projects, a one time only allocation
in the amount of 2.6 billion dollars.

The upcoming 90th legislative session is promising to be quite an interesting one with regard to groundwater
legislations. The Trinity and Neches Valleys Groundwater Conservation District (TNVGCD) is in the pro-
cess of addressing permit requests for over 40 high capacity wells to be drilled, with the water likely to be
exported out of the district to urban areas around the greater Dallas area. When the notice of public hearing
was published for this project it received quite a bit of attention including from Representative Cody Harris
(who is also the Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee), Representative Trent Ashby, and Sena-
tor Robert Nichols. Additionally the TNVGCD received over 6,000 “notices of intent to contest” the per-
mits. Needless to say, the proposed project is not very popular.

Representative/Chairman Harris held a public hearing at the Capitol in July on the proposed export project
in the TNVGCD and several bills were filed (even though the first special session was not opened to
groundwater issues). Although Governor Abbott did not open the 2nd Special Session for broad discussion
on groundwater and export projects, he did open the session to allow discussion specifically for considera-
tion of the proposed export project in the TNVGCD. House Bill 27 was filed to address this issue. It was
sponsored by Representative/Chairman Harris and several others and would have required that the Texas
Water Development Board complete a groundwater study related to the TNVGCD and imposed a moratori-
um on permitting any export projects until after the study was complete (approximately 2 years). The bill
made it through the House very quickly, but ran into trouble in the Senate. It appeared that the bill wouldn’t
make it out of the senate committee so an amendment was made so that it could progress out of committee
with the hopes of a compromise bill later. The amendment removed the moratorium language and eventual-
ly died in the Conference Committee as a compromise was not made before an abrupt end of the 2nd Special
Session.

What I am seeing and hearing from all of this is that as the need for water increases, the battles for water
will too. And I believe that there will be some interesting “battles” in the next legislative session. There has
been realistic talk about changes to the Rule of Capture. The Rule of Capture is the base common law that
gives Texans that right to the water under their property. Many are pointing out that when the Rule of Cap-
ture was adopted via the Texas Supreme Court by way of the East vs. Houston
& Texas Central R.R. case, there was no such thing as an export project, nor

Continued on Page 7 — Legislation
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Continued From Page 3— Export Projects | the volume being available until 2034, at which time it will increase to
about 80% of the total, and then the final increase to the maximum in
2039. This will allow for the Brazos Valley GCD to monitor the project over time and to investigate im-
pacts from the project as it grows.

The Vista Ridge project, the first of the large export projects brought online in Texas, caused such impacts
in a short amount of time, that over the past two legislative sessions bills have been passed to allow GCDs
to collect an export fee of 20 cents per 1,000 gallons (with a 3% a year increase) and encourage the use of
these funds to be utilized in monitoring and mitigation of the impacts from these large volume projects.
This actually allows for a GCD to cover the expense of lowering pumps or drilling new wells when needed.
The most recent legislative session included a bill that would allow these funds to be used in a neighboring
GCDs if the impacts from a project permitted by one GCD crossed over district lines and causes impacts in
the neighbor GCD; however, this bill does not allow for these funds to be used in a neighboring county if
there is no GCD in place there. I mentioned earlier that one of the well fields in the proposed TNVGCD
export project crosses into Houston County which does not have GCD. This means folks impacted on one
side of the county line (in Anderson County) could receive financial assistance to mitigate the impacts of
the proposed project should their well be impacted, but the folks on the other side of the county line (in
Houston County) will not have access to that financial assistance. If that isn’t incentive to have a ground-
water conservation district in your area, [ don’t know what is.

In closing, stay tuned! There is going to be no simple solution to solve all of Texas’ water needs, no silver
bullet so-to-speak. We will need to do our best to find fair solutions on how to address groundwater rights

When Mark Twain Said “Whiskey Was For Drinking, Water Was For

Fighting” He Couldn’t Have Been More Prescient

Continued From Page 6 — Legislation |the ability to pump thousands of gallons per minute from a well. This wasn’t

even conceivable when the East vs. Houston & Texas Central R.R. case gave
us the Rule of Capture in 1904. I think we can expect bills to be filed similar to those that were filed for the
Ist Special Session (even though they were not able to be addressed during the session because it was not
open to groundwater issues) and I think it is going to be quite a doozy. These were some of the bills filed in
the 1st Special Session:

o HB 215 — This bill put potential liability on well owners who are pumping more than 25,000 gallons per
day (gpd). This significantly impacts the Rule of Capture, which currently provides complete protection
for an entity no matter how much water is being pumped (with a few exceptions).

o HB 216 — This bill would have limited new export projects to a maximum of 5% of the Managed Avail-
able Groundwater (MAG). The MAG is a byproduct of the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) planning
process and essentially gives GCDs a water budget.

e HB 217 — This bill would have provided GCD’s liability immunity for permitting decisions. As it cur-
rently stands, the Rule of Capture protects a landowner who is pumping groundwater from neighboring
landowners no matter the impact (again with a few exceptions); however, a groundwater conservation
district has no protection from one of the neighboring landowners suing them for issuing a permit.

o HB 218 — This bill would have required that export projects are approved by neighboring GCDs before
permits are issued.

I heard a comment, second hand - so take with a grain of salt, that Senator Perry said that nobody will be
happy with regards to groundwater after the next session. I hope this means that his goal is a middle ground
of some sort and nothing too drastic. I think when neither side is happy after negotiations, it is because both
sides had to give a little.
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What Is A Static Water LCVGI? The Static Water Level is the distance from the surface of the ground down to the

water table when a well is not being pumped. This is sometimes called the resting water level. For example, a static water level reading
of -25 feet means that the distance from the ground down to the water table is 25 feet.

In the data on the following page, I have included a column indicating the amount of static water level change from the previous year.
If the number is positive, it means that the water level rose in that particular well. If the change is a negative number, it means that the
water level is lower than the previous year. Typically, large drops or rises are indicative of shallow wells that are susceptible and reactive

to wet and dry periods. Conversely, deep wells are very stable and often show little change in static water level even after long periods

of drought or periods of excessive precipitation.
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MOST RECENT STATIC WATER LEVEL DATA

State Wel Early W.L. Reading / 1vyear
ID County | Date Drilled | Well Depth |Year of W.L. Reading| Spring_2024| Fall_2024 |Spring_2025| change
6131901 |Hardin 1940 53 -38.79 1942 -4.45 -40.35 -6.62 -2.17
6135202 |Hardin 2003 363 -64 2003 -56.87 -57.35 -55.72 1.15
6144708 |Hardin 1957 72 -24.12 1942 -26.15 -26.88 -25.86 0.29
6145202 |Hardin 2009 220 -12 2009 -6.60 -11.00 -6.90 -0.30
6152601 |Hardin 1948 764 -21 1948 -24.59 -27.14 -28.15 -3.56
6154702 |Hardin 1951 1027 -23.94 1966 -28.18 -29.05 -28.00 0.18
6154805 |Hardin 1998 618 -60 1998 -30.2 -32.55 -27.77 2.43
6154704 |Hardin 2023 900 -37 2023 -32.88 -30.25

3657106 |Jasper 1938 20 -8.7 1997 -4.90 -8.90 -5.90 -1.00
3657702 |lasper 1994 378 -117.7 1997 -118.00 -115.55 2.45
3764402 |Jasper 1962 300 -114.3 -114 -110.83 -110.42 -108.15 2.68
3764404 |Jasper 1982 260 -66 1982 -46.85 -46.93 -43.40 3.45
3764503 |Jasper 1981 260 -33.2 1997 -33.73 -35.02 -29.54 4.19
6115205 |Jasper 1984 442 39.96 1984 41.24 40.08 41.92 0.68
6116204 |Jasper 1965 220 -51.7 1997 -50.86 -51.78 -50.17 0.69
6124610 |Jasper 1998 200 -33.16 2008 -30.34 -31.26 -29.56 0.78
6148209 |Jasper 1947 1295 -66.79 1956 -189.45 -191.51 -200.97 -11.52
6148221 |lasper pre 1956 671 -22.47 1956 -26.95 -28.43 -27.15 -0.20
6148801 |Jasper 1903 1084 -6.85 1960 -4.02 -9.12 -6.10 -2.08
6201803 |Jasper 1995 884 -85.1 1997 -82.85 -83.20 -81.55 1.30
6209105 |Jasper 1967 15 -4.15 1997 -0.55 -3.38 -1.86 -1.31
6209704 |lasper 1952 40 -35.84 1997 -34.18 -34.45 -33.61 0.57
6209902 |Jasper pre 1997 40 22.8 1997 -16.02 -22.10 -12.75 3.27
6217510 |Jasper pre 1997 140 -15.9 1997 -17.57 -18.60 -15.25 2.32
6217606 |lJasper 1964 70 -7.8 1997 -0.85 -6.15 -1.55 -0.70
6217707  |Jasper 1950 28 -9.35 1997 -2.37 -4.80 -2.43
6225405 |Jasper 1983 120 -58 1997 -58.12 -58.45 -57.20 0.82
6233603 |Jasper 1940 18 -14.7 1997 -5.77 -13.27 -9.10 -3.33
6140903 |Jasper 2002 802 -119 2002 -116.85 -116.20 -120.15 -3.30
6233702 |Jasper 1995 540 -65 1995 -64.32 -62.45 -66.58 -2.26
3659102 |Newton 2000 170 -98.76 2009 -97.92 -94.58 -92.55 5.37
6202902 |Newton pre 1999 24 -13.03 1999 -4.30 -12.15 -5.68 -1.38
6203204 |Newton 1979 645 -65.4 1994 -67.40 -66.60 -65.35 2.05
6203301 |Newton 1964 1050 -38.75 1992 -36.30 -37.20 -36.53 -0.23
6203704 |Newton 1989 640 -169 1989 -173.31 -173.70 -171.65 1.66
6210309 |Newton 1964 1218 -61.38 1993 -64.40 -64.10 -63.47 0.93
6210901 |Newton 1951 300 -13.68 1964 -16.50 -17.26 -15.42 1.08
6218103 |Newton 1980 208 -32.3 1992 -34.28 -37.60 -33.64 0.64
6242909 |Newton 1981 590 -39.15 1992 -37.50 -38.60 -37.25 0.25
6243406 |Newton 1981 598 -30 1981 -25.60 -27.57 -25.60 0.00
6250304 |Newton 1983 420 -40 1989 -37.44 -38.45 -37.00 0.44
6104401 |Tyler 1935 860 -169.39 1960 -159.75 -159.88 -159.52 0.23
6106705 |Tyler 1984 288 -145 1984 -148.05 -148.35 -149.40 -1.35
6112606 |Tyler 1960 250 -121.64 1964 -123.45 -123.87 -123.38 0.07
6113802 |Tyler 1951 582 -155 1953 -167.70 -165.25 -165.75 1.95
6115101 |Tyler 1964 68 -31.66 1964 -32.96 -33.15 -32.62 0.34
6129203 |Tyler pre 1953 30 -22.73 1953 -13.28 -23.00 -15.50 -2.22
6129503 |Tyler 2008 250 -20 2008 -16.12 -23.55 -16.50 -0.38
6130419 |Tyler pre 1965 22 -13.01 1965 -2.05 -10.05 -3.55 -1.50
6129804 |Tyler 1972 580 -22.92 2003 -29.15 -30.23 -27.80 1.35




The SETGCD

Did you know that the Gulf Coast Aquifer is also known as the Coastal Lowlands
Aquifer System. Also, it is not confined to the State of Texas. It extends from the

Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District
P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951
409) 383-1577, www.setged.org

«Suffix» «FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME)»

«ADDRESS 1»

«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

Texas/Mexico border all the way over to the Florida Panhandle.

'WATER
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Know your water, |

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 9, 2025
October 13, 2025

November 11, 2025
November 13, 2025

Nov. 27 & 28, 2025
Dec. 25 & 26, 2025
January 1, 2026
January 8, 2026

January 19, 2026
February 12, 2026

February 16, 2026

SETGCD — Regular meeting of the
Board, in Jasper, TX

Columbus Day — District office
closed

Veteran’s Day — District office closed

SETGCD — Regular meeting of the
Board, in Jasper, TX

Thanksgiving — District office closed
Christmas — District office closed

New Years Day—District office closed

SETGCD—Regular meeting of the
Board, location TBD

MLK Day—District office closed

SETGCD—Regular meeting of the
Board, location TBD

President’s Day—District office
closed

WATER FACTS

In an average gallon of average ocean

water, there is about 1 cup of salt. How-
ever, it does vary, with the Atlantic
Ocean being saltier than the Pacific
Ocean.

Everyone has heard that our bodies are
largely water but did you know that a
newborn is about 78% water and an
adult is 55% - 60% water.

A lot can live in a single drop of water.
There can be millions of bacteria and
viruses in one drop and can even have
fish eggs, plankton and small worms.

Another name for water is dihydrogen
monoxide.

Nuclear power plants typically use about
720 gallons of water per megawatt-hour
of electricity produced. Solar power uses
significantly less at about 1 gallon per
megawatt-hour and wind energy uses
virtually none.




District Non-Exempt Permit Holders
Fall 2025 Newsletter - Emailed and Mailed 9/29/2025

A B C G H K
1 |Water System Street City Contact First Contact Last Email Address
2
3
4 |A-Bar Properties, LLC 10265 County Line Rd. Willis Martin Arriola martarrio@aol.com
5 |Angelina and Neches River Authority 2901 N. John Redditt Dr. Lufkin Chris Key info@anra.org
6 |Artesian Springs 2518 CR 2016 Newton Brian Carroll artesianspringsresort@yahoo.com
7 |Batson Lumber Co. P.O. Box 444 Batson Ryan Leloux
8 |Blue Topaz Utilities P.O. Box 2927 Conroe Deanna Degeyter deanna@bluetopazutilities.com
9 |Bon Wier W.S.C. P.O. Box 167 Bon Wier Cody Jones Cody83jones@gmail.com
10 [Brookeland Fresh Water Supply District P.O. Box 5350 Jasper Joshua Culbert jculbert@bfwsd.com
11 |Buck Springs Bottled Water Co. 4829 US Hwy. 96 N. Jasper Heather Greer heather@buckspringstexas.com
12 |Bullock's Mobile Home Park P.O. Box 999 Silsbee Kevin Wilson kevinwilson982 @yahoo.com
13 |Buna ISD P.O. Box 1087 Buna Julie Motomura jmotomura@bunaisd.net
14 |Burkeville W.S.C. P.O. Box 220 Burkeville Tim bwaterl@windstream.net
15 |Cartwright Springs, LTD P.O. Box 3029 Sugarland Mona Parikh mparikh@jmrp.net
16 |Chester W.S.C. P.O. Box 87 Chester Dale Clamon cityofchester@eastex.net
17 |City of Beaumont 1550 Pine Street Beaumont Troy Pierce Troy.Pierce@beaumontTexas.gov
18 [City of Browndell P.O. Box 430 Brookeland Tyncie Brooks CityofBrowndell@yahoo.com
19 |City of Colmesneil P.O. Box 144 Colmesneil Keith Barnes cityofcolmesneil@valornet.com
20 |City of Jasper P.O. Box 610 Jasper Eric Rogers erogers@jaspertx.org
21 [City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville Robert Byerly rbyerly.cok@yahoo.com
22 |City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze Tim Drake tdkch@sbcglobal.net
23 [City of Newton 101 North Street Newton Donnie Meek Julie@newtontexas.org
24 |City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 East Silsbee Russell Hutto rhutto@cityofsilsbee.com
25 [City of Sour Lake 625 Hwy. 105 West Sour Lake Joey Keel Joeykeel@aol.com
26 |City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville Charles Odom Coon@woodyville-tx.gov
27 |Cooper, William - Windmill Estates P.O. Box 737 Woodville Marci Cooper windmillmobilehomeestates@gmail.com
28 |Cougar Country W.S.C 809 Cougar Country Buna Ronnie Hancock deal.amber@yahoo.com
29 |ArborGen, Inc. (fka Crown Pine Timber) 2027 CR 101 Jasper Michelle Morgan mdmorga@arborgen.com
30 |Cypress Creek W.S.C. P.O. Box 536 Woodville Elmer May ccws0285@hotmail.com
31 [Doucette Water System P.O. Box 952 Colmesneil Thomas & Danasa Rawls yaya2star@gmail.com
32 |East Texas Cypress Hills Assoc. (fka Net Mar) P.0.Box 8 Jasper Steve Streater 1981osucowboy@gmail.com
33 |Entergy Texas, Inc. - f/k/a East Texas Electric Coop 10055 Grogans Mill Rd, Parkw(The Woodlands| Tory Theriot ttherio@entergy.com
34 |Energy Transfer - ETC 428 CR 200 Brookeland Todd McGown tood.mcgown@energytransfer.com
35 |Evadale W.C. & I.D. #1 P.O. Box 149 Evadale Amber Deal deal.amber@yahoo.com
36 |ExxonMobil Oil Corporation 301 Old Choate Rd. Houston Carl/Ryan Cox/Magruder ryan.j.magruder@exxonmobil.com
37 |Hardin County W.C. & I.D. #1 101 PineGarden Lane Sour Lake Wayne Turk wturk253@gmail.com
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38 [Harrisburg WSC 514 CR 232 Jasper John Cole
39 |Harrisburg WSC P.O. Box 1324 Jasper Joshua Culbert hhjwatersupply@gmail.com
40 |H & H Timber Comapany, LLC P.O. Box 990 Jasper Ronald / Donna Hughes/Meek |ron@hhtimber.com
41 |Holly-Huff W.S.C. P.O. Box 1917 Jasper Joshua Culbert hhjwatersupply@gmail.com
42 |Andrew and Idania Cure (fka Hydro Farms, Inc.) 32507 Hwy. 105 Sour Lake Andrew and Idani/ Cure Hydroair@bellsouth.net
43 |Jamestown W.S.C. P.O. Box 886 Jasper Joshua Culbert hhjwatersupply@gmail.com
44 |Jasper County W.C. & |.D. #1 P.O. Box 1207 Buna Henry Ogden JCWCID1@sbcglobal.net
45 |JBD Burkeville, LLC (fka Runyan Rock) 9590 IH 10 Orange Danny Brian Danny@sabinepark.com
46 |Lake Livingston W.S. & S.S. P.O. Box 1149 Livingston Scott Saxe ssaxe@llwater.net
47 |Lakeside Water System P.O. Box 952 Colmesneil Thomas & Danasa Rawls yaya2star@gmail.com
48 |Leoffler Springs, Inc. 9653 FM 1005 Kirbyville Linda Taylor Lindalee0926 @gmail.com
49 |Little Big Horn Services 8029 FM 92 Silsbee Dolores Luke
50 [Little Hawks Early Childhood Center, Inc. P.O. Box 406 Sour Lake Christie Gieseke littlehawksearlychildhood@gmail.com
51 |Louisiana-Pacific Corp 5110 U.S. Hwy 190 East Jasper Kevin Honeycutt Kevin.Honeycutt@Ipcorp.com
52 [Lumberton M.U.D. P.O. Box 8065 Lumberton Robb Starr robbs@lumbertonmud.com
53 |Mauriceville M.U.D. 15509 FM 1442 Orange Brad Haeggquist generalmanager@mauricevillemud.com
54 [MeadWestvaco P.O. Box 816 Silsbee Steven Black steven.black@smurfitwestrock.com
55 |Merziere, James - Village Mills RV Park 123 North 9th Street Neederland James Merziere jithmezi@sbcglobal.net
56 [Texas Water Utilities, LP (fka Monach Utilities) 1812 Centre Creek Dr., Ste. 10( Austin Chuck Barry chuck.barry@nexuswg.com
57 |Ghost Road, LLC (fka Murphy Energy Services) 15237 Williams Dr. Saratoga Diane Murphy ghost.roadllc@yahoo.com
58 [North Hardin W.S.C. P.O. Box 55 Silsbee Bobby Rogers brogers@nhwsc.com
59 |Sislbee Holdings - dba Pine Meadow M.H.P. 46-E Peninsula Center #364  Rolling Hills Est¢ David Asemanfar dasemanfar@gmail.com
60 |Manfield Properties (Quail Valley Estates) P.O. Box 2076 Silsbee Manfieldproperties@gmail.com
61 [Pulice Construction, Inc. 2050 W. Sam Pkwy. Houston, { Houston Thomas Rodriguez jloza@pulice.com
62 [See City of Kountze - Ranchland Property Owners , P.O. Box 188 Kountze Tim Drake tdkch@sbcglobal.net
63 |Rayburn Country Club Redevelopment 6550 Tram Rd. Beaumont Joe Pennland joejr@gmat.com
64 [Rayburn Country M.U.D. P.O. Box 5309 Sam Rayburn |Charles Manicom ctmanicom@yahoo.com
65 |Rural W.S.C. P.O. Box 832 Jasper Jimmy Hensarling jdougharty@sbcglobal.net
66 [Seneca W.S.C. P.O. Box 27 Woodville James MacGinnis senecawater@att.net
67 |Southern Forest Products P.O. Box 207 Bon Wier Vicki Hall office@sfptexas.com
68 [South Hampton Resources, Inc. P.O. Box 1636 Silsbee Patrick Sayles psayles@trecchem.com
69 |South Jasper County W.S.C. P.O. Box 1939 Buna Gaylon Chesser sicwater@wildblue.net
70 [South Kirbyville Rural W.S.C. P.O. Box 189 Call Shane Mitchell skrwsc@sbcglobal.net
71 |South Newton W.S.C. P.O. Box 659 Deweyville Brandy Lane snw@att.net
72 (South Sabine W.S.C. 807 Fairdale Rd. Hemphill R.J. Wells sswsc@valornet.com
73 |Tall Timbers W.S.C. 436 Tall Timbers Burkeville Jim Hebert talltimberswsc@yahoo.com
74 |Georgia-Pacific WF & S, LLC 303 S. Temple Drive Diboll Patrick Miller
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75 [Terry Johnson 6343 Biscamp Road Silsbee Terry Johnson tjohnsoninc@gt.rr.com
76 |One Floral Group - Timberline P.O. Box 530 Hillister Samantha Connor sconner@onefloral.com
77 |Timberline Opportunity Fund 611 Chase Dr. Tyler Chris Boone Christopher.w.boone@gmail.com
78 |Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line, LLC. 29979 Hwy 105 Sour Lake Brandon Clayton Brandon.Clayton@williams.com
79 |Tyler County S.U.D. P.O Drawer 138 Spurger Jerry Lovelady generalmanager@tylercountywater.com
80 [UFP Retail, LLC (Universal Forest Products) 445 FM 92 Silsbee Michael Newsom Christopher.bach@ufpi.com
81 [See Timberline Opportunity - Umphrey Land & Cat P.O. Box 96 Hillister Sidney/Jill Allison/Dinger  sidney.allison@utexas.edu
82 |Undine Texas, LLC (formerly Pure Utility wells) 17681 Telge Rd. Cypress Sarah Carlock scarlock@undinellc.com
83 |Undine Texas, LLC (formerly Pure Utility wells) Eric Martin eric.martin@h20innovation.com
84 |Upper Jasper County Water Authority 269 C.R. 080 Jasper Shelley Vaught ujcwa80@gmail.com
85 |Village Mills Creek Property, LLC 26830 Kuykendahl Rd., Ste. 20 Tomball Rahim Maknojia rahim@fuelmaxx.net
86 |Warren W.S.C. P.O. Box 95 Warren Heather Brown warrenwater@sbcglobal.net
87 |West Hardin W.S.C. P.O. Box 286 Saratoga Robert Ryan whwsc@netzero.com
88 |Westview Investments, Inc. 21021 Spring Brook Plaza Dr., {Spring Nizarali Momin nizar@fuelmaxx.net
89 |Westwood W.S.C. 317 Wildbriar Drive Jasper Becky West wwscl2@gmail.com
90 |Wildwood Property Owners Assoc. P.O. Box 903 Village Mills John Ferguson kathy.wpoa@gmail.com
91 |Woodville Hardwoods P.O. Box 2144 Woodville Cody Anthony cody.woodvillehardwoods@gmail.com
92 [Woodbville Pellets, LLC 164 CR 1040 Woodville Elizabeth Denna Elizabeth.Denna@Graanulinvest.com
93 [John Martin P.O. Box 1407 Jasper John Martin jmartin@setgcd.org
94 [The Woods Mobile Home Park P.O. Box 181 Jasper Stephen McClure
95 (Slash C. Sawmill 2531 Old Brookeland Rd. Jasper Carroll Brian
96 |Pure Utilities, L.C. / See Undine Texas 207 W. Mill Street Livingston Stonewall Jackson pureutils@livingston.net
97 |Paradise Entertainment, Inc. P.O. Box 8006 Lumberton Jack Mossburg pat@pwoftexas.com
98 |Plains Exploration and Production, Co. 400 East Kaliste Saloom Rd., St Laffayette Jerome Meaux
99 |Mike Bruce 2364 FM 105, Evadale Racewa Evadale
100(Steve Simpson P.O. Box 570 Brookeland Steve Simpson
101|Milestone Environmenta Services (fka Oilfield Was 15721 Park Row #150 Houston Chris Carroll chriscarroll@milestone-es.com
102|Runyan Rock / See JBD Burkeville LLC P.O. Box 68 Newton Bric Barrow Barrow_surveying@yahoo.com
103]IESI Corporation P.O. Box 1509 Kountze Chancie Bailey Chancie.Bailey@progressivewaste.com
104|East Newton W.S.C. P.O. Box 956 Newton Michael Horn
105|East Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc P.O. Box 631623 Nacogdoches Edd Hargett
106|Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc. 2240 Bevil Loop Jasper Billy Caldwell bcaldwell@texas-ec.org
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1 First Name Last Name Position Entity Address 1 City State Zip Email
2 |Clark McLane Mayor City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper X 75951
3 |Mamie Horn Council Member City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper X 75951
4 [Bob Mayhar Council Member City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper TX 75951
5 |DeMarcus Holmes Council Member City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper X 75951
6 |Angel McCrosky Council Member City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper TX 75951
7 |Lequin Hilderbrand | Council Member City of Jasper 465 South Main Jasper TX 75951
8 |Fred Williams Mayor City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
9 [Glenn Matthews Mayor Pro-Tem City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
10 |Connie Winger Alderwoman City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze X 77625
11 |Jack Darden Alderman City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
12 |James Shirley Alderman City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
13 |Johnnie Daigle Alderwoman City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze X 77625
14 |Tim Drake City Administrator City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
15 [Josh Marble Public Works Directol City of Kountze P.O. Box 188 Kountze TX 77625
16 |Don Surratt Mayor City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
17 |Lynette Barks Councilman City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
18 |Kenneth Wahl Councilman City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
19 [Joey Schoen Councilman City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
20 |David Maniscalco | Mayor Pro-Tem City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
21 |Wayne Thomas Councilman City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
22 |Dan Bell Councilman City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
23 [Steve Clark City Manager City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
24 | Troy Whitehead City Engineer City of Lumberton 836 N. Main Lumberton TX 77657
25 |Joe Blacksher Commissioner Pct #1 Tyler County Commis Woodville | TX 75979 jblacksher@co.tyler.tx.us
26 |Doug Hughes Commissioner Pct #2 Tyler County Commis Woodville | TX 75979 BSS75979@yahoo.com
27 |Mike Marshall Commissioner Pct #3 Tyler County Commis 100 W. Bluff Woodville | TX 75979 mmarshall@co.tyler.tx.us
28 |Buck Hudson Commissioner PCt # Tyler County Commis Woodville | TX 75979 bhudson@co.tyler.tx.us
29 |Milton Powers County Judge Tyler County 100 W. Bluff St., Roorm Woodville | TX 75979
30 |Mark Allen County Judge Jasper County 121 N. Austin, Room 1 Jasper TX 75951
31 [Seth Martindale Commissioner Jasper County Comn 146 C.R. 80 Jasper X 75951
32 [Kevin Holloway Commissioner Jasper County Comn| 1867 FM 777 Jasper X 75951
33 |Willie Stark Commissioner Jasper County Comn 191 CR 411 Kirbyville X 75956
34 [Dennis Marks Commissioner Jasper County Commr P.O. Box 1914 Buna X 77612
35 [Ronald Cochran County Judge Newton County 110 Court Street Newton X 75966
36 |Danny Bentsen Commissioner Newton County Comr 129 C.R. 3073 Kirbyville X 75956
37 |Phillip White Commissioner Newton County Comr 988 FM 1415 N. Wiergate X 75977
38 |Prentiss Hopson Commissioner Newton County Comr 2240 St. Hwy. 87 N. |Newton TX 75966 Gary.Fomby@co.newton.tx.us
39 [Leonard Powell Commissioner Newton County Comr P.O. Box 1205 Deweyville ' TX 77614
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40 [Wayne McDaniel County Judge Hardin County 300 Monroe Street Kountze TX 77625
41 L. W. Cooper, Jr. Commissioner Hardin County Comm 1290 Hwy. 327 W. Silsbee TX 77656
42 |Chris Kirkendall Commissioner Hardin County Comm P.O. Box 1436 Kountze X 77625
43 |Amanda Young Commissioner Hardin County Comm P.O. Box 225 Saratoga X 77585
44 |Ernie Koch Commissioner Hardin County Comm 300 Monroe Street Kountze X 77625
45 |Amy Bythewood Mayor City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
46 |Mike Cabaniss Alderman City of Woodville 400 North Nellius Woodville | TX 75979
47 |Mandy Risinger City Administrator City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
48 |Joyce Wilson Mayor Pro-Tem City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
49 |Kelly Dillard Alderwoman City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
50 |Paula Jones Alderwoman City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
51 [Lee Mann Alderman City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
52 [Charles Odom Public Works Directoi City of Woodville 400 West Bluff Woodville | TX 75979
53 |Bobby Tull Council Member City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 Carolyn.Williams@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
54 [Chuck Vonderlin Council Member City of Ivanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 jmcwhorter@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
55 |Justin Gregory Council Member City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville |TX 75979 Justin.Gregory@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
56 [Skip Blackstone Mayor City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 Skip.blackstone@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
57 |Karen Fidler Council Member City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 David.Herrington@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
58 |Joe McWhorter |Mayor Pro-Tem City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 Will. Warren@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
59 |C.D. Woodrone City Secretary City of lvanhoe 870 Charmaine Dr. E. |Woodville | TX 75979 Cityoflvanhoe@cityofivanhoe.texas.gov
60 |William Bass Mayor Pro-Tem City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 MW Muck1956@gmail.com
61 | Thomas Tyler Councilman City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656
62 |Curt Woodard Councilman City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 wmbass1957@gmail.com
63 |Paul Davis Councilman City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 pauld@paulyleadslinger.com
64 |Tina Holman Councilman City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 cash3205@aol.com
65 |Danny Reneau Mayor City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 direneau52@gmail.com
66 |Bruce Kay Councilman City of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 roygravis@icloud.com
67 |DeeAnn Zimmerman | City Manager Ciity of Silsbee 1220 Hwy. 327 E. Silsbee TX 77656 DeeAnn@cityofsilsbee.com
68 |John Pollock Mayor City of Newton 101 North Street Newton TX 75966 mayor@newtontexas.org
69 |Donnie Meek City Administrator City of Newton 101 North Street Newton X 75966
70 [Dusty Spivey Councilman City of Newton 101 North Street Newton TX 75966
71 |Joe Miller Councilman City of Newton 101 North Street Newton TX 75966
72 |Joni Miller Councilman City of Newton 101 North Street Newton TX 75966
73 |Tommy Westbrook Councilman City of Newton 101 North Street Newton X 75966 _
74 [James Bean Councilman City of Newton 101 North Street Newton X 75966
75 |Frank George Mayor City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville TX 75956
76 [Daryl Cheney Lead Operator City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville TX 75956
77 |Laura Adams Mayor Pro-Tem City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville X 75956
78 [Andra Grant Councilman City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville X 75956
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79 [Vondol Bailey Councilman City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville TX 75956
80 [Frank Erimias Councilman City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville X 75956
81 |[Amanda Gates Councilman City of Kirbyville 107 S. Elizabeth Kirbyville TX 75956
82 [Duane Crews Mayor City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
83 [Bubba Sheffield Mayor Pro-Tem City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
84 [Dennis Moffett Alderman City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
85 [Gene Allen Alderman City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
86 [Billy Andrus Alderman City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
87 |Virgie Barnes Alderman City of Colmesneil 204 West Elder Colmesneil TX 75938
88 [Venki Vuddameri Professor Lamar University Beaumont TX 77712 vuddameri@lamar.edu
89 |Sam Ashworth Director SETGCD 954 Tucker Hill Rd. Silsbee X 77656
90 [Wendy Turner Director SETGCD P.O. Box 816 Silsbee TX 77656
91 |Olen Bean Director SETGCD 156 Private Rd. 8031 Newton TX 75966
92 |Mike Adams SETGCD 3507 Highway 87 Nortl Newton TX 75966
93 |Robert C. Woods SETGCD Rt. 1, Box 1546 Newton TX 75966
94 [Cody Jones Director SETGCD 101 North Street Newton X 75966
95 [Julie Simmons-Carr SETGCD 101 North Street Newton TX 75966
96 |Bobby Rogers Treasurer/Secretary | SETGCD P.O. Box 55 Silsbee X 77656
97 |Roger Fussell Vice President SETGCD P.O. Box 8065 Lumberton |TX 77657
98 [Charles Zimmerman | Director SETGCD 298 CR 2152 Woodville | TX 75979
99 [Jim Boone Director SETGCD 1930 CR 2570 Colmesneil TX 75938
100|Greg Wobbe Director SETGCD
101|Robert Nichols Senator 329 Neches Street Jacksonville TX 75766
102|Dade Phelan Representative 812 N. 16th Street Orange TX 77630
103| Trent Ashby Representative 2915 Atkinson Dr. Lufkin X 75901
104|Earnest Bailes Representative P.O. Box 1116 Shepherd | TX 77371
105| Travis Clardy Representative 202 E. Pilar Nacogdoche TX 75961
106{James White Representative 75901 James.White@TFSC.Texas.Gov
107|Roy Parker 7397 FM 777 Jasper X 75951
108|Silsbee Bee 404 Hwy. 96 South Silsbee X 77656
109[Tyler County Booster P.O. Box 339 Woodville | TX 75979
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1 Suffix LAST NAME FIRST NAME ADDRESS 1 CITY STATE ZIP COUNTY
2
3 |Mr. Bell Evan 2455 Cardinal Dr, St. Beaumont X 77705 | Jefferson ebelldrilling82@gmail.com
4 |Mr. Bishop Nathan P.O. Box 1186 Newton X 75966 Newton
5 |Mr. Bishop David 622 CR 2049 Newton X 75966 Newton simmonsdrilling@yahoo.com
6 |Mr. Bowman Harold 925 Scott Drive Vidor X 77662 Orange
7 |Mr. Brevard Daniel 523 FM 1819 Pollok TX 75969 Angelina
8 |Mr. Britton Claude P.O. Box 12114 Beaumont X 77726 Jefferson
9 |Mr. Britton Steven P.O. Box 12114 Beaumont X 77726 | Jefferson
10 |Mr. Bryson Harry P.O. Box 213 Winnie > 77665
11 |Mr. Bufkin Stephen 2425 FM 3229 Bronson X 75930 Sabine
12 |Mr. Casarez Patrick 914 North Washingto|Cleveland TX 77327 Liberty
13 [Mr. Chapman Keith 16693 Hwy. 147 N. |Broaddus X 75929 San Augustine
14 |Mr. Dodds Keith 1609 S. Chestnut, Ste Lufkin X 75901 | Angelina
15 [Mr. Elms Thomas P.O. Box 12114 Beaumont > 77726 | Jefferson
16 |Mr. English James 2403 North Raguet SiLufkin X 75904 | Angelina
17 [Mr. English Ronald 2403 North Raguet Si Lufkin X 75904 Angelina
18 |Mr. Gilbert Marvin 22502 Hwy. 105 E. |Cleveland X 77328 Liberty
19 |Mr. Gore Dale 1972 FM 92 Silsbee X 77656 Hardin Daleswaterwells@yahoo.com
20 [Mr. Greak James P.O. Box 92 Liberty X 77575 Liberty
21 [Mr. Griffin Donald 2598 Blue Water Rd. Livingston X 77351 Polk
22 |Mr. Guichard Lance P.O. Box 2000 Crowley LA 70527
23 |Mr. Holmes Kenneth 8625 Hwy. 69 S. Kountze X 77625 Hardin Holmessupply@yahoo.com
24 [Ms. Holt Geneva 4112 FM 1005 Jasper X 75951 Jasper
25 |Mr. Jones Whit 1555 Evangeline Dr. Vidor X 77662 Orange wmjones73@gmail.com
26 |Mr. Jones Bobby 408 CR 018 Jasper TX 75951 Jasper
27 |Mr. Lewis Brandon Newton X Newton office@beanconstruct.net
28 [Mr. McDaniel Boyd P.O. Box 1149 Livingston X 77351 Polk
29 [Mr. Mizell Ronald 58 CR 3011 Dayton TX 77535 Liberty
30 [Mr. Newman Mitchell 4112 FM 1005 Jasper TX 75951 Jasper
31 [Mr. Odom Michael 9021 Oak Rd. Orange X 77630 Orange
32 [Mr. Padgett Albert 5650 Jefferson St.  Vidor TX 77662 Orange
33 [Mr. Paskell Keith 235 Decker Vidor X 77662 Orange
34 [Mr. Payne Dillin 408 CR 018 Jasper X 75951 Jasper
35 |Mr. Payne Jason 1967 CR 661 Dayton TX 77535 Liberty
36 [Mr. Peters Danny Rt. 1, Box 68 Kirbyville X 75956 Jasper
37 |Mr. Robinson Norman 235 Decker Rd. Vidor TX 77662 Orange
38 [Mr. Primo Trejo P.O. Box 675 Belleville X 77418
39 [Mr. Stevenson Jason 1985 Dublin Vidor X 77662 Orange
40 [Mr. Turk Mitch P.O. Box 1012 Silsbee X 77656 Hardin mitchdturk@hotmail.com
41 [Mr. Vanya David 3820 St. Hwy. 146 S. | Livingston X 77351 Polk
42 |Mr. Vanya John 300 Jack Nettles Rd. Livingston X 77351|Polk
43 [Mr. West Randy P.O. Box 82 Batson TX 77519 Hardin
44 |Mr. Williams Jon 336 Dickens Oaks W, Livingston X 77351 Polk
45 |Mr. Willoughby Matthew 2455 Cardinal Dr, St. Beaumont TX 77705 Jefferson
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46 [Mr. Wilson Jackie 7247 FM 252 Jasper TX 75951 Jasper
47 |Mr. Wright Curtis 6105 Rookin St. Houston TX 77074 Harris
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BIG CHANGES AHEAD (Relatively Speaking)

The Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District (SETGCD) is gearing
up for some changes in the near future. As water issues are becoming more and
more complex our “little” District will be experience some growth. First and
foremost, the District will soon be on the look for a second full time employee.
We have been extremely lucky (blessed in my opinion) to have been able to
manage the District with only 1 full-time employee for the past 18 years, but it
is now time to add staff to assist in managing the District. Earlier I use the
word “little” in parenthesis because our District is far from little. The
SETGCD is one of the largest groundwater districts in Texas. Due to some
district’s having irregular boundaries, we can only estimate, but I believe our
District is the 11th largest groundwater district out of 100 (including the sub-
sidence districts). Keeping up with the normal day to day operations of the
District on the local level, added to all of the requirements that groundwater
districts are required to participate in on the regional level, and preparing for
area growth, the District needs more hands at the ready.

Another big change will be that we will likely have a new address in the near
future. The District has been graciously pro-
vided office space by Jasper County for nearly

Continued on Page 2— Big Changes

ARE LARGE VOLUME GROUNDWATER
EXPORT PROJECTS THE NEW NORM!?

district. It was learned that one of the
two well fields extends down out of

Late last year the Trinity and Neches
Valleys Groundwater Conservation
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District (TNVGCD), which is located
a little north of us and includes Hen-
derson, Anderson, and Cherokee
Counties, received applications for
permits from two entities (same parent
company known as C.E.M.), and the
applications were deemed administra-
tively complete on April 17 of this
year. The applications were for 43
wells located on two separate large
tracts of land. The applicants are re-
questing that the TNVGCD provide
permits to allow for over 15 billion
gallons of groundwater to be pumped
and exported to places outside of their

Anderson County into Houston Coun-
ty, which does not have a groundwater
conservation district (GCD), adding
approximately another 5 billion gal-
lons per year to the project for a total
of over 20 billion gallons a year.

Groundwater Conservation Districts
are charged with a myriad of tasks in
their efforts to manage the groundwa-
ter resources. Among these tasks are:
to conserve, preserve, protect, re-
charge, and prevent waste of ground-
water, and to control subsidence
caused by the withdrawal of ground-
| Continued on Page 3 — Export Projects.. |
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NEW DIRECTOR: PAUL ANDRUES

Mr. Paul Andrues was appointed earlier this year to fill the position longtime
Director Sam Ashworth held after he stepped down from the board (having
served for 15 years). Mr. Andrues was born in Beaumont and is a fifth gener-
ation Texan. He has an extensive educational background with degrees from
Lamar University, Louisiana State University, and recently added a Masters
Degree from Georgetown University. Mr. Andrues is currently a land devel-
oper and custom home builder and is actively involved with numerous pro-
fessional organizations (Rotarian, Lamar Univ. advisory board, and Texas
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Assoc. to name a few).

Paul’s number one interest in life is his family, which includes his wife
Shelly and Daughter Bethany. Bethany is currently attending LSU and she
and Paul spend as much time as possible watching football. When not busy
with one of his professional organizations or the family, Paul spends his time
hunting and fishing along with tending to his 120 head of cattle.

Mr. Andrues was appointed by the Hardin County Commissioner’s Court to represent the agricultural / in-
dustrial stakeholder group.

Continued From Page 1 — Big Changes | tWO decades now, and the District cannot be more grateful to the county
for being such a wonderful host; however, with the addition of at least one
new employee, we will need additional space. The District hopes to find a space that will meet all of our
current needs, including space for monthly meetings (which requires a moderately large space as we have
13 board members), as well as room to grow if/when needed in the future.

Many of you are already aware of this, but another change is that our fees '
will be increasing. Our standard production fee for permitted non-exempt [ .
wells will be increased 1/2 cent per 1,000 gallons pumped as of October 1, s

2025. This will make our total production fee of 1.5 cents per 1,000 gallons
pumped. The District has also increased export fees for water being direct-
ly transported out of the District (this can be via tanker or pipeline). The
export fee is two tiered and it is in addition to the production fee. The first
tier of the export fee is 0 — 120 million gallons per year and will be 1 cent
per 1,000 gallons pumped. The second tier of the export fee is anything
above 120 million gallons per year and the fee will be 20 cents per 1,000
gallons pumped (with an automatic 3% increase each year). The steep in-
crease in the export fee came about by way of the Texas Legislature and is
meant to give groundwater districts the financial ability to better utilize sci- £ =
ence and modeling, as well as monitoring our groundwater resources (such
as the subsidence monitoring site the District installed just south of Buna
earlier this year — see photo). The legislature saw a need for the export fee due to impacts from what is
known as the Vista Ridge project (more information on this in the “Are Large Volume Groundwater Export
Projects The New Norm article).

Please be assured that the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District has not taken these fee in-
creases lightly, and have only done so out of necessity. Even with the production fee increase to 1.5 cents
per 1,000 gallons, no other east Texas GCD has a production fee lower than ours. In fact, no other district
in east Texas has a production fee of less than 2.5 cents per 1,000 gallons, some GCDs are over 8 cents per
1,000 gallons, with the average production fee being about 5.5 cents per 1,000 gallons pumped.

We will keep you posted with any and all pertinent changes to the mailing address or phone numbers.

Wed. 1 Oct 2025 9:16:14
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water. This is not a simple undertaking when you consider all the other
elements a GCD must take into consideration such as the development of
the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) and the required nine considerations associated with the development
of the DFCs (as required by Chapter 36.108), one of which is private property rights. Throw in the Rule of
Capture, which provides that a landowner can use as much water as he can bring to the surface if used for a
beneficial use, and who cannot be held liable for the damage caused to neighboring water wells. As you
might imagine, it can be very difficult to balance so many variables in the pursuit of managing groundwater.
There are several caveats to the Rule of Capture, the main one being the ability of a groundwater conserva-
tion districts to be created to oversee the management of the relevant aquifer. Groundwater Conservation
District must take into account many different factors when making decisions about permitting wells, and
simply denying permits out of hand is not possible (unless prepared for a court challenge and “takings
claim”). Groundwater Conservation Districts must base permitting decisions on science and data.

Continued from page 1 — Export Projects |

Today, Texas is growing at a pace that is almost unimaginable. It is estimated that over 1,000 people are
moving to Texas every day, and although now a cliche, it is worth pointing out that “none of them are bring-
ing any water with them”. Now add all the new industry being developed such as Data and Al centers
(which can use between 300,000 and 4,000,000 gallons a day) and we are expecting a significant shortage of
water across the State as we progress through the next several decades.

Finding ways to meet the water needs of the State has been a hot topic the last several years. Senator
Charles Perry has been leading the charge to, among other things, make more grant and low interest money
available for water infrastructure projects within the State. The private sector is also getting involved, both
to capitalize on Texas’ need for water and to assist in getting water from places that have it to places that
don’t. In the groundwater realm, we call these export projects. An export project can be as simple as a few
thousand gallons per month being pumped from a GCD and either trucked to somewhere else (typically
spring water is trucked) or, and as is becoming more and more common, billions of gallons per year being
pumped from one GCD, via pipeline, to an area of need. When these projects originate in an area that has a
GCD, it plays a very important role in managing the resource with the overall idea of not denying the permit
request, but managing the available resource and the potential impacts of these large projects.

Sharing Texas’ water resources is important, however, this shouldn’t be done in a manner that is detrimental
to the area of origin. Texas has 9 major aquifers and 22 minor ones, all of which have varying capabilities
and properties. A large volume project that may drop water levels significantly in one aquifer but only cause
a minor drop in another aquifer, or it may cause subsidence in one but not the other. Here in our District, we
have the Gulf Coast Aquifer System. It is very generous with the volumes of water that can be withdrawn,
but care must be taken as the Gulf Coast Aquifer is very susceptible to subsidence (hence the reason for the
Harris-Galveston, and Fort Bend subsidence districts which share the same aquifer). It is imperative that we
find the balance: how much is safe to pump, how much can/should be available for export, and consideration
of private property rights.

Large groundwater export projects seem to be an inevitability. We can look to the Vista Ridge project which
is permitted to pump 50,000 acre feet of water per year from the Post Oak Savannah GCD (specifically from
Burelson County) 142 miles away to Bexar County. Water level declines related to this project caused some
wells in the area to have their well pumps lowered and in some instances a new well may need to be drilled.
This project came online in early 2020 and it has been reported that some wells have seen significant water
level declines in a short period of time (some reported declines are over 100 ft.). Opponents say the ground-
water being taken from the rural area is being used to subsidize lawn watering in San Antonio. Proponents
say it is securing San Antonio’s water supplies and reducing pressure on the Edwards Aquifer.

Another more recent proposed project is in the Brazos Valley GCD (Robertson and Brazos Counties) where
the district is finalizing a settlement/approval of a 50,000 acre feet per year groundwater project. This export
project will allow for the export of water from the Brazos Valley GCD to Williamson County. One way in
which the district is managing the impacts in this instance is by not approving
the full amount to be pumped from the start. It will begin with about half of

| Continued on Page 7—Export Projects
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS

As you can see from the September 14, 2025 U.S. Palmer
Drought Severity Index Map (P.D.S.I.), generally speaking
East Texas is experiencing near normal conditions. However,
much of the area over the past 4—6 weeks has seen below nor-
mal precipitation. This is illustrated in the September 18,
2025 U.S. Drought Monitor “Texas” Map. As you can see it
has begun showing the western portion of the District
(Hardin and Tyler Counties) as abnormally dry. Fortunately,
much of the area received above average precipitation during

the first half of the year and most areas are on pace to meet or 4t 11915 Gny
exceed normal annual precipitation amounts (which is 52 — T, R,
54 inches) with some areas of the District already exceeding

Drought Severity Index
Value for the September 14 - 20, 2025
Long Term Palmer

1tana|

the annual average.

U.S. Drought Monitor S 16 208 How the remainder of the year will play out with regard to rain-
(Foieased Thursday. Sep. 18, 202%) . . . .
Texas Wasam £OF fall is, of course, unknown. Even today, predicting the weather is

very difficult. For example, it was predicted that we would have a
very active hurricane season this year; however, for only the 2nd
time since 1950, there were no named storms on the peak day of
hurricane season. Overall, the drought situation state wide is cur-

intenaiy

rently “better” than it has been in several years.

If we go back to mid-April and look at the U.S. Drought Monitor

Map (not shown) the data is drastically different. 82% of the
e state was experiencing drought conditions, of which 46% was in
L2 @ @ &| the severe or worse category, and nearly 17% in the highest cate-
domhmene*® | gory, D4 exceptional drought. Currently only 11% is experienc-

ing sever or worse conditions, with only 0.29% in the D4 exceptional category.

SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK

As you can see from the September 18, 2025, U.S. Season- | U.S. Seasonal Drought OUtIook q o saptember 15 - pecember 31, 2025
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released Sepiember 18, 2025

al Drought Outlook map, due to the last 4—6 weeks of -

relatively dry weather (as mentioned above) the majority of )

Texas has begun to dry out and the development of some

drought conditions are expected across most of the state

over the next 90 day period.

[t is possible that we will see the expected drought condi-
tions pass quickly as the most recent short term precipita-
tion probability maps (not shown) indicate average or
above average chances of precipitations over the next sev-
eral weeks. That being said, the 30 and 90 day precipita- 7 i e b

tion maps still indicate that we may have a dry fall/early S 7R > - E @&

b

o9y Drought remaing,
-\ st Improwe

Orought remaval Nty

Brought development likeh)

|- - usa.goviIeZTY

winter.
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CONSERVATION CORNER: WINTER CONSERVATION TIPS

Cooler weather is on the way which means winter isn’t far off. Don't let the cold weather catch you unprepared! Alt-
hough it doesn’t happen too often here in Southeast Texas, once or twice a year we experience a freeze hard enough to
cause water pipes to burst. Not only is it an inconvenience, but a burst water pipe can waste thousands of gallons of
water before you even realize it has happened. However, you can cross that off your list of winter worries by taking a
few simple precautions to prevent waste and conserve water.

Disconnect and drain outdoor hoses. Detaching a hose allows water to drain from the faucet. Otherwise, a single, hard
overnight freeze can burst either the faucet or the pipe to which it's connected.

In the house, seal off access doors, air vents and cracks. Winter winds whistling through overlooked openings can
quickly freeze exposed water pipes. It is very important to insulate pipes or faucets in unheated areas. If you have pipes
in an attic, unheated garage or cold crawl space under the house, wrap the water pipes before temperatures plummet.
Hardware or building supply stores will have good pipe insulating materials available.

Consider using electrical “pipe heating cable”. These very thin cables run a low
voltage current along the length of the cable, thereby warming the pipe. It is very
useful in attics and crawl spaces if an electrical outlet is readily accessible. Newer
manufactured houses often come with outlets underneath the home specifically
meant for pipe heating cable. Take advantage of that feature. It is inexpensive
(especially compared to the cost of a burst pipe) and comes in many deferent
lengths for easy custom installations.

Don’t forget any water lines you may have running to a garden or livestock trough.
Be sure that these pipes get extra attention. Since we don't always notice these
pipes, it could be hours or even days before you realize a pipe has burst. Make it a
habit to inspect all your connections after any freeze event.

AF Be sure to know the location of the main water shutoff. If a pipe bursts this valve

turns off the water, so find it now and be sure everyone in the family knows where
it is and what it does. Also, it is a good idea to keep the plumber's telephone number handy, just in case. Write it down
now before you need it in an emergency.

As counter intuitive as it may seem, in severe cold weather you may want to allow a faucet to drip a small continuous
stream. Although this may seem to be a waste of water, it is better to lose these few gallons per hour than potentially
hundreds of gallons per hour if the pipe bursts. Additionally, you can put a bowl or pail in place to catch the water
which can be used to water plants the next day.

After a hard freeze keep an eye out for any signs of leaks. Sometimes the pipes
don’t burst, but a joint may be damaged by the expansion and contraction of the
frozen water and cause a less noticeable leak. Don’t forget to check your outside
plumbing as well. A broken one inch water line to a livestock trough can easily
allow hundreds of gallons of water to be wasted.

If you have a water line freeze and you know where the freeze occurred, you may
want to try thawing it yourself. Do not under any circumstance use a torch with
an open flame as this is a major fire hazard. Also, overheating a single spot can
burst the pipe, and heating a soldered joint could cause it to leak or come apart
completely. Be very careful. Also, try typing your specific situation into a web-
browser to learn about the best way to solve your particular issue (i.e. “thawing
frozen pvc pipes”).

The easiest tool to use for thawing pipes is a hair dryer. Wave the warm air back and forth along the pipe, not concen-
trated on one spot. If you don't have a hair dryer, you can wrap the frozen section with rags or towels and pour hot wa-
ter over them. It's messy, but it works.

Remember, taking steps to prevent pipe freezes saves you time, inconvenience, and money, and prevents waste of a vi-
tal resource — Water.

For more information on water conservation ideas visit the Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District’s Web-
site at https://setged.org/ or the Texas Water Development Board’s site at https://www.twdb.texas.gov/conservation/
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89TH TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION COMES TO A CLOSE
90TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION PROMISING TO BE A DOOZY

The 89 legislative session came to a close this year with the success-
ful passage of House Joint Resolution 7 (HJR 7) and Senate Bill 7
(SB 7). Both bills received unanimous passage through the Senate
and nearly unanimous passage through the House. HJR 7 is being
called a generational investment in our water infrastructure, allocat-
ing 1 billion dollars a year for the next 20 years. HJR 7 must be ap-
proved first by the Texas voters as it requires an amendment to the
Texas Constitution and will be done so via Proposition 4 (Prop 4) on
the November ballot. Please be sure to consider voting for Prop 4 as
it will provide another avenue for water infrastructure projects to be
funded, including water, wastewater, and flood mitigation.

HB 7 updates the framework of the Texas Water Fund which will
provide the Texas Water Development Board additional support in
providing assistance on water projects across the state. This in-
cludes additional financial assistance through the Economically Distressed Areas Programs which will offer
grants and low interest loans to underserved and low-income areas. Another similar bill, House Bill 500
(HB 500) will also provide a significant boost in funds to water related projects, a one time only allocation
in the amount of 2.6 billion dollars.

The upcoming 90th legislative session is promising to be quite an interesting one with regard to groundwater
legislations. The Trinity and Neches Valleys Groundwater Conservation District (TNVGCD) is in the pro-
cess of addressing permit requests for over 40 high capacity wells to be drilled, with the water likely to be
exported out of the district to urban areas around the greater Dallas area. When the notice of public hearing
was published for this project it received quite a bit of attention including from Representative Cody Harris
(who is also the Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee), Representative Trent Ashby, and Sena-
tor Robert Nichols. Additionally the TNVGCD received over 6,000 “notices of intent to contest” the per-
mits. Needless to say, the proposed project is not very popular.

Representative/Chairman Harris held a public hearing at the Capitol in July on the proposed export project
in the TNVGCD and several bills were filed (even though the first special session was not opened to
groundwater issues). Although Governor Abbott did not open the 2nd Special Session for broad discussion
on groundwater and export projects, he did open the session to allow discussion specifically for considera-
tion of the proposed export project in the TNVGCD. House Bill 27 was filed to address this issue. It was
sponsored by Representative/Chairman Harris and several others and would have required that the Texas
Water Development Board complete a groundwater study related to the TNVGCD and imposed a moratori-
um on permitting any export projects until after the study was complete (approximately 2 years). The bill
made it through the House very quickly, but ran into trouble in the Senate. It appeared that the bill wouldn’t
make it out of the senate committee so an amendment was made so that it could progress out of committee
with the hopes of a compromise bill later. The amendment removed the moratorium language and eventual-
ly died in the Conference Committee as a compromise was not made before an abrupt end of the 2nd Special
Session.

What I am seeing and hearing from all of this is that as the need for water increases, the battles for water
will too. And I believe that there will be some interesting “battles™ in the next legislative session. There has
been realistic talk about changes to the Rule of Capture. The Rule of Capture is the base common law that
gives Texans that right to the water under their property. Many are pointing out that when the Rule of Cap-
ture was adopted via the Texas Supreme Court by way of the East vs. Houston
& Texas Central R.R. case, there was no such thing as an export project, nor

| Continued on Page 7 — Legislation |
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Continued From Page 3— Export Projects |the volume being available until 2034, at which time it will increase to
about 80% of the total, and then the final increase to the maximum in
2039. This will allow for the Brazos Valley GCD to monitor the project over time and to investigate im-
pacts from the project as it grows.

The Vista Ridge project, the first of the large export projects brought online in Texas, caused such impacts
in a short amount of time, that over the past two legislative sessions bills have been passed to allow GCDs
to collect an export fee of 20 cents per 1,000 gallons (with a 3% a year increase) and encourage the use of
these funds to be utilized in monitoring and mitigation of the impacts from these large volume projects.
This actually allows for a GCD to cover the expense of lowering pumps or drilling new wells when needed.
The most recent legislative session included a bill that would allow these funds to be used in a neighboring
GCDs if the impacts from a project permitted by one GCD crossed over district lines and causes impacts in
the neighbor GCD; however, this bill does not allow for these funds to be used in a neighboring county if
there is no GCD in place there. I mentioned earlier that one of the well fields in the proposed TNVGCD
export project crosses into Houston County which does not have GCD. This means folks impacted on one
side of the county line (in Anderson County) could receive financial assistance to mitigate the impacts of
the proposed project should their well be impacted, but the folks on the other side of the county line (in
Houston County) will not have access to that financial assistance. If that isn’t incentive to have a ground-
water conservation district in your area, [ don’t know what is.

In closing, stay tuned! There is going to be no simple solution to solve all of Texas” water needs, no silver
bullet so-to-speak. We will need to do our best to find fair solutions on how to address groundwater rights

When Mark Twain Said “Whiskey Was For Drinking, Water Was For

Fighting” He Couldn’t Have Been More Prescient

the ability to pump thousands of gallons per minute from a well. This wasn’t
even conceivable when the East vs. Houston & Texas Central R.R. case gave
us the Rule of Capture in 1904. I think we can expect bills to be filed similar to those that were filed for the
Ist Special Session (even though they were not able to be addressed during the session because it was not
open to groundwater issues) and I think it is going to be quite a doozy. These were some of the bills filed in
the 1st Special Session:

| Continued From Page 6 — Legislation |

o HB 215 — This bill put potential liability on well owners who are pumping more than 25,000 gallons per
day (gpd). This significantly impacts the Rule of Capture, which currently provides complete protection
for an entity no matter how much water is being pumped (with a few exceptions).

e HB 216 — This bill would have limited new export projects to a maximum of 5% of the Managed Avail-
able Groundwater (MAG). The MAG is a byproduct of the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) planning
process and essentially gives GCDs a water budget.

e HB 217 — This bill would have provided GCD’s liability immunity for permitting decisions. As it cur-
rently stands, the Rule of Capture protects a landowner who is pumping groundwater from neighboring
landowners no matter the impact (again with a few exceptions); however, a groundwater conservation
district has no protection from one of the neighboring landowners suing them for issuing a permit.

o HB 218 — This bill would have required that export projects are approved by neighboring GCDs before
permits are issued.

I heard a comment, second hand - so take with a grain of salt, that Senator Perry said that nobody will be
happy with regards to groundwater after the next session. I hope this means that his goal is a middle ground
of some sort and nothing too drastic. I think when neither side is happy after negotiations, it is because both
sides had to give a little.
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What Is A Static Water Level? The Static Water Level is the distance from the surface of the ground down to the

water table when a well is not being pumped. This is sometimes called the resting water level. For example, a static water level reading
of -25 feet means that the distance from the ground down to the water table is 25 feet.

In the data on the following page, I have included a column indicating the amount of static water level change from the previous year.
If the number is positive, it means that the water level rose in that particular well. If the change is a negative number, it means that the
water level is lower than the previous year. Typically, large drops or rises are indicative of shallow wells that are susceptible and reactive
to wet and dry periods. Conversely, deep wells are very stable and often show little change in static water level even after long periods

of drought or periods of excessive precipitation.
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MOST RECENT STATIC WATER LEVEL DATA

State Wel Early W.L. Reading / 1vyear
ID County | Date Drilled | Well Depth |Year of W.L. Reading| Spring_2024| Fall_2024 |Spring_2025| change
6131901 |Hardin 1940 53 -38.79 1942 -4.45 -40.35 -6.62 -2.17
6135202 |Hardin 2003 363 -64 2003 -56.87 -57.35 -55.72 1.15
6144708 |Hardin 1957 72 -24.12 1942 -26.15 -26.88 -25.86 0.29
6145202 |Hardin 2009 220 -12 2009 -6.60 -11.00 -6.90 -0.30
6152601 |Hardin 1948 764 -21 1948 -24.59 -27.14 -28.15 -3.56
6154702 |Hardin 1951 1027 -23.94 1966 -28.18 -29.05 -28.00 0.18
6154805 |Hardin 1998 618 -60 1998 -30.2 -32.55 -27.77 2.43
6154704 |Hardin 2023 900 -37 2023 -32.88 -30.25

3657106 |Jasper 1938 20 -8.7 1997 -4.90 -8.90 -5.90 -1.00
3657702 |lasper 1994 378 -117.7 1997 -118.00 -115.55 2.45
3764402 |Jasper 1962 300 -114.3 -114 -110.83 -110.42 -108.15 2.68
3764404 |Jasper 1982 260 -66 1982 -46.85 -46.93 -43.40 3.45
3764503 |Jasper 1981 260 -33.2 1997 -33.73 -35.02 -29.54 4.19
6115205 |Jasper 1984 442 39.96 1984 41.24 40.08 41.92 0.68
6116204 |Jasper 1965 220 -51.7 1997 -50.86 -51.78 -50.17 0.69
6124610 |Jasper 1998 200 -33.16 2008 -30.34 -31.26 -29.56 0.78
6148209 |Jasper 1947 1295 -66.79 1956 -189.45 -191.51 -200.97 -11.52
6148221 |lasper pre 1956 671 -22.47 1956 -26.95 -28.43 -27.15 -0.20
6148801 |Jasper 1903 1084 -6.85 1960 -4.02 -9.12 -6.10 -2.08
6201803 |Jasper 1995 884 -85.1 1997 -82.85 -83.20 -81.55 1.30
6209105 |Jasper 1967 15 -4.15 1997 -0.55 -3.38 -1.86 -1.31
6209704 |lasper 1952 40 -35.84 1997 -34.18 -34.45 -33.61 0.57
6209902 |Jasper pre 1997 40 22.8 1997 -16.02 -22.10 -12.75 3.27
6217510 |Jasper pre 1997 140 -15.9 1997 -17.57 -18.60 -15.25 2.32
6217606 |lJasper 1964 70 -7.8 1997 -0.85 -6.15 -1.55 -0.70
6217707  |Jasper 1950 28 -9.35 1997 -2.37 -4.80 -2.43
6225405 |Jasper 1983 120 -58 1997 -58.12 -58.45 -57.20 0.82
6233603 |Jasper 1940 18 -14.7 1997 -5.77 -13.27 -9.10 -3.33
6140903 |Jasper 2002 802 -119 2002 -116.85 -116.20 -120.15 -3.30
6233702 |Jasper 1995 540 -65 1995 -64.32 -62.45 -66.58 -2.26
3659102 |Newton 2000 170 -98.76 2009 -97.92 -94.58 -92.55 5.37
6202902 |Newton pre 1999 24 -13.03 1999 -4.30 -12.15 -5.68 -1.38
6203204 |Newton 1979 645 -65.4 1994 -67.40 -66.60 -65.35 2.05
6203301 |Newton 1964 1050 -38.75 1992 -36.30 -37.20 -36.53 -0.23
6203704 |Newton 1989 640 -169 1989 -173.31 -173.70 -171.65 1.66
6210309 |Newton 1964 1218 -61.38 1993 -64.40 -64.10 -63.47 0.93
6210901 |Newton 1951 300 -13.68 1964 -16.50 -17.26 -15.42 1.08
6218103 |Newton 1980 208 -32.3 1992 -34.28 -37.60 -33.64 0.64
6242909 |Newton 1981 590 -39.15 1992 -37.50 -38.60 -37.25 0.25
6243406 |Newton 1981 598 -30 1981 -25.60 -27.57 -25.60 0.00
6250304 |Newton 1983 420 -40 1989 -37.44 -38.45 -37.00 0.44
6104401 |Tyler 1935 860 -169.39 1960 -159.75 -159.88 -159.52 0.23
6106705 |Tyler 1984 288 -145 1984 -148.05 -148.35 -149.40 -1.35
6112606 |Tyler 1960 250 -121.64 1964 -123.45 -123.87 -123.38 0.07
6113802 |Tyler 1951 582 -155 1953 -167.70 -165.25 -165.75 1.95
6115101 |Tyler 1964 68 -31.66 1964 -32.96 -33.15 -32.62 0.34
6129203 |Tyler pre 1953 30 -22.73 1953 -13.28 -23.00 -15.50 -2.22
6129503 |Tyler 2008 250 -20 2008 -16.12 -23.55 -16.50 -0.38
6130419 |Tyler pre 1965 22 -13.01 1965 -2.05 -10.05 -3.55 -1.50
6129804 |Tyler 1972 580 -22.92 2003 -29.15 -30.23 -27.80 1.35
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The SETGCD

Did you know that the Gulf Coast Aquifer is also known as the Coastal Lowlands
Aquifer System. Also, it is not confined to the State of Texas. It extends from the

Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District
P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951
409) 383-1577, www.setged.org

«Suffix» «FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME)»

«ADDRESS 1»

«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

Texas/Mexico border all the way over to the Florida Panhandle.

'WATER
«>»|Q)

Know your water, |

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 9, 2025
October 13, 2025

November 11, 2025
November 13, 2025

Nov. 27 & 28, 2025
Dec. 25 & 26, 2025
January 1, 2026
January 8, 2026

January 19, 2026
February 12, 2026

February 16, 2026

SETGCD — Regular meeting of the
Board, in Jasper, TX

Columbus Day — District office
closed

Veteran’s Day — District office closed

SETGCD — Regular meeting of the
Board, in Jasper, TX

Thanksgiving — District office closed
Christmas — District office closed

New Years Day—District office closed

SETGCD—Regular meeting of the
Board, location TBD

MLK Day—District office closed

SETGCD—Regular meeting of the
Board, location TBD

President’s Day—District office
closed

WATER FACTS

In an average gallon of average ocean

water, there is about 1 cup of salt. How-
ever, it does vary, with the Atlantic
Ocean being saltier than the Pacific
Ocean.

Everyone has heard that our bodies are
largely water but did you know that a
newborn is about 78% water and an
adult is 55% - 60% water.

A lot can live in a single drop of water.
There can be millions of bacteria and
viruses in one drop and can even have
fish eggs, plankton and small worms.

Another name for water is dihydrogen
monoxide.

Nuclear power plants typically use about
720 gallons of water per megawatt-hour
of electricity produced. Solar power uses
significantly less at about 1 gallon per
megawatt-hour and wind energy uses

virtually none.
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